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my  Remembrance. 

Thomas  Story. 


PREFACE, 


BY    THE 


EDITOR. 


■liHil 


H  O  U  G  H  the  Ufefulnefs  of 
Preaching  is  imiverfally 
acknowledged  among  Chri- 
ftians,  yet  we  find  they  differ 
in  Opinion  with  Regard  to 
the  Manner  of  performing  it,  and  the  Quali- 
fications necelTary  to  the  Preacher.  A  Man 
is  generally  required  to  go  through  a  Courfe 
of  Learning  at  a  College  or  an  Academy, 
before  he  be  admitted  to  the  Minifterial  Of- 
fice; which  done,  his  ufual  Method  of  in- 
ftm<5ting  others,  is,  by  reading  inpublick  a 
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^ifcourfe  previoujly  ftudied  and pennedin 
private.  But  there  are  fome  who  think  that 
a  good  Life  and  Converfation,  and  a  Jincere 
Hearty  allifted  by  a  Divine  Influence^  tho' 
not  accompanied  with  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Learned  Languages,  are  fufficient  to  con- 
ftitute  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  5  and  that  the 
beft  and  moft  fuccefsful  Inftrudions  are  deli- 
vered without  any  Premeditation  of  the 
Treacher,  when  under  fuch  a  Concern  of 
Mind,  as  would  render  his  Silence  inconfiftent 
with  his  Duty.  This  laft  is  well  known 
to  be  the  Opinion  of  the  People  called 
Qu  A  K  E R  s ;  and  I  muft  acknowledge  myfclf 
to  be  of  the  fame  Sentiment. 

'Tis  commonly  objeded.  That  an  Ex- 
tempore Preacher  muft  needs  be  liable  to 
frequent  Inaccuracies  of  Expreflion  5  that  his 
Language  is  fcldom  grammatical ;  that  it  is 
very  difficult  for  him  to  avoid  Tautologies, 
and  to  oblcrvc  that  Method  and  Coherence 
which  are  necellary  to  the  Beauty  of  a  Dif- 
courfe,  &c. 

These  Objcdions  I  allow  to  be  true,  as 
to  the  Matter  of  Fad  5  but  of  fmall  Weight 
when  the  Tendency  and  Dcfign  of  Preaching 

are- 


Preface. 

are  confidered ;  which  being  to  inform  the 
Mind,  has  no  farther  Regard  to  the  Ear^ 
ftridly  fpeaking,  than  what  is  neceffary  to- 
wards being  underftood.— -Not  that  I  deny 
or  defpife  the  Beauties  of  Language,  and  the 
Force  of  Eloquence,  or  beUeve  the  Quakers 
lefs  fenfible  of  them  than  others  are  5  but  as 
the  Amendment  of  the  Heart  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  principally  in  the  Preacher's  View, 
they  think  a  cafual  Slip  of  Expreflion  very 
excufable,  while  his  Meaning  is  obvious  to 
fuch  as  give  a  proper  Attention. 

Plainness  of  Language  in  a  Preacher 
is  certainly  moft  agreeable  to  the  Simplicity 
of  the  Gofpel,  however  it  may  be  ridiculed 
by  thofe  who  will  not  give  themfelves  time 
to  confider  the  Nature  of  Chriftianity,  or 
by  thofe  who  endeavour  to  make  every 
thing  myfterious  in  Religion,  in  order  to 
ferve  their  own  private  Purpofes.  It  is  like- 
wife  moft  fuitable  to  the  Capacities  of  Man- 
kind in  general :  And  1  believe  it  will  hardly 
be  denied,  that  2i  plain  f  radical  T>i(com£Q 
is  preferable  to  a  learned  fpeculative  one, 
if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  former  may 
be  of  univerfal  Benefit,  whereas  the  latter 
L  a  ]  can 
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can  be  profitable  (or  rather  pleafing)  only 
to  zfew, 

A  s  I  hinted  before,  I  would  not  be  un- 
derftood  to  blame  or  depretiate  theAccom- 
plifhments   of  Learning    and   Eloquence: 
They  are  certainly  Ornaments  to  any  Man, 
and  more  efpccially  to  a  Preacher.     But  tho' 
the  Q^UAKERS  efteem  thefe  Qiialifications 
as  ufeful,  yet  becaufe  they  deny  them  to  be 
abfolutely  necejfary  zrideffential  to  a  Gofpel 
Minifter,  they  have  been  condemned  as  De- 
fpifers  of  Science,  and  obftinate  Encouragers 
of  Iznorance,   even  in  their  Teachers,   in 
whom  Knowledge  ought  moft  to  abound. 
Which  wrong  Notion  has  fo   much   pre- 
vailed, that  Men  of  tolerable  Capacities  will 
enter  their  Meetings  with  a  contemptuous 
Smile;  and,    as  they  come  with  a  full  Ex- 
pedation  of  hearing  nothing  but  Nonfenfe, 
are  very  unwilling  to  own  themfelves  difap- 
pointcd. 

I  AM  far  from  infinuating,  by  what  I  have 
faid,  that  the  following  Difcourfes  are  of- 
fered to  the  World  as  a  Specimen  of  un- 
common Learning  and  Eloquence?  they  be- 
inrr  neither  preached  with  a  View  of  being 

made 
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made  publick,  nor  at  firft  taken  down  with 
that  Intent :  Nor  are  they  chofe  on  Account 
of  their  excelling  the  Difcourfes  generally 
delivered  by  the  famePerfonj  for,  as  they 
were  fpoken  without  the  particular  Defign 
of  Publication,  it  is  improbable  they  {bould 
contain  any  particular  Excellencies. 

When  they  were  tranfcribed  from  the 
Short-Hand,  and  fhewn  to  feveral  Friends 
who  heard  them,  they  appeared  fo  full  of 
found  Do6i:rine  and  Argument,  that  it  was 
thought  they  might  bear  printiiig,  with  a  few 
trifling  Alterations  j  which  were  accordingly 
made,  agreeably  to  what  the  Author  and 
fome  of  the  Auditors  could  recoiled  of  their 
firft  Shape  5  he  declining  to  alter  them  in  any 
other  Refped,  that  they  might  keep  their 
genuine  Simplicity,  notwitliftanding  a  few 
infigriificant  Slips  that  may  poflibly  have 
efcaped  him.    '  "f^'nExv 

As  tliere'DiTcourres  are  offered  to  the 
Tublick  as  they  were  firft  delivered  by  one 
engaged  in  a  pretty  conftant  'Courfeof 
Preaching,  without  any  other  Defign  than 
the  Edifiqatioii  of  his  Hearers,  and  publifh'd 
with  little  or  no  Improvement,. the  Allow- 
'  T  a  2  ]  '  ancc 
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ance  which  is  natural  on  thefe  Accounts 
will,  I  believe,  be  as  much  Indulgence  as 
they  will  ftand  in  need  of  in  the  Eyes  of 
the  Judicious. 

.'Before  I  concludCj  I  cannot  help  ob- 
ferving,  with  much  Pleafure,  how  fuperior 
thefe  are,  even  in  their  prefent  Form,  to 
many  Sermons  which  are  daily  publifhed 
by  Men  who  have  fpent  a  Number  of 
Years  in  ftudying  the  Art  of  making  them, 
and  who  never  produce  one  without  La- 
bour and  mature  Deliberation. In  Dif- 

courfes  offered  by  fuch  Men,  Faults  are 
much  Icfs  excufable,  it  being  the  profelTed 
.  Bulinefs  of  their  Lives  to  avoid  them  j  great 
Part  of  which  is  alligned  to  the  Study  of 
a  Science  unknown  to  the  firft  Promulga- 
tors of  the  Gofpel,  that  of  our  School-'T)i- 
mnityh  which  has  been  of  very  little  Ser- 
vice to  Mankind,  unlefs  by  introducing  a 
vaft  Number  of  fubtil  and  perplexing  Di- 
ftinftions,  unintelligible  Definitions,  and 
(uch-like  Stuff,  wherein  fome  of  the  moft 
famous  modern  Preachers  are  peculiarly 
skilled;  but  which  can  never  in  the  lead 
promote  the  main  Defign  of  Chriftianity, 
the  Tutting  an  End  to  Sin,  and  the  Intra- 
ducing  of  Right eoufnefs, 

I    HAVE 
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I  HAVE  nothing  more  to  add,  than  my 
earned:  Wifh,  that  thefe  Difcourfcs  may  be 
read  with  Coolnefs,  and  without  Prejudice 
or  Partiality ;  and  that  the  Divine  Bklllng 
may  attend  the  Perufal  of  them,  which 
alone  can  make  them  efFedual  to  anfwer 
the  Defign  of  the  Preacher,  and  the  Defire 
of 
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THE 

Nature  ^i^^^NECEssitY 

OF 

Knowing  One  s-Sel£ 


>^DISCOURSE  delivered  at  the 
Meeting- Houfe  in  Gracechurch-ftreet y 
London,  June  12,  1737. 


HAV£  in  Remembrance  a  very 
Ihort  Precept  of  a  Man  of  Un- 
derftanding,   tho'  not  under  the 
Charafter  of  a  Jew  or  Chrijiian^ 
which,    I   think,    may  be  well 
worthy  of  the  Notice  of  every 
one  here  j  and  it  is  this :   "  Know 
"  Thyfelf.  "    There  is  not  a  more  ufeful  Know- 
ledge than  this,  except  the  Knowledge  of  God ; 
and  if  we  do  not  know  ourfelves,  how  fhall  we 
know  the  Lord?     I  have  obferved,  as  I  fat  in 
Silence,  waiting  upon  God  in  this  Meeting,  that 

B  art 
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all  Matter  is  created  of  God,  as  well  that  which 
is  inert  and  lifelefs,  as  the  living  Creatures  •,  and 
all  Matter  that  we  are  acquainted  with  revolves 
from  Form  to  Form,  but  there  is  no  Annihilation 
of  any. 

The  Plants  of  the  Earth  obferve  a  Succeflion 
from  Age  to  Age  :  From  fmall  Seeds  they  fpring 
up,  and  proceed  from  Stature  to  Stature,  after 
their  Kinds,  till  they  arrive  at  the  Perfedions 
affigned  them  *,  and  then  alfo  they  gradually  de- 
cline, and  others  take  Place  from  their  Seeds,  and 
as  their  Offspring. 

The  living  Creatures  alfo  obferve  the  Laws 
prefcribed  them  •,  after  their  Manner  producing 
their  own  Species,  which  renew,  increafe,  de- 
creafe,  and  fucceed,  from  Generation  to  Genera- 
tion, as  the .  others  do  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  certain 
Continuance  of  any  Particular. 

The  next  Thing  I  have  in  View  is,  the  very 
low  State  in  v/hich  we  Mortals  are  firft  produced 
into  this  World.  In  that  State  we  have  no  Know- 
ledge, no  Underftanding,  but  are  like  the  Beads  of 
the  Field,  and  other  Animals,  or  even  more  help- 
lefs  than  they,  and  incapable  of  any  Law  but  that 
of  Nature,  which  we  cannot  break. 

And,  being  endued  with  five  Senfes,  we  grow 
up  by  imperceptible  Gradations,  in  the  Ufe  of 
them,  Jtnd; proceed  from  Stature  to  Stature,  and 
Strength  to  Strength,  both  of' Body  and  Mind, 
toithe  Degrees  of  which  we  are  feverally  capable, 
as  varioufly  circumftanced,  for  we  are  not  alike 
ia  either,    ■        ■■ 
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The  Mind,  dwelling  in  the  Body,  could  never 
perceive,  or  apprehend,  the  Things  that  are  with- 
out, or  have  any  Knowledge  of  them,  but  by 
the  Senfes,  through  the  Organs  of  the  Body 
adapted  to  that.  End.  The  Mind  within  by 
thefe  begins  to  take  Notice  of  Things  .withoutrs 
and  every  Creature  and  Thing,  that  we  fee  and 
obferve,  exhibits  its  own  Idea  to  the  Senfe  ;  and 
as  we  grow  up,  more  Objeds  are  frequently  pre- 
fented,  and  the  Mind,  which  hearSj  tees,  taltea, 
fmells,  and  handles,  by  the  Organs  of  the  Body, 
gradually  becomes  more  and  more  furnifhed  with 
Ideas,  which,  in  Time,  it  is  enabled  to  collate 
and  compare  ;  and  as  the  Underftanding  is  by 
this  Means  enlarged,  it  now  begins  to  attend  to 
Caufes  and  their  Effeds,  and  to  form  fome  Con- 
jedlures  of  the  Why  and  Why  Not  of  Things, 
whence  they  are,  why  they  are  thus  and  not  other- 
wife  :  And  as  they  differ  in  their  Forms,  fo  like- 
wife  in  their  Natures,  Virtues,  and  Ends,  it  is 
the  Mind  and  Underftanding,  being  informed  of 
the  outward  Creation  by  the  Senfes,  that  deduces 
this  Confequence  from  thofe  Premifes  ;  That  they, 
and  we  ourfelves  alfo,  muft  have  an  Author  of 
our  Being,  All-wife,  Almighty,  Eternal  and  All- 
good,  Holy,  Righteous,  Juft,  and  True,  worthy 
above  all  to  be  fought  after,  known,  loved,  feared, 
honoured  and  obeyed.  Yet  as  our  firft  State  iji 
this  World  is  only  Animal,  before  we  arrive  at  3, 
competent  Degree  of  Confideration  and  Under- 
ftanding, or  Knowledge  of  ourfelves,  or  Value  qf 
Our  immortal  Souls  ;  we  are  by  the  perpetual  Pre- 
fence  of  Objeds  adapted  to  our  Senfes,  and  a  na- 
tural Propenfity  to  purfue  the  Sight  of  the  Eye,  ^ 
the  Hearing  of  the  Ear,  and  the  Delights  which 
the  other  Senfes,  feated  in  the  Natural  Mind  and 
Corporeal  Frame  can  afford,  and  which  are  the 
B  2  chief 
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chief  Good  and  of  the  highefl  Eileem  in  our  View, 
as  not  having  yet  tafted  of  any  thing  of  a  fupcrior 
Nature  or  Kind  ;  we  are  by  thefe  (I  fay )  fo 
ftrongly  habituated  and  biafled  to  the  Purfuit  of 
thefe  Objects,  ( tho*  moft  unworthy  of  our  Pains ) 
that  we  are  apt  to  proceed  in  this  Manner,  with- 
out a  due  Search  into  ourfelves,  what  we  are,  and 
why  we  were  created,  and  produced  here  in  this 
World,  and  by  whom,  and  what  the  proper  End 
of  our  Being,  as  if  to  no  other  Purpofe  but  to 
gratify  Our  Senfes,  and  live  in  fenfual  Pleafures 
and  Delights,  as  others  the  lower  Animals  do, 
and  like  the  Brutes  of  the  Field,  which  feed  oil 
the  Fruits  by  the  Roots  of  the  Trees,  and  reft 
under  their  Shades,  and  never  look  up  to  fee 
whence  the  Food  and  Shelter  come,  or  confider 
their  own  Being  and  End. 


'O 


Thus  the  generality  of  Mankind  live,  for  a 
Time,  in  this  prefent  World.  Whilft  in  this  Man- 
Her  of  Being,  they  live  and  die,  and  are  never 
acquainted  with  themfelves  :  But  he  that  perfed- 
ly  knows  himfelf,  perceives  that  Man  is  an 
Abridgment  of  the  whole  Creation  of  God,  and 
has  made  a  great  Step  towards  knowing  it :  But 
if  we  are  not  able  rightly  to  know  ourfelves.  How 
fhould  we  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Moft 
High,  our  Creator  ?  And  if  we  could  know  all 
the  Creation,  and  anatomize  every  Part  of  the 
Matter  of  it,  and  diftindly  account  for  the  Man- 
lier of  its  Cohefion  and  Exiftence,  and  knew  all 
that  is  pofiible  to  be  known  of  it,  and  had  all 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Angels  of  God  in  Heaven  j 
tho'  the  Knowledge  and  Contemplation  of  Things 
in  the  Mind  and  Underltanding  affords  an  Intel- 
lectual Pleafure,  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Senfes  % 
yet  all  this  would  not  render  us  compleatly  happy, 

even 
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even  in  this  prefent  World  j  we  may  live  and 
die  unhappy  notwithftanding  :  Neither  would  the 
gratifying  of  all  our  Senfes  and  Appetites,  if 
without  Account  and  with  Impunity,  alter  the 
Cafe  at  all. 

We  purfue,  with  Diligence,  thofe  Objeds 
which  promife  us  Delight  in  the  Views  we  hav^ 
of  them  at  a  Diftance  :  But  when  obtain'd,  tho* 
with  Difficulty  and  Hazard,  and  enjoy*d,  they  do 
not  anfwer  the  Expectations  we  have  form'd  in 
bur  Imaginations  concerning  them  ;  but  perifh 
with  the  ufing,  and  we  are  difappointed.  It  is 
therefore  moft  proper  that,  as  reafonable  Crea- 
tures, we  purfue  that  Satisfi.i<5i;ion,  and  thofe 
Things,  which  are  real,  permanent,  and  ever-  X^' 
iafting.  ' 

What  is  that,  therefore,  which  makes  Man- 
kind everlaftingly  happy,  and  gives  him  full  Sa- 
tisfa<5tion  ?  fit  is  the  Knowledge  of  the  Creator 
of  all  Things  ;  of  the  true  and  living  God,  and 
not  of  the  Things  that  are  made  only.]  And  it 
is  the  Lord  hlmfelf,  that,  in  infinite  Goodnefs 
and  Mercy,  fo  qualifies  the  Hearts  and  Minds  ot 
Mankind,  that  we  are  made  capable  of  knowing 
Him,  and  of  being  united  to  Him,  and  enjoying 
Him,  through  that  blefied  Medium  which  He, 
in  his  Divine  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  hath  been 
pleafed  to  prepare. 

And  all  that  are  come  to  any  competent  De- 
gree of  Underftanding,  Thinking  and  Confide- 
ration,  may  conclude,  that  fince  the  Creator  hath 
produced  and  appointed  fome  Things  agreeable 
unto  us,  as  his  Creatures,  in  which  we  have  great 
Pleafure  and  Delight,   lawful  and  allowable,   as 

Objedls 
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Objedls  and  Subjeds  both  of  our  Senfes  and  Un- 
derilandings ;  how  much  greater  Pleafure  and  Sa- 
tisfa(3:ion,  and  mor^  permanent  and  certain,  muft 
there  be,  in  the  Knowledge  and  Enjoyment  of  the 
Creator  himfelf,  who  is  the  Root  and  Fulnefs  of 
all  Divine  Pleafure  unfpeakable,  and  endureth  un- 
changeably for  ever. 

'  The  fenfible  Pleaii-ires  created  of  God,  and 
given  unto  Man  in  this  Life,  (not  the  falfe  and 
counterfeit  ones  forged  by  Man)  tho*  agreeable 
to  his  Nature  and  State,  and  juftly  and  reafonably 
proportion'd  and  bounded,  are  but  for  a  fhorc 
Seafon,  and  attended  with  fuch  Degrees  of  Alloy 
as  often  render  them  null :  But  when  God  is  pleafed 
fo  to  qualify  the  Mind  of  Man,  that  the  Creator 
himfelf  becomes  the  chief,  if  not  only,  Objeft  of 
his  Love,  Defire,  and  Contemplation,  then  Man 
finds  in  the  Lord  all  that  his  FTeart  could  de- 
fire  or  think,  and  more  abundantly,  according  to 
a  Saying  of  an  experienced  Man  of  God,  "  Eye 
"  hath  not  feen,  (faith  he)  nor  Ear  heard,  neither 
"  have  entered  into  the  Heart  of  Man,  the  Things 
"  v/hich  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love 
"  Him."  And  if  we  love  God,  we  Ihall  like- 
wife  love  Mankind  in  the  fame  Love  •,  for  I  re- 
member what  an  Apoftle  of  the  Lord  Chrift  faid, 
treating  on  that  Subjed:,  •"'  If  a  Man  loveth  not 
*'  his  Brother  whom  he  hath  feen,  how  fhall  he 
*"  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen.'"* 

Now  what  Way,  and  by  what  Means,  Jfhall 
we  Mortals  attain  to  this  Experimental  Knowledge 
of  God,  fo  needful  and  defirable,  as  the  Per- 
feftion  and  Eftabliihment  of  our  Being?  For 
when  we  look  upon  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth, 
and  Things  that  therein  arc,  fo  far  as  we  can  be- 
hold 
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hold  them,  rearoning  from  the  EfFe6ls  to  the 
Caufe,  we  conckide  that  He  Is,  and  that  He  is 
the  Caufe  of  all  Things,  and  we  cannot  do  other- 
wife  as  Rational  Beings.  And,  contemplating 
God,  we  muft  needs  determine,  as  Intelligent 
Creatures,  That  He  hath  all  thofe  Divine  Attri- 
butes we  commonly  attribute  unto  Him  ;  as  that 
He  is  an  Eternal,  Incomprehenfible  Spirit,  or 
Mind,  Omniprefent,  Omnifcient,  Almighty,  All- 
good,  and  Unchangeable  :  And  that  He  hath  all 
thofe  Moral  Charafters  ufually  afcribed  to  Him  in 
the  holy  Scriptures,  as  Righteoufnefs,  Holinefs, 
Juftice,  Mercy,  Truth,  Faithfulnefs :  Where  alfo, 
after  the  Manner  of  Men,  even  the  Affections  and 
Paflions  of  Mortals  are  afcribed  to  Him,  as  An- 
ger, Hatred,  Fury,  Revenge,  Jealoufy  -,  as  alfo 
Corporeal  Parts  and  Shapes,  as  Head,  Arms, 
Hands,  Feet ;  whereas  thofe  Human  Properties 
and  Parts  (confidered  as  in  Men)  are  not  really 
and  formally  in  God,  but  in  the  Creatures  by 
whom  He  worketh. 

But  tho'  the  Earth  fets  forth  his  Handy- work, 
and  the  Heavens  his  Power  and  Glory  -,  and  tho* 
the  holy  Scriptures  report  of  the  Mofl  High  thofe 
Things  that  are  true,  yet  all  this  (as  to  us  Mor- 
tals) is  but  as  an  Hifiorical  Account,  or  a  Re- 
port •,  for  we  ftill  remain,  in  Point  of  Experience, 
ignorant  of  Him  of  whom  it  is  thus  declared, 
tho'  we  have  believed  it  as  we  ought.  We  are  at 
a  Diftance  flill  ;  there  is  a  vafl  Chafm,  and  as  a 
fixed  Gulf  between  the  Creator  and  us,  all  thefe 
things  notwithftanding. 

The  Scripture  declares,  as  from  the  Mouth  of 
Chrift,  that  God-  is  a  Spirit,  and  we  believe  it ; 
but  who  can  conceive  any  proper  Idea  of  a  Spirit 

by 
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by  the  Word,  what  He  is,  and  how  He  appears 
to  the  Mind  ?  He  is  only  known  to  the  Mind  by 
his  own  Influences,  through  a  holy  Medium  of 
his  own  adapting  ;  by  the  fenfible  Operation  and 
EfFedls  of  his  Wifdom  and  Power  there.  And 
as  every  Objefl  exhibits  its  own  proper  Idea  to  the 
Eye,  and  declares  itlelf  thereby  in  the  Light,  as 
a  proper  and  neceflary  Medium  of  feeing,  with- 
out which  we  could  not  have  form'd  any  Idea  of 
Things  at  all ;  fo  likewife  we  can  form  no  Idea 
of  God,  but  what  he  Himfclf  is  pleafed  to  give, 
and  in  what  Manner,  and  by  what  Medium  fo- 
ever  He  makes  Himfelf  known  ;  and  is  to  all 
Mankind  whatever  He  pleafcs  to  appear  to  be, 
and  that  is  according  to  the  various  States  of  Men  : 
And  to  the  Faithful,  Holy,  Sincere,  and  Obe- 
dient, He  is  Love  -,  but  to  the  Unfaithful,  Un- 
clean, Hypocrites,  and  Difobedient,  He  is  a  con- 
fuming  Fire  and  Deitroyer  -,  and  we  are  one  to 
another  whatever  He  thinks  proper  to  make  us. 

And  I  give  you  a  Simile  in  the  Works  of 
God  -,  that  as  we  can  form  no  Idea  of  the  Body 
of  the  Sun  in  the  Firmament  of  Heaven  but  what 
himfelf  exhibits,  nor  can  we  fee  him  but  by  the 
Efflux  of  his  own  Light,  as  from  its  proper  Cen- 
ter, which  darting  upon  the  Eye  when  in  its  Re(5li- 
tude,  direds  it  to  the  Objed :  And  as  we  have 
no  Words,  or  Means,  by  which  we  can  convey  a 
proper  Idea  of  Light  to  the  Underftanding  of  one 
that  is  born  blind,  or  the  Manner  of  its  difcover- 
ing  Objects  to  the  Sight  •,  even  fo,  there  are  no 
Words  in  any  Language  I  a^m  acquainted  witli, 
whereby  we  can  convey  the  Idea  we  conceive  of 
God,  by  his  own  Acl  of  manifefting,  to  any  other, 
but  to  fuch  only  as  have  the  like  Ideas  from  the 
fame  manner  of  Appearance  in;  themfelves. 

:  We 
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We  cxprefs  abundance  of  Words  concerning 
God,  and  the  Things  of  God,  very  little  under- 
ftood  by  the  greateft  Part  of  Mankind  to  whom 
we  fpeak  :  Therefore  we  dired  all  to  the  Lord 
himfelf,  that  He  may  teach  them  true  Knowledge 
and  Wifdom  -,  the  Knowledge  of  Himfelf,  in  a 
State  of  Retirement,  and  in  the  Silence  of  all  the 
Imaginations,  Cogitations,  Agitations,  Defires, 
Affedions,  Paffions  and  Hurries  of  the  Natural 
Mind,  which  is  ever  in  Action  and  fludluating, 
pafllng  from  Objed  to  Objed:,  till  the  Almighty, 
by  the  Manifeftation  of  his  Eternal  Word,  and 
the  Influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit  and  Grace,  com- 
mands Silence  in  the  Mind,  infpires  her  with  Un- 
derftanding,  and  works  a  Change  there. 

God  fpeaks  to  the  Underftanding  by  the  Ope- 
ration of  the  Word  of  his  Divine  Power,  by  re- 
vealing the  Things  of  God  through  the  Infhining 
of  the  Eternal  Light  thereof  in  the  Mind  :  And 
when  the  Moft  High  fo  qualifies  the  Mind,  by  his 
Work  of  Sandlification  therein,  that  He  himfelf 
becomes  the  only  Objed,  and  the  Mind  is  fettled 
and  ftayed  upon  Him  alone  ;  then  all  the  Crea- 
tures of  God,  and  all  the  Enjoyment  of  them,  is 
loft,  for  the  Time,  and  of  no  Regard,  in  Com- 
parifon  of  the  Great  and  Glorious  Creator  of  all, 
and  the  divine  and  unutterable  Peace,  Joy,  and 
Confolation  found  in  Him,  even  in  this  prefent 
World,  fo  far  as  our  prefent  Mode  of  Being  can 
bear  the  Earneft  and  fure  Evidence  of  the  Ful- 
nefs,  when  Time  to  us  here  fliall  be  no  more. 

I  NOW  proceed  with  what  is  further  before  me, 

as  I  may  have  AfTiftance,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 

and  Utterance  ;    for  we  fpeak,    from  Time  to 

Time,  thofe  Things  that  are  renewed  or  opened  in 

C  our 
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our  Minds  and  Underftandings,  without  any  par- 
ticular Application  to  any  one  -,  the  Lord  himfelf, 
IjLnowing  every  State,  diredls  Matters  to  parti- 
cularPerfons,  or  to  the  General,  as  it  may  pleafe 
Him. 

I  SAY"  then  that  Mankind  are  degeneratedj  be- 
ing mifled  by  their  own  Senfes  and  fenfual  Appe- 
tites, into  the  Love  of  the  Creatures,  (Xhings 
without  them)  and  themfelves,  and  lb  become 
Strangers  and  alienated  from  the  Life  of  God, 
through  their  own  Darknefs  and  Corruptions  j 
and  peradventure  the  greateil  Part  of  all  that  are 
here  have  been  fo,  as  well  as  myfelf :  Yet  Hill  we 
find  fomething  in  ourfelves,  admonifiiing  us  of 
our  Miflakes,  in  our  Courfe  through  this  World  ; 
and  we  ought  to  refiedl,  and  confider  what  this 
is,  which  many  times  furprizes  us  with  the  Re- 
membrance of  Things  paft,  which  we  had  forgot 
for  feme  Years. 

This  is  One  who  has  wrote  down  all  our  Fail- 
ings, as  it  were,  in  his  Book  -,  and  he  opens  the 
Leaves  thereof,  and  fhews  us  all  the  Errors  of  our 
Lives,  and  brings  every  T  hing  to  Remembrance 
in  our  Minds  and  Underftandings,  one  Thing 
after  another  -,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  we 
have  a  right  Foundation  for  Repentance  and  Sor- 
i*ow  for  Sin,  (for  he  who  never  fees  his  Sins,  can 
never  repent)  and  then,  as  the  Apoftle  faith, 
"  Sin  becomes  exceeding  Hnful  -,*'  they  are  ever 
before  us,  fo  that  the  Mind  becomes  thereby  heavy 
laden  and  opprefTed. 

And  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  Mortals  are 
Ivilling  to  cry  for  a  Saviour ;  O  Lord,  a  Saviour, 
or  I  am  undone  for  ever !  How  then  comes  the 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge  of  Sin  ?  It  is  through  the  Love  of 
God,  who  is  not  wiUing  that  any  lliould  Hve,  and 
die,  and  perifli  therein.  It  is  made  manifeft  by 
the  Brightnefs  of  that  All-difcovering  Holy  Me-. 
dium,  which  the  Moft  High  Father  of  all  hath 
mercifully  provided  for  that  great  and  bleffed 
End ;  that  Mankind  might  be  redeemed,  made 
free  from  Sin,  and  the  Corruptions  of  the  Mind 
through  fenfual  Lufts. 

We  all  muft  own,  that  the  Wifdom  of  God 
is  Himfelf,  the  Power  of  God  is  Himfelf,  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  Himfelf:  He  is  that  Eternal 
Spirit,  and  was  never  without  his  Wifdom  and 
Power  from  Everlafting.  He,  therefore,  hath 
been  pleafed  to  affume,  and  unite  unto  Himfelf, 
the  whole  Human  Nature  -,  not  only  the  Intelli- 
gent Reafonable  Mind,  but  alfo  the  Mortal  Parr 
of  Man,  which  is  the  Body,  by  which  He  might 
come  near  unto  Mankind,  in  our  own  Nature 
and  Likenefs,  under  the  Charader  and  Name  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  in  the  holy  Scripture  is  called 
the  Wifdom  of  God,  and  the  Power  of  God ;  and 
by  John  the  Evangelift  is  called  the  Word  of 
God,  by  whom  the  World  was  made,  and  all 
Things  that  therein  are.  And  I  conclude  none  is 
fo  weak  as  to  think  the  Body  of  Chrift  is  the 
Wifdom  and  Power  of  God,  but  a  miraculous 
Effect  of  that  Caufe,  and  as  the  Apoftle  compares 
it,  -is  as  a  Veil,  whereby  he  veiled  his  Divine  Na- 
ture, for  a  Time,  from  every  Eye. 

And  the  Human  Mind,  or  Reafonable  Soul 
of  Chrift,  is  likewife  a  Veil,  but  of  a  more  ex- 
cellent Kind  than  the  Body,  tho'  congenial  with 
the  Intelledual  Mind  of  Mankind,  "  for  he  was 
"  in  all  Points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  with- 
C  2  '     **  out 
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"'  out  Sin,"  (according  to  the  Language  of  holv 
Writ). 

God  dwelleth  in  inacceffible  Divine  Light, 
which  no  Eye  can  penetrate,  which  nt)  Soul  can 
with  open  Face  behold  ;  therefore  the  Lord  hath 
condefcended  to  veil  his  Glory,  by  afluminga  Hu- 
man Mind,  eflentially  united  to  Himfelf,  thereby 
accommodating  Him  fo  to  the  Mind  of  Man,  as 
to  appear  and  be  manifefted  therein  ;  and  He  who 
thus  appears  is  the  true  God,  as  it  is  written,. 
■''^  God  who  in  the  Beginning  commanded  Light 
"  to  fhine  out  of  Darknefs,  hath  Ihined  into  our 
"  Hearts,  to  give  us  theLight  of  the  Knov/Iedge 
"of  the  Glory  of  God,  in  the  Face  (or  Ap- 
*'  pearance)  of  Jefus  Chrift. " 

In  the  Minds  of  Mankind  he  difcovers  to  our 
Underftandings  whatever  is  proper  for  us  to  know 
of  Himfelf,  or  our  Duty  toward  Him,  and  one 
toward  another.  The  Lord  begins  with  fmall 
Things,  wherein  if  we  are  fiiithful  and  obedient, 
he  makes  more  and  more  of  Himfelf  and  the  En- 
joyment of  his  Divine  Prefence  and  Goodnefs, 
and  his  jufb  and  holy  Ways,  known  unto  us  •,  but 
if  we  err  and  difobey,  tho'  but  in  fmall  Things, 
the  Mind  is  opprelTed  thereby,  till  we  return  and 
amend. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  the  Manifeftation  of 
the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life,  which  makes  free 
from  the  Law  of  Sin  and  Death,  the  Revelation 
of  the  Mind  of  Chrift.  He  manifefts  in  the 
Minds  of  Mankind  fuch  Things  as  are  proper, 
according  to  our  feveral  Degrees  and  Capacities, 
beginning  with  little  low  Things,  as  a  School- 
rnafter,  till  we  are  capable  of  more,  and  then 
■-  ■■   '  '     -  gradually 
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gradually  He  opens  in  lis  the  Myfterics  of  his 
Kingdom.  He  that  hates  Inftruclion,  hates  the 
Inftruclor,  according  to  what  he  faith  under  the 
Charadter  of  Wifdom,  "  How  long,  ye  fimplc 
'*  ones,  will  ye  love  Simplicity,  and  ye  Fools 
*'  hate  Knowledge  ?  Turn  ye  at  my  Reproof, 
"  and  I  will  pour  forth  of  my  Spirit  upon  you." 

Therefore  hear  the  Reproof  of  Inftruflion 
in  your  Minds  and  Underftandings,  that  the  Spirit 
of  Wifdom  may  be  poured  forth  upon  you ;  that 
you  may  firft  become  Proficients  and  perfed-  in  all 
moral  Righteoufnefs  and  Duties,  by  the  Diftates 
of  this  Wifdom,  which  if  we  defpife  and  refufe, 
we  never  can  attain  •,  and  then,  as  the  Lord  Jefus 
hath  faid,  "  If  you  have  not  been  faithhil  in  the 
*'  unrighteous  Mammon,  who  will  make  you 
'•'  Rulers  over  greater  Riches  ?'* 

•  If  Men  are  not  righteous  and  juft  one  toward 
another  in  Temporal  Things,  How  can  they  ex- 
pe<5t  the  Divine  Influences  of  the  Immortal  Spirit 
and  Power  of  God,  the  true  and  eternal  Riches  ? 
If  we  are  not  faithful  to  the  Difcoveries  and  Dic- 
tates of  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life,  the  Light 
of  the  Divine  Word,  manifefted  in  our  Minds, 
How  can  we  exped:  to  experience  the  EfiTufion  of 
Divine  Love  in  our  Hearts,  which  is  the  greatelt 
Blefllng  and  highefl  Attainment  Human  Kind  are 
capable  of  in  this  Life  ?  This  is  that  Eternal  Life, 
this  is  the  Grace  of  God  which  is  come  by  Chrifl, 
and  is  of  an  everliving  Nature  •,  but  if  Man  re- 
fufes  this,  and  goes  on  from  one  Evil  to  another, 
he  rcjedts  that  Eternal  Life,  and  by  Degrees  de- 
generates more  and  more,  till  he  becomes  alto- 
gether fenfual  as  a  brute  Beaft,  as  it  is  written  ; 
^'  The  Spirit  of  a  Beaft  goes  downward,  but  the 

"  Spirit 
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"  Spirit  of  a  Man  goes  upward. "  For  the  Man 
that  afcends  by  Degrees  of  Virtue  and  Holinefs, 
one  Degree  after  another,  till  he  comes  to  be 
united  unto  God,  through  Chrift  the  bleffed  Me- 
dium, in  whom  is  the  Fulnefs  of  all  Divine  Vir- 
tue, that  Soul  hath  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Divine 
Prefence  in  this  World,  in  a  Manner  not  to  be 
expreffed  by  the  Language  of  Men  or  Angels. 

In  this  great  City  there  are  many  Temptations, 
and  Opportunities  to  hurtful  Things ;  and  I  have 
fometimes  confidered  the  Youth  among  us  to  be 
in  great  Danger  of  Corruption  thereby  :  But  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  drives  with  you,  and  would 
gather  every  Soul  to  Himfelf  O  !  therefore  con  • 
fider  your  felves,  and  know  your  own  Inclina- 
tions, Thoughts  and  Imaginations  !  what  they . 
are  upon,  what  they  are  feeking  after,  whereunto 
they  tend,  whether  toward  Good  or  Evil,  to  the 
Right  Hand  or  to  the  Left,  the  broad  or  narrow 
Way. 

SoME  are  fo  bent  toward  the  mean,  low,  and 
fordid  Pleafures  of  an  animal  and  fenfual  Life, 
that  they  could  even  wifh,  for  the  Sake  thereof, 
that  they  had  no  future  State  •,  and  fome  are  ready 
to  willi,  O!  that  I  were  but  as  that  little  Bird  upon 
the  Tree,  that  I  might  go  where  I  pleafe,  and  do 
•what  I  will,  without  any  Account  of  my  Aflions 
in  this  World,  or  in  another,  if  there  be  any  yet 
to  come !  There  is  nothing  more  dreadful,  and 
to  which  a  reafonable  thinking  Mind  is  more 
averfe,  than  to  remain  without  the  Knowledge  of 
Godv  and  not  to  believe  a  future  State.  I  have 
often  thought  any  tolerable  Being  is  better  than 
none  at  all ;  I  would  therefore  have  your  Minds  fo 
ennobled,  as  to  contemplate  the  Divine  Being, 

confider 
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conrider  the  Great  Creator,  and  how  much  better 
it  is  to  become  acquainted  with  Him,  become  like 
Him,  and  to  live  for  ever  with  Him,  and  in  his 
Favour,  thnn  to  be  annihilatecl.  It  is  no  fmall 
Matter,  indeed,  to  be  acquainted  with  God,  fo  as 
to  be  uniced  unto  Him  •,  it  is  the  greateft  Ad- 
vancement  that  the  Nature  of  Man  is  capable  of. 

As  concerning  Moral  Precepts,  and  all  the 
Commandments  of  God,  they  are  given  altogether 
for  our  Good,  and  it  is  our  higheft  Intereft  to  ob- 
ferve  them.  It  is  the  good  Plealure  of  God  that 
Mankind  Ihould  live  focially  and  amicably,  and 
therefore  he  hath  given  us  focial  Precepts  ,  and 
that  we  may  be  able  to  do  them.  He  hath 
breathed  into  our  Souls  the  Breath  of  Life  from 
Himfelf,  When  the  Love  of  God  is  Ihed  abroad 
in  the  Heart  of  Man,  it  raifes  the  Soul  to  God,  as 
its  firft  and  chief  Objed  *,  and  then  likewife  it 
fiows  forth  toward  Mankind,  in  every  Duty  of 
Friendfhip  and  Kindnefs ;  and  Heaven  will  be 
upon  Earth,  when  that  Part  of  the  Prayer  which 
Chrift  taught  his  Difciples  is  come  to  pafs,  "  Thy 
*'  Will  be  done  on  Earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven :  ** 
Tho'  many  are  daily  ufing  thefe  V/ords,  and 
feeming  to  pray,  and  yet  do  not  believe  that  it 
ever  an  be ;  "  and  what  is  not  of  Faith  is  Sin  :  " 
But  if  it  had  not  been  poffible,  and  the  Mind  and 
Purpofe  of  the  Father,  that  Mankind  fhould,  in 
due  Time,  be  advanced  into  fuch  a  State  in  this 
Life,  as  to  do  the  Will  of  God  on  Earth,  fo  far 
as  made  manifeft  and  required,  and  according  to 
the  Mode  and  End  of  their  Being  here,  Chrift 
would  not  have  taught  his  Difciples  to  pray  after 
that  Manner.  Thofe  v,'ill  be  glorious  Days  in- 
deed, and  if  we  can  attain  to  that  State  in  our 
Time,  w^e  fhall  be  Examples  to  others  our  Co- 
re mporaries. 
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temporaries,  and  thofe  that  may  fucceed  iis  in  Ages 
yet  to  come. 

All  the  Angels  of  God  in  Heaven,  the  Sera- 
phims  and  Cherubims,  and  Spirits  of  juft  Men 
made  perfe<51:  there,  the  General  AfTembly  and 
Church  of  the  Firft-born,  continually  do  the 
Will  of  God,  and  rejoice  without  ceafing,  in  be- 
holding the  Face  of  their  Heavenly  Father,  their 
Creator  ;  they  furrender  their  Crowns  at  the  Feet 
of  God  and  the  I^amb,  the  Redeemer  and  Saviour 
of  Mankind. 

We  are  fatislied  and  certain  of  the  Truth  of  the 
Being  of  God,  by  the  Works  of  his  Creation 
without  us,  and  by  our  own  Exiftence,  as  not  ori- 
ginally Self-produi5live  :  Let  us  not  reft  here,  but 
alfo  feek  after  the  Knowledge  of  God,  that  we 
may  be  acquainted  with  Him,  and  enjoy  his  Di- 
vine Prefence,  in  a  State  of  Reconciliation  and 
Acceptance  with  Him  •,  which  is  not  by  any  thing 
that  wc  ourfelves,  of  ourfelves,  can  do,  but  by  the 
Work  of  God  in  us. 

The  firfl  Work  of  God  in  Man,  in  order  to 
this  Knowledge,  is,  to  convince  him  of  die  Errors 
of  Life,  and  of  his  Ignorance,  by  his  Divine 
Light,  Wifdom,  or  Power  ;  and  the  firft  Work 
of  the  Mind  of  Man  is,  to  believe,  truft,  and  con- 
fide therein,  as  its  immediate  Objed:  ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  This  is  the  Work  of  God,  that  you 
"  believe  in  Him  whom  God  hath  fent.  "  Again, 
"  Believe  in  the  Light,  that  you  may  be  Children 
"  of  Light :"  That  is,  Children  of  God,  who  is 
that  Light.  It  is  necefiliry  therefore,  that  Man- 
kind firft  believe  in  the  Divine  convincing  Power, 
or  Chrift  working  in  themlelves :  As  it  is  alfo 

faid. 
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laicJ,  "  God  wa?  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the 
*'  World  unto  Himfelf,  of  two  making  one  new 
"  Man,  and  (o  making  Peace".  '* 

Man  Y  are  upon  the  Wing  in  this  pffefent  Age, 
flying  from  the  Divine  Truth,  which  they  fejed; 
and  laying  hold  of  their  own  Reafon,  as  fufficiertc 
for  them  in  the  Things  of  God,  and  Knowledge 
of  Him.  Doft  thou  think.  Friend,  that  thy  Rea- 
fon is  the  Eternal  Divine  Word  and  Wifdom  of 
God,  by  whom  the  Worlds  were  made  .''  Thou 
wilt  hardly  adventure  to  fay  fo,  upon  a  folid 
Thought.  Thy  Reafon,  if  thou  knoweft"  what 
it  is,  thou  wilt  find  to  be  a  Conftituent  Part,  or* 
Property,  of  thy  own  Being  as  a  Creature,  tholi 
canft  not  be  a  Man  without  it  and  thy  Underftand- 
ing.  Thy  Reafon  or  Underflianding  is  a  Property 
elTential  to  thyfelf,  not  Self-informing,  nor  Self- 
fufficient  in  the  Knowledge  of  God,  of  whom  thy 
Reafon  can  form  no  Idea  adequate  to  his  Eternal 
Being.  Thou  muft  be  under  the  Didlates  of  a 
Superior,  and  not  thyfelf.  He  who  informs,  and 
he  who  is- informed,  are  not  the  fame  :  The  Crea- 
tbr  is  not  the  Creature,  nor  is  the  Creature  the- 
Creator :  Thou  with  thy  Reafon  art  a  Creature; 
and.  a  weak  one  too  ;  the  Divine  informing  Light- 
and  Wifdom,  the  Eternal  Logos,  (what  Wordk 
Ihall  I  ufe  to  be  underftood  ? )  is  thy  Creator  j  thotl 
muft  learn  of  Him,  and  not  of  thyfelf;  thou 
muft  deny  thyfelf,  and  be  his  Difciple  :  It  is  He' 
that  infpires  the  Underftanding  With  Divine 
Knowledge  and  Wifdom. 

The  Lord  God  is  Eternal  unapproachable 
Light,  and  thou  with  all  thy  Reafoning,  and- 
Self-agitation  and  Cogitation,  art  Darknels,  until 
He  himfelf  arile  iii   thee,  as  the  Brightness  of 
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'feven  Days,  and  give  thee  Light  and  Underftandt 
ing.  The  Divine  Wifdom  and  Power  is  diftindt 
from  all  Creatures :  I  know  very  well  what  I  fay, 
and  therefore  fpeak  it  boldly  ;  for  I  had  Reafon, 
and  could  reafon  as  other  Men,  concerning  God 
and  the  Things  of  God,  of  whom  I  had  heard 
and  read,  and  fpoke  againft  this  tVay  before  I 
knew  what  it  was,  as  many  now  do^  and  before  I 
knew  the  Truth  of  God  as  a  Dired:or  of  Man- 
kind, or  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  that  Truth 
and  Informer, 

Some  Men  argue  very  perverfly  by  their  Rea- 
fon, or  what  they  call  fo  j  which  being  baffled 
and  depraved  through  fenfual  Lulls,  is  enflaved 
and  made  fubfervient  to  the  Accomplifliment  of 
them,  fo  that  they  mean  Senfuality  when  they  fay 
Reafon. 

Now  I  would  have  all  you  young  ones  to  be 
tareflil  and  circumfpeft,  for  it  is  for  your  fakes 
that  I  am  thus  concerned  at  this  Time  5  that  you 
may  all  truft  in  the  Living  God,  and  not  lean  to 
your  own  Underftandings  as  Natural  Creatures, 
but  embrace  the  Truth  freely,  and  be  not  afhamed 
of  the  Heart-tendering  Work  of  it  in  you  ;  for 
he  that  is  afhamed  of  the  Work  and  Word  of 
God,  rejedts  it,  and  that  Eternal  Life  that  comes 
by  Him  ;  and  of  him  will  the  Lord  be  afhamed, 
and  will  reje6t  him  in  that  Day,  when  all  Nations 
Ihall  Hand  before  the  dreadful  Throne  of  his  Eter-* 
nal  Judgment,  to  receive  Sentence  and  Reward, 
according  as  their  Works  have  been. 

I  WOULD  have  you  confider  therefore  your  own 
Minds,  with  all  the  Faculties -and  Properties  of 
them,  and  your  own  Thoughts,  and  know  them, 
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and  what  you  receive  for  Truth  in  that  Ground : 
Seek  for  a  more  certain  and  excellent  Guide  and 
Pireflor,  fomething  that  can  inform  your  Under- 
itandings  with  Certainty,  that  will  redify  all  Er- 
rors in  you,  and  bring  you  forth  in  his  own  Image, 
in  the  Nature  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  Your 
Minds  will  then  come  to  be  invefted,  indued,  and 
adorned  with  all  the  Powers  of  the  Crofs  againft 
your  Animal  Corruptions ;  the  fweet  Properties 
and  Qualities  of  the  Human  Nature  of  the  Son 
of  God  you  will  be  Partakers  of,  and  of  the  Divine 
Nature  in  Him :  You  will  love  God  above  all,  you 
will  love  all  Mankind  and  hate  none :  You  will 
be  focial,  for  in  the  Son  of  God  are  all  the  Per- 
fe(5lions  of  the  Human  Nature  exalted  and  glo- 
rified, and  in  him  are  hid  all  the  Treafures  of 
Wifdom  and  Knowledge,  the  Fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head Subftantially  or  Elfentially :  I  ihall  there- 
fore diredt  and  leave  you  unto  Him.  Look  to 
your  own  Standing  and  Perfeverance,  that  fo  you 
may  be  united  unto  God,  that  He  may  become 
your  Life,  and  you  live  in  Him,  and  with  Him^ 
for  evermore.  To  God  therefore,  I  fay,  and  to 
the  Word  of  his  Grace,  to  the  Conduct  of  Divine 
Wifdom,  Love  and  Goodnefs,  which  leadeth  in 
the  Way  of  Righteoufnefs  and  Holinefs,  I  defire 
to  leave  you  and  refign  myfelf,  that  we  all  may 
be  transformed  into  the  Image  of  God,  and  fing 
Praifes  unto  Him  whilft  here  in  this  preient  World, 
and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  Thankfgiving  and 
Honour,  Dominion  and  Glory,  unto  Him  who 
is  worthy,  both  now  and  to  all  Eternity. 
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A  DISCOURSE  delivered  at  the 
Meeting- Houfe  in  Gracechttrch-ftreet  y 
London,  Aitgitfi  14,  1737. 


IF  we  can  ipare  Time  from  the  Mul- 
"IJ  titude  of  Thoughts  and  Hurries  in 
our  Minds  concerning  the  Things  of 
this  World,  we  Ihall  find  what  our 
Minds  are  moft  of  all  engaged  in, 
and  our  Defires  moft  after,  whether  tending  more 
toward  Good  or  Evil, 
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There  is  hardly  any  Dcfire  engages  the  Mind 
more  than  that  of  Knowledge ;  this  was  the  Way 
by  which,  according  to  the  Teftimony  of  Holy 
Scripture,  the  IMind  of  Mankind  was  firft  drawn 
out  from  the  Love,  Obedience,  and  Enjoyment 
of  the  Creator,  into  the  Love  of  Himfelf  and  the 
Creatures,  and  Difobedience  to  his  Maker;  which 
reminds  mc  of  that  Saying  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil, 
^'  A  Man's  Foes  fhall  be  they  of  his  own  Houfe- 
*'  hold  :**  Which  may  be  applied  to  the  evil 
Thoughts  and  Defires  of  the  Heart,  as  well  as  to 
Domefticks  and  Relations,  in  another  Senfe,  with- 
out us. 

Evil  Thoughts  are  as  fo  many  Images  and  Rc- 
prefentatidns  of  hurtful  Things  in  the  Imagination  \ 
and  when  fuch  are  entertained  in  the  Mind  till  the 
Defires  be  inflamed,  that  is  Evil  in  the  Nature 
and  Tendency"of  it,  and  Sin  in  the  Sight  of  God, 
if  it  Ihould  never  be  brought  forth  into  Word  or 
A<5tion  i  according  to  that  Saying  of  an  Apoftle 
of  Chrift,  "  Luft  conceived  brings  forth  Sin  -,  and 
*'  Sin,  when  it  is  finifhed,  brings  forth  Death.'* 

And,  according  to  the  Dodtrine  of  Chrifl:*  all 
Sin  begins  in  the  Thoughts,  and  defiles  the  Mind ; 
and  lb  long  as  the  Mind  of  Mankind  remains  de* 
filed,  it  can  never  be  united  unto  God,  nor  ac» 
cepted  of  him.  When  the  Pharifees  pleafed  and 
valued  Themfelves  upon  an  Outfide  Cleannefs,  in 
Wafhing  of  Hands,  and  divers  other  likeClean- 
fmgs,  they  feem  to  have  been  generally  ignorant 
of  this  Inward  Defilement,  and  Need  of  Inward 
Wafhing  \  therefore  the  Lord  Chrifl  reprov'd  them, 
faying  ;  "  Not  that  which  goes  into  the  Mouth 
*'  defileth  a  Man,  but  that  which  cometh  out  of 
''  the  Mouth,  this  defileth  a  Man."     Matt.  xv. 
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18,  19.  James  \\\.  6.  **  For  out  of  the  Heart 
**  proceed  Evil  Noughts."  Here  the  Son  of  God, 
who  knows  the  Hearts  of  Men,  and  what  is  in  Man, 
begins  at  the  Root  of  all  Evil  in  us :  Out  of  the 
Heart  proceed  Evil  Thoughts,  and  Murder,  Adul- 
tery, Fornication,  Thefts,  Falfewitnefs,  and  di- 
vers other  grofs  Sins  "he  there  mentions. 

An  d  all  Things  inconfiftent  with  the  Mind  and 
Attributes  of  God  j  are  firft  prefented  in  the  Ima^ 
gination  j  and  as  the  Defires  of  us  Mortals  are  en- 
kindled toward  any  Thing  inconfiftent  with  Hinij 
which,  brought  forth  into  Word  or  Aftion,  would 
be  Hurtful,  and  Detlruftive  to  ourfelves,  or  one 
another  •,  as  He  who  knows  all  Things,  every  the 
moft  feci-et  Thought,  Imagination,  Defire  and 
Purpofe  of  the  Heart j  whether  Good  or  Evil, 
being  ever  fully  open  to  Him  ;  as  He  loveth  all 
Mankind,  He  often  premonifhes  us  of  the  Evils  of 
this  World,  and  the  Confequences  of  them  before 
hand,  and  reproves  and  condemns  us  in  our  own 
Hearts  for  them  when  finilhed  or  committed ;  ap- 
proving in  Well-doing,  or  abftaining  from  Evil, 
by  a  fenfible  Confolation,  arifing  from  his  Counte- 
nance and  good  Prefence :  And  this  the  Lord  doth 
by  the  Operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  Word,  or 
divine  eflential  Truth,  (which  is  the  fame,  tho'  ex- 
prefs'd  in  divers  Terms,)  that  coming  thereby 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Evil,  we  may  repent  and 
forfake  it,  be  redeemed  from  it,  and  efcape  the 
future  dreadful  Confequences  of  perfifting  therein, 
and  of  being  cut  off  from  God  and  the  Joys  of 
his  Salvation,  and  determined  under  Condemnation 
for  ever  -,  and  that  we  may  be  advanced  above 
what  we  are  by  Nature  in  the  firft  State,  and  be- 
come like  unto  God,  in  all  Righteoufnefs,  Holi- 
nefs,  Goodnefs  and  Truth :  For  God  never  gave  a 

Law 
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Law  to  Mankind  biit  with  a  View  to  the  Good  of 
Man,  that  the  Nature  of  Man  might  be  advanced 
above  what  it  was,  and  that  he  might  be  preferv'd 
and  redeemed  from  thefe  Enemies,  and  from  all 
the  miferable  Confequences  of  fubmitting  to  them, 
joining  with  them,  and  cleaving  to  them,  and  be- 
ing incorporated  with  them. 

All  Evil  is  feated  in  the  Mind  ;  and  tho'  the 
Body  and  Mind  be  connefted  by  Divine  Wifdom 
and  Power,  and  are  one  Man  for  the  Time  of 
Union,  yet  we  fee  they  are  feparable ;  and  then  the 
Mind  fubfifting  in  a  feparate  State,  remains  pro- 
perly the  Man  in  another  Mode  of  Being  -,  and 
when  the  Mind  is  departed,  the  Body  foon  cor- 
rupts, diflblves,  lofes  its  Form,  and  returns  to 
Earth,  properly  and  truly  io'.  But  during  the 
Union  of  Body  and  Mind  we  are  in  a  State  of  Pro- 
bation, and  may  all  polTibly  be  reconciled  unto 
God,  renouncing  thefe  His  and  Our  Enemies,  and 
be  faved.  Yet  if  we  give  way  to  evil  Defires  and 
A6tions,  and  the  Mind  continues  to  be  thereby 
defiled,  and  in  a  Manner  incorporated  and  united 
therewith,  we  may  arrive  at  laft  to  fuch  a  difmal 
State,  as  that  our  Minds  can  never  be  feparated 
therefrom,  or  faved,  or  have  the  Enjoyment  of 
the  good  Prefence  of  God,  in  a  State  of  Reconci- 
liation with  him  in  Eternal  Blifs. 

Man's  own  evil  Defires,  when  they  have  ob- 
tained fo  far  the  Afcendant  over  him  as  to  be  in- 
corporated with  his  Mind,  which  is  of  an  imm.or- 
tal  Nature,  as  they  are  often  his  Tormenters  even 
in  this  Life,  fo  they  may  continue  to  be  in  Eternity, 
when  the  Union  between  the  Body  and  Mind  is 
diffolved. 

Ta 
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To  illuftrate  this  Matter,  I  will  fuppofe  that  a 
Man  hath  a  violent  Defire,  and  moft  ardent  Luft 
to  know  fuch  and  fuch  Things  as  are  neither  pro- 
per or  poflible  for  him  ever  to  know  •,  or  to  pof- 
fefs  any  Thing  which  is  improper  for  him,  and 
which  he  can  never  obtain :  If  he  fliould  die  in 
that  State,  and  his  Mind  be  for  ever  fixed  in  that 
Condition,  thofe  Defires  remaining  in  his  Mind 
for  ever,  after  departed  from  the  Body,  would  be 
Tormenters  fufficicnt,  without  any  other  Punilh- 
ment,  and  render  that  Soul,  fufficiently  unhappy 
to  all  Eternity ;  fo  that  Sin,  and  the  Conftquences 
of  it,  is  a  Punifhment  fufficient  in  its  own  Nature, 
if  there  were  no  other.  Violent  Defires  therefore 
after  what  cannot  be  obtained,  or,  being  poflible, 
is  inexpedient  or  unlawful ,  and  confequently 
hurtful,  are  to  be  avoided,  and  fliunned,  and 
fupprefifed  in  their  firft  Appearance  in  the  Mind, 
left  they  increafe  by  Indulgence  or  Negleft,  have 
the  Afcendaht  and  Reign  in  the  Mind,  fo  as  that 
they  cannot  be  fubdued.  J 

We  fee  a  great  many  Things  here  in  this  World 
which  we  defire,  and  do  not  obtain  ;  and  if  we 
had  them,  they  would  be  really  hurtful  to  us, 
though  not  fo  in  their  own  Nature,  but  fo  unto  us 
by  reafon  of  our  Mifapplication  and  Abufe  of 
them,  or  ourfelves,  or  one  another  in  them  ;  and 
therefore  God,  in  Goodnefs  and  Mercy,  is  come 
near  unto  the  Minds  of  Mankind,  or,  rather,  has 
brought  us  near  unto  Himfclt,  through  that  holy 
and  blefiTed  Medium  whom  he  hath  prepared,  and 
by  whom  he  convinceth  the  Heart  of  Man,  and 
directs  him  to  the  Choice  of  the  beft  Things  -,  that 
is,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  Inward  and  Spi- 
ritual Appearance  i  of  whom  I  may  fpeak  a  little 
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as  he  may  be  pleafed  to  make  Way  in  my  Under- 
ftanding,  and  give  me  Strength  and  Utterance  ; 
and  1  would  not  have  it  to  be  to  any  of  you  in 
vain. 

We  Mortals  do  naturally  defire  after  Know- 
ledge ;  and  it  is  good,  well  apply*d  to  the  ufeful 
Things  of  this  Life  -,  and  we  have  heard  many  ex- 
cellent Sayings,  on  divers  Subjeds  and  Occafions, 
during  our  Time  in  this  World,  concerning  Mat- 
ters of  the  highefl  Importance,  and  have  likewife 
read  of  them  ;  yet  many  of  them  we  may  not  have 
underftood,  and  forgot  moft  of  them  through 
Negligence,  or  Difrelifli. 

Besides,  if  through  much  Labour,  Coft,  and 
Diligence,  we  have  attained  to  great  Knowledge 
in  many  Things ;  and  think  ourfelves  Wife  and 
Learned,  and  therefore  fet  a  high  and  Over- value 
upon  ourfelves,  and  are  thereby  exalted  and 
puffed  up,  and  are  alfo  efteemed  of  others,  as 
Men  of  Letters,  Underftanding  and  Knowledge : 
What  would  all  this  avail  ?  Or  of  what  Ufe  would 
it  be  in  a  future  State?  For  we  mult  foon  be  di- 
vefted  of  Mortal  Bodies,  through  whofe  Organs  we 
have  attained  fuch  Knowledge,  feated  in  a  Natural 
or  Carnal  Mind ;  and  then  all  that  Knowledge 
will  end  as  a  Flalh,  vanifh,  and  be  of  Ufe  to  us 
no  more. 

Let  us  therefore  hearken  to  the  Divine  Voice 
of  the  Moft  High,  our  Creator  himfelf,  by  whom 
we  are  gracioufly  invited  to  the  moft  excellent,  ne- 
ceflary,  and  permanent  Knowledge,  wherein  we 
cannot  offend  him  ;  that  Knowledge  which  is 
accompany'd  with  Life  Eternal,  and  will  remain 
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fettled  in  the  pure  Mind  to  all  Eternity,  and  is  to 
be  learned  and  had  of  God  only,  who  hath  faid,' 
*'  Be  ftill,  and  know  that  I  am  God:  I  will  be 
♦*  exalted  among  the  Heathen,  I  will  be  exalted' 
*'  in  the  Earth."  It  is  by  this  Knowledge  the 
Mofl:  High  will  exalt  Himfelf,  or  manifeft  His 
eternal  Power,  Excellency  and  Exaltation,  as  the 
Creator  and  Upholder  of  all  Things,  in  all  Na- 
tions, and  in  all  People  throughout  the  Earth,  in 
his  own  Time. 

Bu  T  what  Kind  of  Stillnefs  do  y6u  think  this  is  ? 
We  are  all  Still  in  this  Meeting  ;  we  have  been  fo 
a  conliderable  Time,  and  can  do  the  like  when  we 
pleafe  ;  and  good  Manners,  and  Regard  CMie  to 
another  as  Men,  on  fuch  Occafions,  will  induce 
us  to  be  filent,  as  to  any  outward  Noifes,  Inde- 
cencies, or  Difturbance ;  but  the  Stillnefs,  or  Si- 
lence, which  God  i^equires,  is  of  the  Mind  ;  from 
all  the  Hurries,  and  Runnings,  and  Willings,  and 
Imaginations  of  Mankind,  that  have  any  Manner 
of  Tendency  toward  Evil:  Silence  of  the  clamo- 
rous Importunities  of  the  Defires  in  the  Heart, 
fave  toward  God  only,  in  a  humble  Refignation  of 
Mind  and  Will  unto  Him,  in  a  pure  Ad;  of  Hope, 
Faith  and  Love :  That  fo  the  Lord  himfelf  may 
be  heard  in  the  Mind,  as  we  are  attentive  to  the 
Operations,  and  foft  and  tender  Whifperings  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  Whereby' 
he  does  inform  the  Underftanding,  and  reveal' 
himfelf  and  the  Father  i  for  this  is  Life  Eternal,- 
faith  Chrift,  to  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  feiit.  Ilois  StiUriefs 
therefore  is  in  Order  to  that  Knowledge. 

E    2  AcAIiV, 
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Again,  "  No  Man  knoweth  theSon  but  the 
"  Father,  neither  knoweth  any  Man  the  Father, 
"  faye  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomfoever  the  Son 
"  will  reveal  him."  Let  us  therefore  examine 
ourfelves,  and  confider  thefe  Sayings,  every  one  for 
one ;  what  do  I  know  of  thefe  Things  ?  Many  of 
us  may  and  do  believe  thefe  Things,  as  we  read 
them  in  the  holy  Scriptures  of  Truth,or  hear  them  ; 
but  what  do  we  experience  ?  Do  we  know  that  the 
Father  fpeaks  in  the  Secret'  of  the  Hearts  of 
Men  by  the  Voice  of  his  Son  Chrift,  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  Chrift ;  the  Divine  Wifdom  and  Power 
by  whom  He  created  the  Worlds,  cloathed  with  a 
holy  human  Mind,  congenial  to  the  Minds  of 
Mankind  in  their  priftine  State  ? 

We  fee  what  the  Lord  Chrifl  faith  of  himfelf -, 
he  calls  himfelf  the  Truth  j  1  am  the  Way 
(faith  he)  and  the  Truth,  and  the  Life:  No  Man 
Cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  Me.  "  If  ye  had 
"  known  me,  ye  fliould  have  known  my  Father 
"  alfo:  And  from  henceforth  ye  know  him,  and 
"  have  feen  him."  He  is  the  Way  to  God  the 
Father,  the  Truth,  and  Divine  and  Eternal  Life. 

Divers  of  the  Prophets  of  God,  efpeclally 
Ifaiah  and  Daniel^  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  which 
was  in  them,  prophefied  of  the  Coming  of  Chrift 
to  the  Jews,  many  Hundreds  of  Years  before  he 
came,  fo  clearly  and  plain,  as  if  they  had  rather 
been  writing  Hiftories  of  Things  paft,  than  pro- 
phefying  ot  Things  to  come :  And  he  came  ac- 
cordingly in  the  Flefh,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mar)\ 
and  appeared  among  them  for  a  Time,  and  in 
Him  were  fulfilled  all  the  Prophecies  concerning 
the  Messiah.     And  .having  finifhed  all  other 

the 
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the  great  Ends  of  his  Coming  ;  in  the  Conclufion 
oif  all,  he  yielded  up  his  precious  Soul  upon  the 
Crpfs,  a  propitiatory  and  acceptable  Sacrifice, 
declaratory  of  the  Love  and  Mercy  of  the  Father 
tp  the  >yhole  World. 

But  a  little  before  his  Departure,  he  foretold 
his  Difciples  of  another  Adminiftration,  and  more 
Divine  Manner  of  Appearance  of  Himfelf  than 
that  was,  to  thofe  who  believed  in  Him,  and  fol- 
lowed Him.  You  may  read,  at  your  Leifure,  in 
the  14th,  15th  and  i6th  Chapters  of  John  the 
Evangelift,  many  Divine  and  Spiritual  Sayings  of 
the  Son  of  God,  for  your  Information  concerning 
the  Father  and  Himfelf  "  It  is  expedient  for 
*'  you  (faid  he)  that  I  go  away  \  for  if  I  go  not 
**  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  \ 
'•  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you : 
"  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  (or 
"  convince)  the  World  of  Sin,  of  Righteouf- 
*5  nefs,  and  of  Judgment :  Of  Sin,  becaufe  they 
"  believe  not  in  me,"  &c.  Chap.  xvi.  7,  8,  9. 
Again,  "  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  He  fhall 
"  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide 
*'  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Spirit  of  T  r  u  t  h, 
"  whom  the  World  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it 
*'  feeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him  j  but  ye 
'*  know  him,  for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  fhall 
*'  be  in  you.  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs, 
"  I  will  come  to  you.  Yet  a  little  while  and  the 
"  World  feeth  me  no  more;  but  ye  fee  me : 
"  becaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall  live  alfo.  At  that  Day 
*'  ye  fhall  know,  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and 
*'  you  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  He  that  hath  my 
"  Commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is 
*'  that  loveth  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  me  fhall 

"be 
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*'  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him» 

*'  and  will  manifeft  myfelf  unto  him.     Thefe 

"  things  have  I  fpoken  unto  you,  being  yet  pre-^ 

"  fent  with  you :    But  the  Comforter,    which  is 

"  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  the  Father  will  fend  in 

"  my  Name,  he  fhall  teach  you  all  things,  and 

"  bring  all  things  to  your  Remembrance,  what-. 

'*  foever  I  have  faid  unto  you."     John  xiv.  ver. 
16,  17,  to  26,  inclufive. 

Here  Cuiifl:  was  with  his  Difciples  as  Man, 
and  they  faw  him  Face  to  Face,  as  we  fee  one 
another,  and  he  talked  with  them  familiarly  and 
graciojfly  on  thofe  Divine  and  mod  important 
Subjcdts.  "  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go 
"  away  : "  Why  was  his  Departure,  as  to  his  Bodily 
Prefence,  fo  expedient  for  them  ?  That  depart- 
ing, as  to  his  Bodily  Prefence,  which  was  to  be 
but  for  a  fhort  Time,  he  might  thereby  make 
Way  for  a  more  excellent  Difpenfation  and  Ap- 
pearance of  Himfelf,  inwardly  in  Spirit,  as  he  is 
Life  Eternal,  and  the  true  Comforter.  Can  any 
one  doubt  therefore  who  this  Divine  Comforter  is  ? 
Sure  it  is  no  other  than  Chrift  himfelf  in  Spirit ; 
for  the  fame  who  is  the  Truth,  is  the  Spirit  of 
Truth.  The  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Comforter,  is 
Chrift  himfelf  in  Spirit  -,  for  tho*  he  fpeaks  of  one 
in  the  third  Perfon,  as  of  another  than  Himfelf, 
yet  it  evidently  appears,  by  comparing  one  of 
thofe  Texts  with  another,  (if  we  had  no  other 
Evidence )  that  it  was  no  other  than  his  own  Spirit 
that  was  to  be  manifeiled  in  them  after  his  Glori- 
jfication.  And  what  and  who  it  is  in  Mankind 
that  reproves  and  convinces  us  of  Sin,  is  plainly 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  Scripture  Evidence  5, 
and  yet  we  have  a  more  fure  Teftimony,  even  the 

Trutli 
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Truth  Himfelf,  by  the  Manifeftation  of  his  Power 
arid  Grace  in  our  Hearts,  opening  unto  us  the 
holy  Scriptures,  and  bearing  witnefs  that  He,  the 
Spirit  Himfelf,  was  the  Author  of  them. 

It  is  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  then  that  reproves  the 
World,  even  the  whole  World,  of  Sin  •,  and  the 
firft  great  Sin  is  Unbelief,  as  the  Inlet  and  Foun* 
dation  of  all  others :  "  Of  Sin,  (faith  the  Lord 
Jefus)  *'  becaufe  they  believe  not  in  me.  Adam 
did  not  fin  till  he  departed  from  his  Faith  in  the 
Word  of  God  ;  and  as  we  are  his  Offspring,  and 
ignorant  of  God  by  Nature,  we  do  not  believe  in 
Him,  and  therefore  we  fin  againft  Him  :  Never- 
thelefs,  that  we  may  be  redeemed  from  Sin  and 
Eternal  Death,  and  return  unto  God  and  live. 
He  hath,  in  unfpeakable  Love  and  Mercy,  fenc 
the  Spirit  of  his  Son  Chrift,  the  Word  of  Life, 
into  our  Hearts,  to  reprove  and  convince  us  of 
our  Sin,  make  us  fenfible  of  it,  and  repent,  be- 
lieve in  Him,  and  be  faved  from  Sin  and  all  Un- 
righteoufnefs  and  Uncleannefs,  and  from  all  its 
deadly  Fruits,  and  have  daily  Communion  with 
God  in  this  Life,  and  be  glorified  with  God  and 
the  Lamb  in  a  State  of  everlafting  Blifs,  when 
Time  to  us  here  fhall  be  no  more. 

By  this  Divine,  Spiritual,  and  Inward  coming 
of  Chrift,  he  fpeaks,  or  manifefts  to  the  Under- 
ftanding,  all  Things  necelTary  to  Eternal  Life. 
He  mortifies  and  fubdues  all  the  evil  Thoughts 
and  Defires  in  the  Hearts  of  them  who  believe, 
and  receive  him  in  the  Way  of  his  coming,  in 
Love.  He  deftroys  and  takes  away  the  Root  of 
Evil  in  Mankind  ;  as  it  is  written,  "  For  this 
'*  End  was  the  Son  of  God  made  manifeft,  that 

"  he 
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*'  he  might  deftroy  the  Works  of  the  Devil.  " 
How  then  doth  Chrift  begin  this  Work  ?  J  u  ft  as 
he  faid  before  -,  for  the  tirft  Work  is,  the  Con- 
demnation of  Man  for  the  Sin  of  Unbeliief  in  him, 
with  all  the  reft  of  his  Sins  grounded  thereon,  or 
confequential  thereto  ;  and  not  only  of  all  Man's 
own  Righteoufnefs,  of  his  own  inventing,  but 
convinces  him  alfo  of  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God, 
who  juftly  condemns  and  reproves  him  for  Sin  -, 
the  Mind  affenting  alfo  to  the  Juftice  of  God, 
manifefted  and  executed  on  the  Author  of  Sin, 
the  Prince  of  all  the  Ungodly  of  this  World,  and 
of  Darknefs  :  And  this  is  effedled  by  the  Spirit 
and  Power  of  Chrift,  as  he  is  Divine,  Eternal, 
Univerilil  Light,  and  Judge  of  the  World.  And 
the  firft  Aft  of  rhe  Mind  of  Man  (thus  con- 
vinced )  toward  Chrift  is,  to  Believe  in  Him  as 
Light  and  its  immediate  Objeft  ;  then  to  forfake 
Sin,  Self,  and  Satan,  through  the  Grace  of  God, 
and  become  obedient  to  every  Difcovery  of  Truth 
in  the  Underftanding  thus  illuminated,  that  fo  we 
may  be  born  of  that  Light,  and  thereby  become 
the  Children  of  God  (who  is  Eternal  Light)  and 
Heirs  of  Eternal  Life :  As  faid  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  "  Believe  in  the  Light,  that  ye  may  be- 
"  come  Children  of  Light.'*  And  again  -,  In  Him 
is  Life,  and  that  Life  is  the  Light  of  Men  ;  and 
tho'  this  Light  fliineth  in  the  dark  Hearts  of  Men, 
yet  they  do  not  comprehend  it ;  tho'  this  is  the 
true  Light  which  lighteth  every  Man  that  cometh 
into  the  World,  yet  they  do  not  know  Him,  and 
therefore  they  do  not  receive  Him  ;  but  to  as 
many  as  do  receive  Him,  as  He  is  the  Word  of 
God  and  Divine  Eternal  Light,  He  gives  Power 
to  become  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  God,  to 
them  who  believe  in  his  Name  :  Thqfe  are  born, 

not 
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not  of  Blood,  nor  of  the  Will  of  the  Flefh,  nor 
of  the  Will  of  Man,  but  of  God.  This  indif- 
penfible  Work  of  Regeneration  comes  not  by 
Defcent  of  Blood,  nor  by  Generation  of  the  molt 
holy  Progenitors,  nor  by  any  thing  Man  can  do 
in  his  own  Will  or  Power,  or  by  any  Inventions 
or  Syftems  of  Religion  contrived  and  impofed  by 
Man ;  but  is  the  Work  of  God  alone,  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  in  them  who  believe  in  his  Wifdom 
and  Power,  in  the  inward  Manifeftations  of  it  in 
their  own  Hearts.     John  i.  4,  5,  9,  10,  ii,  12, 

Christ  Hlmfelf  then,  in  his  fecond  Com.ing, 
was  the  Comforter  of  all  thofe  who  had  believed 
in  Him,  and  received  Him  in  his  firit  Coming, 
and  fo  He  is  ftill :  And  the  Nature  of  this  Com- 
fort is  fuch,  that  it  unfpeakably  tranfcends  all  the 
Satisfadion  and  Enjoyments  we  can  have  in  the 
Creatures  of  God,  Human  or  others,  or  any  Plea- 
fures  of  our  own  inventing.  No  other  Enjoy- 
ment is  to  be  laid  in  the  Ballance  with  that  Di- 
vine Love  and  Confolation,  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  Chrift  gives  in  the  Mind  :  Pie  is  all  ConfoU- 
tion,  and  Peace,  and  Divine  Love* 

Thus  He  was  to  be  a  Comforter  to  his  Dif- 
ciples  and  Followers,  ( and  more  alfo )  and  fo  He 
is  ftill.  He  was  to  be  their  Leader  and  Guide 
into  all  Triithy  and  their  great  Remetnbrancer  and 
Inftrudior  :  He  had  many  things  then  to  fay  unto 
them,  but  they  could  not  bear  them  at  that  Time, 
Johnxiv.  26.  XV.  26.  and  xvi.  12.  And  who- 
foever  are  acquainted  with  this  Coming  of  the  Son 
of  God,  are  much  weaned  frcun  Defires  after 
the  many  Things  of  this  Wprld,  and  their  Plea- 

F  fures 
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fures  therein  are  mightily  abated  and  cut  off: 
Only  thofe  Things  that  are  nr.cdful  for  the  Sup- 
port of  Life  and  Suftentation  of  the  Body,  ob- 
tain*d  by  Defcent  from  Relations,  or  lawful  and 
honeft  Induftry,  rightly  ufed  and  applied,  are 
Bleflings  in  this  Life  from  God,  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  good  Providence,  and  for  which  we  are  to  be 
thankful  unto  Him,  in  the  Enjoyment  of  them. 

And  tho'  Chrifl  is  all  this,  and  whatever  can 
be  defired,  unto  his  People  and  Children,  from 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  Will  of  God  the 
Father,  yet  no  Man  can  command  this  Confola- 
tion,  or  any  Manifeftation  of  Him,  in  his  own 
Will  or  Time  :  It  is  the  Gift  of  God,  and  there- 
fore we  wait  for  it  from  Him,  in  a  iioly  and 
humble  Refignation  to  his  Will  j  and  He  is  not 
wanting  to  us  therein,  in  his  Own  Time,  as  we 
remain  faithful  in  our  Love  and  Duty  to  Him. 
Of  this  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  and  do  underftand 
and  know,  that  there  is  a  Divine  Self-evidencing 
Immortal  Power  manifefting  itfelf,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  Minds  of  Mankind,  and  fenfibly  in- 
fluencing them,  after  a  mod  agreeable  Manner, 
the  Idea  whereof  is  incommunicable  by  any  Lan- 
guage but  its  own,  unto  any  who  have  not  the 
Experience  of  the  fame  Thing  in  themfelves  ;  and 
that  this  Power  is  not  eflential  to  the  Being  of 
Man  ;  he  v/as  and  is  Man  before  he  knew  or 
knows  it ;  the  Celeftial  Influences  whereof  can- 
not be  commanded,  or  had,  by  Man  when  he 
pleafes  j  tho"  he  may  reflft;,  oppofe,  and  neglect 
them,  to  his  own  everlafling  Ruin :  And  I  be- 
lieve I  am  fpeaking  in  the  Audience  of  many  of 
both  Sexes,  that  have  Evidence  and  are  Wit- 
^lefleSj  that  there  js  a  Divine,  Living,  Soul- 
quickening 
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quickening  Power  appearing  in  them,  which  is 
not  of  themfelves,  which  they  cannot  move  or 
command  in  their  own  Time. 

.  -  Now  feeing  Chrift  the  Lord  is  thus  the  Re- 
\?u:  generator.  Leader,  Strengthener,  and  Supporter 
of  them  who  believe  in,  follow  and  obey  Him, 
What  is  He  to  the  World  ?  And  who  is  this 
World  ?  Even  all  Mankind,  throughout  all  Ages, 
paft,  and  at  this  time,  and  ever  will  be,  who 
have  not  believed,  do  not,  or  fliall  not  believe 
in  the  Word  of  God^  they  are  all  comprehended 
under  this  general  Word,  the  World.  He  Ihall 
repr-Qve  the  World  of  Sin  :  Here  is  a  general 
Reproof  of  all  the  World  for  Sin.  What  then 
is  Sin  ?  It  is  the  Tranfgreflfion  of  a  Law  •,  for 
where  there  is  no  Law,  there  is  no  TranfgrefTion. 
What  Law  therefore  hath  the  World  received 
from  God  and  tranfgreffed,  for  which  they  are 
reproved  and  condemned  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  ? 
Doth  he  mention  any  manner  of  immoral  Acti- 
ons, prohibited  by  any  given  Law,  for  which  he 
Ihall  reprove  them  ?  No,  it  is  becaule  they 
believe  not  in  him  who  does  reprove  them  :  For, 
tho*  God  hath  written  and  made  manifeil  this 
Law,  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life,  the  Law 
of  Divine  Light,  in  all  Mankind  in  the  World, 
from  the  Foundation  thereof  j  yet  the  World  hath 
Hill  hated  and  oppofed  it,  both  in  themfelves,  and 
in  thofe  who  have  believed  and  obeyed  it. 

God  condemned  the  old  World  for  their  Sins, 
and  deftroy'd  them  in  Judgment  without  Mercy  : 
Is  God  unrighteous  therefore,  or  cruel  ?  Did  He 
condemn  the  World  without  Offence,  or  the  Tranf- 
greffion  of  any  known  Law,  and  the  higheft  Pro- 
F  2  vocation  ? 
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vocation?  No,  God  is  altogether  Holy,  Righteous, 
Juft  and  Good,  and  fo  is  His  Law,  and  all  His 
Ways  are  Truth,  and  condemneth  None  without 
a  Caufe  on  Man's  Part,  and  Juftly.  We  find 
therefore,  that  God  gave  a  Law  to  the  old  World 
altogether  good,  and  well  adapted  from  the  Be- 
ginning of  it ;  for  the  Negleft,  Contempt,  and 
Breach  whereof  they  were  juftly  condemned  5  for 
lliith  the  Lordj  My  Sprit  jfhall  not  always  ftr'we 
with  Man.  Again  :  In  Him  (that  is,  in  Chrift  the 
Word  of  God )  was  Life^  and  that  Life  was  the 
Light  of  Men  •,  this  was  their  I^aw,  which  Law 
they  brake  •,  and  for  which  they  were  condemned 
and  punifhed.  This  is  the  Myftery  that  lay  hid 
from  the  Foundation  of  the  World,  Chrift  in 
Mankind  the  only  Hope  of  Glory  •,  and  this  Law 
is  in  Being  ftill,  and  ever  will  be,  and  is  written 
in  the  Hearts  of  all  Mankind  •,  this  Law  is  Light, 
^4.  and  is  as  a  Lamp  always  burning  -,  the  true  Light 
which  lighteth  every  Man,  Male  and  Female, 
that  cometh  into  the  World  ;  which  is  again  re- 
ftored  by  the  Union  of  the  fame  with  the  Nature 
of  Man,  in  the  Man  Chrift  Jefus ;  that  whofoever 
believeth  in  Him,  and  obeyeth  Him,  fhall  have 
Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  and  Life  everlafting ;  even 
by  Him  by  whom  came  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of 
Life,  which  fets  free  from  the  Law  of  Sin  and 
Death  •,  being  Life  everlafting  in  its  own  Nature. 
This  Law  being  given  unto  all  Nations  under 
Heaven,  Men  generally  break  it  in  one  Article  or 
other  J  by  obeying  and  following  the  Lufts  of  the 
Flcfh,  the  Lufts  of  the  Eye,  and  Pride  of  Life, 
and  their  own  Inventions  and  Imaginations  j  for 
which  this  Law  reproves  and  condemns  them^  and 
from  which  Condemnation  they  can  never  be  fav'd 
'till  they  believe  therein  and  obey  j    it  being  the 

Spiritual 
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Spiritual  Appearance  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
Word  of  God,  the  true  Light,  which  lighteth 
every  Man,  Male  and  Female,  that  cometh  into 
the  World. 

Men  may  ftout  it  out  as  much  and  as  long  as 
they  pleafe,  and  decry  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
and  call  it  by  what  opprobrious  Names  they  will ; 
yet  this  Eternal  Light  and  Day  of  God  will  be 
the  everlafting  Condemnation  of  all  thofe  who  con- 
tinue in  Unbelief.  And  until  Mankind  come  to 
believe  in  the  Son  of  God,  they  mull  remain  in 
a  State  of  Separation  from  God,  in  Ignorance  and 
Condemnation. 

It  is  necelTary  therefore  that  every  one  confider 
how  we  muft  believe  in  Him  •,  we  muft  believe  in 
Him  as  the  Father  promifed,  and  hath  accordingly 
fent  Him ;  I  will  give  Thee  for  a  Covenant  of  the 
People,  for  a  Light  of  the  Gentiles,  Ifaiah  xlii.  6. 
As  we  come  then  to  believe  in  the  Son  of 
God,  as  He  is  the  Light  of  the  World,  and  arc 
'baptized  of  Him  ( as  we  have  heard  this  Morning*  ) 
we  fhall  be  fived :  As  he  faid,  after  his  Refur- 
redion  from  the  Dead,  when  he  was  fpeaking  con- 
cerning the  Miflion  of  his  Difciples  to  preach  Sal- 
vation by  Him  unto  all  the  World:  All  Power  is 
given  unto  me  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth  \  go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  Nations,  baptizing  them 
into  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  teaching  them  to  obferve  all 
Thijngs  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;  and. 


*  Another  Pcrfon  having  fpoke  before  this  DiscoVRSB 
was  delivered. 

lot 
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lo !  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  End  or 
the  Worki*  Go  ye  into  all  the  World,  and  preach 
the  Gofpel  to  every  Creature.  He  that  helieveth 
and  is  baptized  fliall  be  faved,  but  he  that  helieveth 
not  (hall  be  damned.il  Again:  I  am  come  a  Light 
into  the  World,  that  whofoever  helieveth  onJVIe 
fhould  not  abide  in  Darknefs.i"  He  that  believeth 
on  Him  is  not  condemned,  but  he  that  helieveth  not 
is  cofidenmed  already^  hecaufe  he  hath  not  believed  in 
the  Name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  ;  and 
this  is  the  Condemnation,  that  Light  is  ccme  into 
the  fVorld^  but  Men  loved  Darknefs  rather  than 
Light,  hecaufe  their  Deeds  were  Evil,  John  iii, 
1 8,  19.  Again:  All  Things  that  are  reproved, 
are  made  manifeft  by  the  Light :  For  whatfoever 
doth  make  manifeft,  is  Light,  Ephefiansv.  13, 
And  topremonifh  them  v/hat  Baptifm  he  intended, 
as  confequential  to  their  Teaching,  or  rather  to  be 
done  at  the  fame  Time,  in  the  Act  of  Preaching, 
in  the  Power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (and  that  it  was 
not  Water-Baptifm )  he  bid  them  wait  for  the 
Prom.ife  of  the  Father,  which  he  had  told  them  of 
before,  John.  xv.  26,  For  John  truly  baptized 
with  Water ^  but  ye  Ihall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghofi  not  many  Days  hence :  But  ye  fhall  receive 
Power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghofi  is  come  upon  you. 
And  ye  fhall  be  Witnejjes  unto  me,  both  in  Jeru- 
fakm,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria^  and 
unto  the  uttermoft  Part  of  the  Earth.  A^s.  i. 
4>  5^  8. 


*  Matthew  xxviii,   18,   19,  20. 
II  Mark  xvi.  15,  16. 
■\'  John  xii.  4^. 

By 
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By  all  which  it  is  apparent,  that  the  Apoftles  of 
Chrifl  were  commanded  and  authorized  by  Chrifl, 
to  proclaim  Him  unto  all  Nations,  and  to  bear 
Witnefs  of  Him,  not  only  what  he  had  done  in 
the  Flelli  in  that  Adminiftration,  but  as  he  is  the 
"Word  of  God,  the  Light  of  the  World,  and 
Holy  Ghoil ;  and  that  all  who  fhould  believe  in 
Him  as  He  is  that  Light,  fhould  be  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft  (that  is,  be  made  Partakers  of  it 
in  fome  Degree )  and  be  faved  \  but  that  they  who 
did  not  believe  fhould  remain  where  they  were,  un- 
der everlafting  Condemnation  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
as  a  perpetual,  true,  and  powerful  Witnefs  againft 
them.  This  Condemnation  is  as  we  ftand  in  the 
State  of  Nature  in  the  firft  Adam^  and  in  Unbelief-, 
from  which,  neverthelefs,  we  may  be  Redeemed 
and  Saved,  if  we  do  not  continue  in  Unhelief  2lvA 
Difohedience  :  But  if  we  do  not  believe  in  the  Son 
of  God,  as  He  is  the  Divine  Light,  and  lent  as 
fuch  unto  us,  that  Condemnation  will  be  conjirmed 
upon  us,  and  remain  for  ever. 

But  then  fome  may  think  it  hard  that  fo  many 
Millions  of  People,  who  never  heard  of  Chrift, 
fhould  be  damned  becaufe  they  do  not  believe. 
To  whom  I  fay.  That,  fo  far  as  God  doth  make 
manifeil  his  Will  by  the  Light  of  his  Son  Chrift, 
that  is  his  Law  to  that  Soul  •,  and  fo  far  as  Man 
loveth  that  Law,  and  Ihows  it  by  Pradice,  he 
cannot  truly  be  called  an  Unbeliever.  He  be- 
lieves in  a  Holy  Som  e  t h  i  n o ,  a  -powerful  perfua- 
five  Something,  for  which  he  has  no  Name  ; 
and  when  he  a6ts  and  fays  according  to  the  Mani- 
feilations  of  it,  he  finds  Peace,  Tranquillity,  and 

Confolation 
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Conlblation  in  his  Mind ;  but  when  he  fpcaks, 
or  afts  contrary  to  it,  he  finds  Trouble  -,  fo  that 
he  is  difciplined,  as  by  the  Rod  and  reafonable 
Perfuafion,  into  moral  Virtue  and  Goodnefs.  I 
therefore  conclude  this  is  a  Mode  and  Degree  of 
Faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  the  I^ight  of  the  World, 
working  by  I^ove :  And  God  is  not  unrighteous  or 
unrealbnable,  to  require  any  more  of  any  one  than 
He  hath  given  or  made  known  ;  for  Chrift  faid  to 
the  PhariJieSy  and  the  reft  of  the  unbelieving  Jews^ 
If  ye  had  been  Blind  you  had  not  had  Sin,  but 
whereas  you  fay  you  fee,  you  have  no  Cloak  for 
your  Sin. 

Many  of  thofe  who  make  no  Profeflion  of 
Chrifb,  and  to  whom  he  hath  not  been  inftrumen- 
tally  preached,  are  in  the  Praftice  of  Moral  Virtue, 
doing  as  they  would  be  done  by,  thro'  the  Evi- 
dence they  have  of  it  as  a  Duty,  by  the  Divine 
Light  giving  them  Under/landing,  tho'  they  do 
not  know,  or  fon?ially  believe  in  it,  tmder  that 
Charaoier,  in  any  Language.  Whatever  you  fee 
therefore  ( for  I  have  a  mixed  Auditory )  or  fu- 
fpeft  in  your  Minds  to  be  wrong,  fhun  it  with  all 
your  Strength  •,  yet  not  trufting  therein,  but  in  the 
Grace  of  God  -,  and  the  Lord,  in  his  own  good 
Time,  will  open  his  Counfel,  and  give  you  Divine 
Wifdom  and  Underftanding,  according  to  his  kind 
Invitation:  "  Lift  up  thy  Voice  for  Wifdom,  and 
*'  with  all  thy  Gettings  get  Underftanding :"  For 
the  Knowledge  of  God  is  everlaftingLife  •,  "  This  is 
"  Life  Eternal  (faith  the  Son  of  God)  iohiowThtt 
"  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou 
*'  haft  fent. "  Then  follow  on  and  proceed  in  the 
Knowledge  of  God,  and  in  the  Increafe  of  that 

Wifdom, 


UnaJJified  hy  the  ^V\^\T,       49 

WiiHom,  whereby  to  avoid  every  Appearance  of 

Now  I  would  obferve  to  you,  that  the  Chriftian 
Religion  in  every  Form  of  it,  or  whatever  is  fo 
called,  is  accidental  to  the  greatefl:  Part  of  Man- 
kind profeffing  it,  being  educated  in  forne  Kind  of 
Notion  or  Profeffion  or  odier,  according  to  the 
Sentiments  of  their  Parents,  Guardians,  or  Tutors, 
before  they  have  any  Thought  or  Underftanding 
to  diftinguifli  between  Truth  and  Error,  and  moft 
commonly  fall  into  that  Way  or  Profeffion  of  Re- 
ligion moft  in  Repute  in  the  Worlds  and  moft  fa-r 
Jhionable  \  if  therefore  one  is  born  among  the  Ro' 
man  Catholicks,  he  is  of  that  Way ;  if  among  the 
Epifcopalians^  he  is  of  that  Way ;  or,  among  the 
Prefhyterians^  Independents,  Baptijls,  or  us  who 
are  now  diftinguiftied  by  the  Name  of  fakers, 
they  are  of  thofe  feveral  Ways,  or  Profeffions ; 
and  if  among  the  Maho?nmedans,  they  are  of  that 
falfe  Way:  How  powerful  therefore  and  diredive  is 
the  PrepofleiBon  and  Prejudice  of  Education  -,  and 
how  uncertain  and  unftable  is  any  Foundation 
laid  only  in  that  Way?  Howbeit,,  where  there  is 
nothing  elfe  but  Notions,  true  ones  are  better  than 
falfe ;  and  where  there  is  only  a  Mixture,  the  trueft 
are  beft  of  all,  and  may  be  taught  and  embraced, 
till  he  who  is  the  Truth  appears,  and  till  Light 
and  Life  be  made  manifeft  in  Him. 

The  Religion  then  which  moft  of  you  under 
this  Diftinftion  at  this  Day  do  profefs,  you  had  it 
firft  accidentally  by  Education,  Tradition,  and 
Imitation ;  but  being  convinced  by  the  Holy- 
Spirit  of  Truth,  and  believing  in  and  obeying  the 
fame,  to  the  fandtifying  of  your  Minds,  by  the 
G  effedlual 
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effectual  Operation  of  the  Power  and  Divine  Vir* 
tue  thereof  in  you,  your  Religion  is  now  become 
that  of  your  Underltandings,  Judgment,  Expe- 
rience, and  Knowledge ;  wherein  being  eftablilhed 
as  upon  the  fure  Rock  of  Ages ^  and  Foundation 
of  all  the  Generations  of  the  Righteous  from  the 
Beginning  of  the  World,  even  upon  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Wifdom  and  Power  of  God,  you  are  not  per- 
vertedi  nor,  I  hope,  pervertible;  nor  toffed  in 
Uncertainties  by  the  fubtil  Inventions  of  crafty 
yet  ignorant  and  defigning  Men,  wherein  they 
are  deceived  and  deceiving :  As  it  is  written.  If 
the  Blind  lead  the  Blind,  they  lliall  both  fall  into 
the  Ditch. 

To  conclude :  There  never  was  any  Thing  in 
the  World  under  the  Notion  of  Religion  Worthy 
of  that  Name,  fave  what  came  by  the  Infpiration 
of  God ;  whereby  the  Knowledge  of  Himfelf  was 
taught  by  the  Revelation  of  the  Son  of  God ,  that 
Mankind  might  be  reftored  to  Communion  with 
Grod  in  this  prefent  World,  and  to  know  Him  to 
be  the  molt  beneficent  and  fure  Comforter,  and 
that  at  laft  we  may  come  to  launch  into  the  Ful- 
nefs  of  his  Goodnefs,  at  whofe  Right  Hand  are  Ri- 
vers of  Divine  Pleafure,  for  evermore. 


T  O  ST^ 
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posrscRjpr. 

SOME  few  only  of  the  Texts  quoted  in  the 
foregoing  Discourse,  were  exprefly  men- 
tioned at  the  time  it  was  delivered ;  but  were  fince 
thought  neceffary  to  be  fupplied,  in  order  the 
better  to  fupport  the  Truths  therein  afferted,  and 
for  the  farther  Illuftration  of  the  Subjeds  which 
are  there  treated  of. 


'^; 
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THE 

FALL  of  iMAN 

IN    THE 

First     ADA  My 

AND 

His  Restoration 

BY 

Christ,  tht Second A'd km. 


A  DISC  OURS  E"  delivered  at  the 
Meeting  -  Houfe  in  ^racechurch  -ftreet , 
London,  September  i8,  1737. 


'T  is  generally-  granted  by  all  Chri- 
ftians,  that  the  Apoftles  of  Chrift 
were  infpired  of  God  to  their  Mi- 
niftry,  whether  that  was  by  Word 
and  Doftrine,  or  by  Prayer,  or  by 
Writing,  or  by  Working  cif  Miracles  •,  yet  it  does 
„IiOt  appear  by  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  every  one 
"^'''       >  .  of 
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of  them  wrought  Miracles  in  that  Day,  but  ra- 
ther the  Contrary.*  And  therefore  that  was  not 
a  remaining,  nor  neceffary  Qualification,  annex'd 
to  the  Miniftry  in  general,  but  was  a  particular 
Gift ;  but  the  Infpiration  of  God,  in  fome  Degree, 
is  flill  neceffary,  and  ever  will  be  to  the  End  of  the 
World. 

Akd  that  ivhich  is  renewed  unto  my  Remem- 
brance in  this  Meeting,  and  which  I  think  I  ought 
to  make  mention  of,  is  a  PafTage  of  Scripture 
written  by  the  Apoflle  FauU  concerning  the  Uni- 
verfal  Fall  of  Man,  and  that  all  Mankind,  through 
the  infinite  Love  and  Kindnefs  of  God,  may  be 
rellored  not  only  to  that  State  in  which  Man  was 
at  firft  perfected,  but  alfo  to  a  State  more  excellent 
than  that  was ;  but  how  far  that  is  attainable  in  this 
Life,  I  fhall  leave  at  prefent,  having  only  before 
me  (at  this  time)  the  Refloration  of  Man  in  ge- 
neral. '     '- 

The  particular  Text  is  this,|j  "  As  by  the 
"  Offence  of  One,  Judgment  came  upon  all  Men 
"  to  Condemnation  ;  i?w«7^b.y  theltighteoufnefs 
"  of  One,  the/r^<?  Gz//  came  upon  all  Men  unto 
"•  Juftification  of  Life."  I  have  been  thinking  in 
this  Meeting  how  the  Offence  of  the  Firft  Adam 
ihould  affed:  all  Men,  fince  Adam  Himfelf  bore 
his  own  Judgment,  and  that  Punifhment  that  God 
threatened  upon  him  in  Cafe  of  Difobedience. 
This  Confideration,  I  believe,  has  affeded  the 
Minds  of  many,  who,  through  Mifunderftanding, 


=^  1  Corinthians,  xii.  ic. 
li  Romans  v.  18,  19. 

have 
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hvive  called  into  Queftion  the  Truth  or  Juftice  [of 
this  Saying.  How  far  I  may  be  enabled  to  clear 
this  Point  I  cannot  fay ;  yet  fmce  it  is  of  great  and 
univerfal  Importance,  I  intreat  a  joint  Concurrence 
in  every  Mind  here.  And  I  think  it  is  not  at  all 
below  a  Miniftcr  of  Chrill,  earneftly  to  defire  the 
Prayers,  and  thereby  the  Afliftance  of  the  Audi- 
ence, in  a  mutual  Concern  and  Travail  of  Mind, 
that  the  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  may  be  brought  forth 
with  Clearnefs  •,  feeing  that  great  Apoftle,  who  was 
often  concerned  to  pray  for  his  Brethren,  did  fome- 
times  requeft  their  Prayers  for  him  in  the  like  Cafe. 
I  fay  then,  that  the  Unbelief,  Difobedience,  and 
K^o{Adam^  and  the  Effedls  of  it,  never  was,  or 
fhall  be  transferred  to  his  Pofterity,  or  any  of  them  ; 
fo  as  to  be  punilhed  as  an  A6V  of  Immorality,  or 
Difobedience  in  them  :  But  the  Lapfe  and  Apoftafy 
of  Adam^  from  his  Faith  in  the  Word  of  God, 
and  his  Acl  of  Difobedience  as  confequential  there- 
unto, happening  before  he  had  any  IlTue,  and  all 
Mankind  virtually  in  Him,  the  whole  human  Na- 
ture was  depraved  \  his  Mind  being  deprived  of 
that  Divine  Light  and  Life,  (by  his  own  Acl)  the 
Breath  of  Life  frofh  God,  by  which  he  was  com- 
pleted in  the  Image  of  God,  which  was  his  highelt 
Reditude  and  Perfedlion;  and  that  Light  and 
Life  being  withdrawn  from  him  (or  he  becom.e  in- 
fenfible  of  it  by  his  own  Depravation )  becaufe  of 
his  Unbelief  and  Difobedience,  he  degenerated 
from  that  State,  and  remained  only  a  rational  Ani- 
mal, as  he  was  before  he  received  it ;  and  became 
ignorant  of  the  Attributes  of  God,  as  appears  by 
one  plain  Inftance ;  for  when  he  had  offended  God, 
and  became  confcious  of  his  Guilt,  he  thought  he 
could  hide  himfel fkom.  the  all-feeing  Eye  of  God, 
who  is  prefent  every  where. 

Being 
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Being  then  only  a  rational  Animal,  deprived 
of  Divine  Light  and  Life,  and  reduced  unto  that 
depraved  Condition  before  he  had  any  Iffue ;  all 
his  Pofterity  have  proceeded  from  him  whilft  in 
that  State  (according  to  the  Teftimony  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures)  wherein  he  could  not  transfer 
unto  them  the  Image  of  God,  or  that  Divine  Life 
from  which  himfelf  was  fallen  ;  (nor  is  that  trans- 
ferable by  Human  Generation )  but  that  Animal 
Image,  or  Nature,  into  which  he  was  fallen  or 
relapfed. 

The  Apoftle  therefore  faith,  that  as  by  one 
Man's  Difobedience  many  were  made  Sinners,  fo 
by  the  Obedience  of  One  fhall  many  be  made 
righteous.  +  And  (ince  Adam  Himfelf,  being  the 
Root  of  all  Mankind,  died  as  to  his  Knowledge 
and  Enjoyment  of  that  Divine  Life  ( which  was 
properly  his  Fall)  and  that  not  transferable  unto  his 
Pofterity,  by  Generation,  or  Inheritance  inSuccef- 
fion,  as  is  his  Animal  Nature;  yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  lapfed  State,  that  Offence,  and  all  the  Of- 
fences of  Mankind  confequential  therefrom  -,  that 
the  unfpeakable  Mercy  of  God,  and  infinite  Ex- 
tent of  his  Almighty  Power  and  Goodnefs  might 
appear,  the  fame  Apoftle  alfo  lays  it  down  thus, 
"  Even  fo  by  the  Obedience  and  Right eoujnefs  of 
*'  One,  t\\t  free  Gift  C2.me:  upon  all  Men,  to  the 
*'  Jufiification  of  Life:  As  mAdam  all  die,  even  fo 
"  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be  made  alive."     j   Car. 


xv.    22. 


j-  Romans  v.  i^. 


Now, 
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Now,  pray  let  us  confider  this  Morning,  every 
one  for  one,  What  do  I  knoij:;  of  Sin  ?  What  do 
i  know  of  God?  What  do  I  hiow  of  Chrift? 
I  have  heard  of  God^  and  of  Chrift,  and  have  af- 
fiimed  upon  myfelf  that  Sacred  Name,  profeffing 
to  be  a  Worfhippor  of  the  One  Eternal,  True  and 
Living  God,  and  a  Believer  in  the  one  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Sent  of  God,  and  one  of 
his  Difciples,  and  yet  ( paradventure )  I  have  ne- 
ver confidered  what  I  profefs  as  I  ought ;  I  have 
never  meditated  on  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  nor 
in  his  Law,  nor  contemplated  the  Attributes  of 
God,  or  fought  Him  •,  neither  have  I  known  Sin 
by  Convidioni  but  by  Tradition  only, 

I  HAVE  been  taught  a  Form  of  W^ords  con- 
cerning Chrift,  what  He  was,  and  where  He  is, 
in  Heaven,  afar  off,  at  the  Right  Hand  of  the 
Father  ;  but  let  me  ferioufty  confider.  What  do  I 
really  and  experimentally  know  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  ? 

;  All  that  we  read,  or  hear,  concerning  God 
and  Chrift,  tho'  true,  is  but  fuperficial,  and,  as  a 
Hiftory  of  Perfons  and  Things  at  a  Diftance,  it 
is  no  true  faving  Knowledge  :  How  then  ihall 
Mankind  obtain  this  Knowledge  and  Experience  ? 
Here  is  a  free  Gift  come  upon  all  Men  without 
Exception.  By  whom  comes  this  Gift  ?  It  comes 
by  Jefus  Chrift^  the  Second  Adatn^  the  Lord  from 
Heaven^  as  He  is  a  quickening  Spirit,  by  whom 
we  are  infpired,  or  breathed  into  -,  and  a  Degree 
of  the  fame  Divine,  Eternal,  Light  and  Life,  loft 
in  the  Firft  Adam,  reftored  into  our  Hearts  and 
Minds.  This  is  the  Grace  of  God  which  briiigeth 
Salvation,  and  appeareth  in  all  Men,  convincing 
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us  of  our  Sins,  and  teaching  us  to  deny  all  Un-^ 
godliners  and  worldly  Lufts,  and  to  live  Soberly, 
Righteoufly,  and  Godly  in  this  prefent  World  t 
And  whofoever  believeth  in  this  Gi//,  and  obeyeth 
the  Teachings  thereof,  hath  a  free  Pardon  of  all 
his  Sins,  through  the  Blood  of  Him  by  whom  this 
Gift  came,  and  is  fanftified  and  juftified  of  God 
from  all  Sin,  and  the  Stains  and  Pollutions  thereof 
fully  •,  fo  that  whatever  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  loft' 
in  the  Firft  Adam,  is  regained  and  reftored  by  the 
Second. 

Yet  I  do  fufpe6t  that  many  in  my  Audience 
have  not  the  Knowledge  of  God,  know  nothing 
at  all  of  Chrift,  nor  of  this  free  Gift :  But  why  is 
it  called  a  free  Gift,  but  becaufe  it  is  mercifully 
and  fre€ly  given,  without  any  manner  of  Purchafe, 
or  Defert  in  us,  that  could  induce  the  Moft  High 
to  beftow  it,  but  is  given  from  the  Freedom  of  his 
own  Holy  Will,  from  his  own  merciful  Nature 
and  eternal  Goodnefs  ?  and  Chrift  himfelf,  who 
is  Eternal  Life,  is  that  Gift,  given  unto  all  Men 
.as  a  Divine  Saving  Light,  that  by  Faith  in  Him 
as  Light,  and  that  Faith  working  by  Love  un- 
feigned, proved  by  Repentance  of  Sins  paft,  and 
Obedience  unto  Him  in  Time  to  come,  all  may 
enter  into  Covenant  with  God,  and  live  and  reign 
with  Him,  in  his  Divine  Eternal  Light  and  Glory 
for  ever :  As  it  is  written,  "  God  fo  loved  the 
"  World  (that  is  all  Mankind  in  the  World) 
"  that  He  Gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
"  WHOSOEVER  believeth  in  'him  fhould  not 
"  perifli,  but  have  everlafting  Life.  "  This  Gift 
then  is  given  into  our  Hearts,  in  order  to  the 
Juflification  of  Life  \  for  by  Him  all  that  believe 
are  juftified  from  all  things  from  which  ye  could 

not 
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not  be  jaftified  by  the  Law  of  Mofes  *  •,  that  we 
may  live  a  holy,  righteous,  and  godly  Life  in  this 
World,  through  the  effeftual  working  of  tliis  G?//, 
through  Faith  therein  \  as  it  is  alfo  written,  By 
Grace  ye  are  faved,  through  Faith  ;  and  that 
not  of  yourfelves  :  it  is  the  Gift  of  God  i". 

This  Juflification  is  by  Chrift  the  Wifdom 
and  Power  of  God,  by  whom  we  who  were  un- 
juft  and  unholy,  are  made  righteous,  holy,  juft 
and  good  :  We  are  become  the  Workmaniliip  of 
God,  created  anew  unto  good  Works,  a  Juftifi- 
cation  from  Sin,  not  hi  Sin  -,  for  our  Sins  and 
Tranfgreffions  being  inconfiftent  with  the  Nature 
of  God,  we  can  never  be  faved  in  Sin,  but  from 
it,  and  from  all  the  difmal  and  deadly  Confe- 
quences  of  it,  and  therefore  is  that  Gift  come  up- 
on all  Men  ♦,  and  yet  we  fee  the  greateil  Part  of 
all  Mankind  are  unacquainted  with  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  is  a  Saving  Gift  from  God, 

But  fome  may  fay.  Why,  can  Mankind  have 
a  juftifying  Virtue  and  Power  in  himfelf  from 
God,  and  not  be  aware  of  it  ?  Yea,  fo  far  is  Man 
depraved  and  dead  to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  as 
he  ftands  in  the  fallen  Nature  and  Image  of  the 
Firft  Adam^  that  tho'  the  Gift  of  God  is  in  him,  a 
Manifeftation  of  the  Spirit,  or  Divine  Nature  of 
Chrift,  be  given  to  him  and  in  him,  yet  he  is 
'  not  acquainted  with  it,  or  aware  of  it. 


*  A<5ts  xiii.  59. 
\  Ephefians  ii,  8. 


H  2  S;!E 


IMCJ 


6o  Mans  Fall  in  ADA  M, 

Seeing  then  that  all  Mankind  have  's.free  Gift 
from  God,  it  is  worth  our  while  to  enquire  after 
it  in  ourfelves.     The  firft  Operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  then,  which  is  that  Gift  and  that  Wit- 
nefs  fore-promifed  in  Ifaiah  the  Prophet  jj ,  to  wit- 
nefs  for  God  and  againft  us,  is  to  convince  us  of 
our  Sins   in  our    own  Underftandings  •,  to   con- 
demn Sin  in  the  Flefh,  to  reprove,  witnefs  againft", 
and  condemn  every  Thought,  Word,  and  Aftion, 
that  is  inconfifl:ent  with  the  Nature  of  this  Gift  in 
Mankind.     This   is  the  fame  Thing  which  the 
Apoft:le  Paul  fpeaks  of,  where  he  faith.  There  is 
a  Manifeftation  of  the  Spirit  given  to  every  Man 
to  profit  withal.     This  is  the  fame  Divine  Thing 
which  is  called  the  Grace  of  God  :  This  is  that 
which  we,  who  are  called  ^mkers,  mean,  when 
we  fpeak  of  that  Divine  Light  which  manifefts 
itfelf,  and  every  corrupt  and  hurtful  Thing,    in 
the  Minds  of  Human  Kind  ;  that  Powerful  and 
and  Intelledtual  Monitor,  who  kindly  and  gently 
admonifheth  us  in  our  Minds,   concerning  thofe 
Things  that  are  inconfiftent  with  Himfelf,  who  is 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  God. 

Now  this  is  not  the  Natural  Mind  of  Man,  nor 
any  Thing  elfential  to  itfelf,  that  reproves  and 
condemns  its  Corruptions,  (that  would  be  as  Vice 
correfting  Sin  : )  The  Illuminator  and  the  Illumi- 
nated are  not  the  fame  ',  neither  are  the  Reprover 
and  the  Reproved,  the  Condemner  and  Con- 
demned, the  fame  -,  tho'  both  are  within,  in  the 
Heart,  and  in  the  Mind,  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  the  Mediator  between  God  and  Man,  that 
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'manifefcs,  reveals,  and  dilcovers,  in  our  Under- 
ftandings,  fuch  Things  as  are  difpleafing  to  God, 
that  we  may  avoid  them  ;  and  likewife  our  Duty 
to  Him,  and  one  unto  another ;  that  we  may  do 
it  in  all  Sincerity,  Holinefs,  Righteoufnefs,  and 
Truth. 

This  Divine  Monitor  and  Teacher  is  Eter- 
nal Life  in  his  own  Nature  j  the  Effential  Truth, 
the  Spirit  of  God,  who  is  Unchangeable.  A  Ma- 
nifeftation,  Degree,  or  Portion  of  this  hath  been 
difpenfed  unto  Mankind  throughout  all  Genera- 
tions j  yet  God  is  not  devifible  into  Parts,  as 
Matter  is  :  The  Light  of  the  Sun,  we  fee,  fhines 
upon  Mankind  upon  the  Face  of  the  whole  Earth, 
and  enlightneth  the  Eyes  of  Millions  of  People  at 
one  and  the  fame  Time,  which  are  all  divided  one 
from  another,  and  far  feparate  ;  yet  the  Light  it- 
felf  is  not  divided,  but  one  and  the  fame  entire 
undivided  Being  continually  :  Even  fo,  God,  who 
is  Divine,  Effential,  Inacceffible,  Intelledlual,  Un- 
changeable Light,  fhines  into  the  Hearts  and 
Minds  of  all  Mankind,  at  all  Times,  and  in  all 
Places  ;  as  it  is  written,  "  God,  who  commanded 
"  the  Light  to  fhine  out  of  Darknefs,  hath  fliined 
*'  in  our  Hearts,  to  give  the  Light  of  the  Know- 
"  ledge  of  the  Glory  of  God,  in  the  Face  of 
"  Jefus  Chrift.  But  we  have  this  Treafure  in 
"  Earthen  Veflels,  that  the  Excellency  of  the 
"  Power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us  -f ." 

If 

But   tho'  this  Light  fliineth  in  all  Mankind, 
all  do  not  perceive  or  comprehend  it  as  fuch.     It 
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fhineth  in  Darknefs,  and  the  Natural  Mind  of 
Mankind  is  that  Darknefs,  and  fo  remaineth,  and 
ever  will,  until  they  believe  in  that  Light,  and 
then  they  themfelves,  being  thereby  illuminated 
and  begotten,  and  therewith  united,  as  in  an  ever- 
lafting  Covenant  of  Light  and  Life  :  Then  he  and 
they,  who  were  fometimes  Darknefs,  become 
Light  in  the  Lord,  and  fo  remain  and  continue 
in  Him  for  ever  and  ever  •,  fhining  as  Stars  in 
the  Firmament  of  his  Power  to  all  Eternity. 

Again  ;  This  free  Gift  which  is  come  upon 
all  Men,  in  order  to  the  Juftification  of  Life,  is 
alfo  "  the  true  Light  which  lighteth  every  Man 
*'  that  Cometh  into  the  World.  '*  We  are  Dark- 
nefs with  all  our  Natural  Faculties  and  Properties, 
totally  ignorant  of  this  Light,  till  it  fliineth 
through  and  out  of  this  Darknefs ;  and  the  firft 
Effed  of  this  fliining  in  the  Mind,  Underftand- 
ing,  or  Confcience  of  Mankind,  ( what  Words 
ihall  I  ufe  to  be  underftood  ? )  is  the  Difcovery 
and  Condemnation  of  Evil  in  and  unto  Man  \ 
which  being  repented  of,  and  forfaken  by  the 
Tranfgreflbrs,  fuch  are  juftified  from  Sin,  and  all 
the  evil  Confequences  of  it  for  ever.  And  the 
fime  Righteoufnefs  which  condemneth  Man  for 
Sin  while  he  abideth  therein,  in  a  State  of  Unbe- 
lief and  Difobedience,  juftifieth  him  from  Sin, 
when  he  believes  in  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  (which 
condemns  him )  and  forfakes  his  Sin  -,    yet  that 

Condemnation  will  remain  for  ever,  if  the  Sinner 
•  .  .  . 

never  believes  ;  "  for  he  that  belie veth  not,  is 
'.'  condemned  already."    John  iii.  i8. 

There  is  a  Time  wherein  all  Men  are  in  a 
State  of  Unbelief,  in  which  every  one  of  us  are, 

or 
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or  have  been,  as  all  you  who  now  believe,  look- 
ing back  to  your  firft  State,  will  readily  grant ; 
tho'  at  the  fame  time  you  w-ent  to  yoiw  Churches, 
to  your  Meetings,  or  fome  ^yay  or  other,  and 
under  fome  or  other  Chara«5ler  of  Religion  ;  and 
yet  had  no  Faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  as  He  is  the 
Divine  Light  and  Word  of  God,  nor  had  you 
any  real  folid  Knowledge  at  all  of  Him  :  But  now 
I  hope  and  believe,  many  of  you  have  obtained 
true  and  faving  Faith,  through  the  fenfible  Opera- 
tion of  the  Divine  Power  which  dwelleth  in  that 
Light,  whereby  he  hath  condemned  the  Body  of 
the  Sins  of  the  Flefh  in  you,  with  the  Carnal 
Mind,  (which  is  Enmity  againft  God)  with  ali 
its  evil  Produds  and  Fruits,  and  that  you  have 
repented  and  forfaken  them. 

In  this  Mind  are  rooted  and  grounded  all  the 
Evil  that  is  in  Mankind  :  This  Mind,  in  itfelf,  is 
not  fubjeft  to  the  Holy  Law  of  God,  nor  can  be  : 
This  is  the  Life  of  the  Flefh,  condemned  therein 
with  its  Deeds,  by  the  Manifeflation  of  the  Life 
of  the  Son  of  God,  that  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God 
may  take- Place,  and  be  exalted  in  the  Mind,  and 
a  Conformity  therein  wrought  by  Himfelf  to  his 
own  Glory. 

The  fame  Divine  Power,  I  fay,  that  con- 
demns Sin  in  the  Flefh,  opens  the  Underflanding 
into  the  Things  of  God,  difcovers  to  Man  his 
-Duty  to  God  and  his  Neighbour  -,  and  Man  be- 
lieving therein-,  it  enables  him  to  fay  it,  and  do 
it.  Sin  is  thus  condemned  in  our  Flefh,  by  the 
Law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  come  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
•■that  the  eternal  Righteoufnefs  of  that  Law  might 
be  fiilfilled  in  us  by  its  own  Power,  who  walk  not 

after 
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after  the  Lufts  and  Defires  of  the  Carnal  Mine!) 
but  according  to  the  Holy  Mind  of  the  Divine 
and  juftifying  Spirit  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  fets 
free  from  the  Law,  or  Power,  of  Sin  and  Death, 
and  from  the  Yoke  and  Bondage  of  him  who.  had 
Power  therein,-  Satan^  the  Adverfary  and  greaE 
Deceiver,  the  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Dark- 
nefs  of  this  World,  who  fhall  be  deftroyed  at  laft, 
by  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Revelation  and  Coming 
of  the  Son  of  God.  Again  ;  The  Miniftration 
of  Condemnation  is  glorious  in  its  Day  ;  but 
much  more  glorious  is  the  Day  of  Juftification  and 
Salvation.  There  is,  indeed,  a  great  Glory  fhines 
in  the  Heart,  Mind,  and  Underftanding  of  Man- 
kind, at  the  Appearance  of  the  Divine  Light  j 
for  every  Appearance  of  Evil  is  from  thenceforth 
condemned  thereby,  and  all  the  Knowledge,  Wif- 
dom,  Righteoufnefs  and  Glocy  of  Man,  becomes 
inglorious  unto  himfelf,  by  the  Manifeftation  of  a 
real  and  more  excellent  Knowledge,  Wifdom, 
Righteoufnefs,  and  Glory,  which  fideth  not  away  : 
Man  then  is  afhamed  of  himfelf;  he  is  out  of 
Love  with  himfelf,  through  the  Illumination  and 
Operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  Power  of  the 
Son  of  God  j  xhtfree  Gift  came  upon  Me?t  to  the 
Juftincation  of  Life. 

Being  then  juftified,  and  faved  from  Sin 
through  Grace,  we  have  then,  and  not  till  then, 
fomethlng  wherein  to  glory  ;  as  it  is  written, 
*'  Thus  fairh  the  Lord,  let  not  the  Wife  Man 
"  glory  in  his  Wifdom,  neither  let  the  Mighty 
"  Man  glory  in  his  Might,  let  not  the  Rich  Man 
*^  glory  in  his  Riches  ;  but  let  him  that  glorieth, 
"  glory  in  this,  that  he  underftandeth  and  know-  ■ 
*'  eth  Me,    that  I  am  die  Lord,  who  exercifc 
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"  Loving-kindnefs,  Judgment  and  Righteouf* 
"  nefs  in  the  Earth  :  For  in  thefe  things  I  delight^ 
*•  faith  the  Lord.'* 

^'"^ERETOFORJE:  we  bslicved  the  Hiftorical  and 
t)o6lrinal  Truths  reported  in  the  holy  Scriptures, 
and  by  the  Moral  Difcourfes  of  Men  ;  but  now 
the  Mind  being  fenfibly  reproved  by  Him  who 
difcovers  unto  Man  his  Thoughts,  State,  and  Con-i 
dition,  even  all  his  Failings  •,  that  Man  now  be- 
lieves in  that  Divine  Life,  that  Eternal  Word, 
and  trufteth  therein  as  the  fure  Foundation  ;  and 
then  repenting  of  Sin,  and  all  the  Evils  that  he 
hath  done,  he  renounces  all  his  evil  Cogitation* 
and  Defires,  and  then  God,  through  the  merciful 
Application  of  the  BloOd  of  Chrift,  gives  him  a 
free  Pardon  of  all  his  Sins  and  Tranfgrefiions, 
juftifies  him  therefrom,  and  feals  unto  him  the 
full  Evidence  and  Affurance  thereof  by  his  Holy 
Spirit  bearing  Witnefs  in  his  Spirit,  that  he  him- 
felf,  who  was  by  Nature  a  Son  of  the  Flefli  in  the 
firft  Adam,  and  a  Tranfgreflbr,  is  now,  through 
the  inSnite  Love,  Mercy,  and  Goodnefs  of  God, 
artd  Sandirication  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  become  a 
Son  of  God,  and  free  from  all  Sin  ;  and  1  could 
wifh,  in  univerfal  Love,  that  every  Soul  here  had 
Experience  of  it,  and  do  not  queilion  but  that 
many  have. 

As-  a  Man  trufts  in  the  Gift  of  the  Grace  of 
God,  and  waits  upon  Him  therein,  his  Mind 
comes  thereby  to  be  changed  from  Glory  to  Glory, 
from  one  Degree  of  Illumination  to  another  -,  fo 
that  he,  by  degrees^  regains,  by  the  Manifefla- 
tions  and  Operations  of  the  quickening  Spirit  of 
the  Second  Adam^  all  that  was  loft  in  the  Firft  : 

I  Whiift 
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Whilft  Man  remains  in  the  Firft  Adam^  he  is  un-* 
der  Condemnation  j  but  being  born  again  of  the 
Second,  he  is  then  free,  and  in  the  Liberty  of  the 
Sons  of  God.  He  that  doth  not  fee  his  Sins,  nor 
believe  in  that  Divine  Light  which  difcovers  them, 
can  never  repent  ;  for  how  can  he  repent  of  any 
thing  as  Evil  that  he  does  not  fee  and  believe  to  be 
fo  ?  And  how  can  he  fee  without  Light  ?  While  the 
Mind  of  Man  is  one  with  his  Sins,  and  loves  them, 
he  cannot  repent,  but  being  convinced  of  Sin,  and 
believing  in  him  who  by  Grace  doth  convince  him 
of  Sin,  he  fbrfaketh  his  Sins  and  adhereth  unto  God, 
who  in  infinite  Love  and  Mercy  condemns  Sin  in 
him,  by  the  Words  of  Reproof,  which  are  the  way 
of  Life  ;-}"  and  ftill  the  fame  divine  Principle  un- 
der many  Denominations.  Again  i  as  many  as  I 
love,  1  rebuke  and  chaften,  be  zealous  therefore 
and  repent.  Rev.  iii.  19.  Again^  my  Son,  de- 
fpife  not  diou  the  Chaftizing  of  the  Loud.  Heh, 
xii.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 

But  he  who  believes  and  obeys  the  Spirit  of 
this  World,  the  Evil  and  Subtle  One,  in  the  Lufts 
and  Pleafures  of  it  •,  as  he  is  fenfual  and  earthly  he 
goes  on  therein,  from  one  Degree  of  Depravation 
to  another,  untill  he  is  brought  forth  in  his  Mind 
jn  the  Image  and  Nature  of  Satan,  and  arrives  at 
all  Manner  of  Wickednefs ;  as  Self-Love,  Pride, 
Vain-Glory,  Arrogance,  Self- Preference,  Self- 
Exaltation,  Lull  of  Power,  Pre-eminence,  Do- 
minion, Rebellion  againft  Superiors,  Contempt 
of  them,  and  of  Equals;  full  of  Envy  and  Bitter- 
nefs.   Lying,   Falfe-Accufmg,    Falfe-Witnefs, 
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Slander,  EviJ-Speaking,  Back-biting,  Vilifying, 
Fornication,  Adultery,  Murder,  Debate,  De- 
ceit, Hypocrify,  Patiality,  denying  of  the  Truth, 
hating  of  God  and  Chrift,  and  fo  arriving  at  the 
Completion  of  all  Unrighteoufnefs,  a  Child  of  the 
Devil,  to  the  Meafure  of  the  Stature  of  his  Full- 
nefs. 

And  on  the  contrary,  they  who  believe,  follow, 
and  obey  the  Divine  Difcoveries,  and  have  ths 
Word  of  God  in  themfelves,  the  Obje<51:  of  their 
Faith  and  Love,  they  come  to  be  Children  of 
God,  and  have  in  themfelves  all  the  Properties  of 
the  Firft-born,  even  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of 
God,  and  do  by  that  Holy  Nature,  all  that  God 
requires  of  them ;  it  is  their  Meat  and  Drink, 
their  Pleafure  and  chief  Delight,  to  do  the  Will 
of  God,  and  to  run  in  the  Ways  of  his  Com- 
mandments. 

While  they  were  only  rational  Animals,  and 
Children  of  Wrath,  in  the  State  of  the  Firft  Adam^ 
they  were  full  of  Wrath,  and  the  Wrath  of  God 
abode  upon  them ;  but  being  made  Children  of  God 
in  the  Beloved  who  is  Love,  they  are  filled  with 
Virtue  and  Love  unfpeakable  in  Him. 

This  great  Work  and  Change  is  not  in  the 
Body ;  that  is  ftill  what  it  was  before,  (tho*  it  alfo 
may  in  fome  Sort  be  afFeded  thereby  after  his 
Kind)  the  Change  is  in  the  Mind,  the  Tranfgref- 
fion  is  in  and  by  the  Mind,  and  there  alfo  muft  the 
Reftoration  be :  You  all  know  as  well  as  I,  tliat 
the  Body  is  only  the  Inftrument  of  the  Mind :  It 
is  the  Mind  in  the  Body  which  thinks,  defires, 
I  2  con- 


68        Maris  Fall  in  ADA  M, 

contrives,  ads  and  does,  all  things  poflible  for  Man, 
whether  Good  or  Evil. 

I F  therefore  the  Mind  be  changed,  regenerated, 
and  brought  forth  in  the  Image  of  God,  by  the 
Power  and  Wifdom  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  then  all 
that  the  Lord  God  requires  of  Man,  with  relpeft 
to  his  Duty  in  Righteoufnefs,  becomes  a  Law  of 
Nature  to  him.  This  is  not  the  Work  of  Man, 
but  of  God.  As  the  Son  of  God  hath  faid.  Ex- 
cept a  Man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  King- 
dom of  God  j*  and  as  that  which  is  born  of  the  Fleih 
is  Flefh,  fo  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is 
Spirit:  But  the  carnal  or  natural  Mind  receiveth 
not  the  Things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  •,  it  is  blind  to 
them,  and  cannot  fee  the  Excellency  that  is  in  God 
above  all  his  Creatures  -,  cannot  perceive  the  Di- 
vine Pleafure  and  Enjoyment  that  is  in  God,  the 
Mind  and  Confcience  being  defiled,  benum'd,  and 
dead,  through  Sin  and  dead  Works,  to  all  Senfe 
and  Relifh  of  the  Love  and  Goodnefs  of  God. 

But  neverthelefs,  ^  believe  there  are  many  here 
(and  am  glad  of  the  Foundation  I  have  for  it)  in 
this  Meeting,  who  are,  through  the  Grace  of  God, 
become  WitnefTes  of  holy  divine  eternal  Love, 
whereby  they  are  confolated,  far  above  what  they 
could  be  by  the  Enjoyment  of  any  Thing  here  be- 
low, through  Faith  and  Obedience  to  that  holy  and 
free  Gift  by  which  they  are  juftified,  and  faved. 
Such  can  never  compare  any  outward  temporal 
Things,  of  this  vain  and  periihing  World,  with 
the  Enjoyment  of  that  divine  and  living  Love  Ihed 
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abroad  in  their  Hearts  by  the  Life  of  the  Soii  o^ 
God,  by  which  they  are  influenced,  at  times,  as 
it  pleafeth  Him,  in  the  Hfting  up  of  the  Light  of 
Jnis  Countenance  upon  them.  Oh!  The  living 
Love  of  God  in  Chrifl:  Jefus!  Oh,  that  every  one 
here  had  a  hying  Fechng,  Senfe,  and  Evidence 
thereof  All  our  Works,  Worfliips,  and  Services, 
ought  to  work  by  Love,  and  not  by  Moral  Pre- 
cepts only.  All  thefe  arc  confequential  to  the 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrill  in  Mankind, 
which  rciloreth,  not  only  the  Image  of  God  in 
Man,  as  he  was  in  his  firft  Perfedion,  but  exalteth 
him  above  that  State,  when  com  pleated  by  the 
Work  of  Regeneration  •,  for  in  the  iirft  State  he 
was  the  Son  of  God  by  Creation,  but  in  this  he  i» 
the  Son  of  God  by  Regeneration,  whereby  he  be- 
comes Partaker  of  the  Divine  Nature,  and  being 
united  unto  the  Father  through  the  Son,  the  Me- 
diator, is  one  Spirit  with  him. 

Those  are  born,  not  of  Blood,  nor  of  the  Will 
of  the  Flelh,  nor  of  the  Will  of  Man,  but  of 
God  i  this  is  the  the  great  and  glorious  Work  that 
the  Son  of  God  is  come  to  do,  in  and  upon  all 
Mankind  that  believe  in  him,  and  receive  him  in 
the  Way  of  his  coming.  According  to  that  De- 
claration of  a  Man  of  God  ;  *'  It  is  the  Will  of 
God  that  all  Men  fhould  be  faved,  and  come  to 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth." 

Whose  Will  then  is  it,  that  contradids  the  Will 
of  God?  It  is  the  united  Will  oi' Satan  and  deluded 
^nd  deceived  Man,  which  is  contrary  to  the  Will 
of  God.  '*  This  is  the  Will  of  God,  even  your 
"  Sandification  i"  God  wills  Man's  Sandiiica- 
tion,  according  to  his  Command  i  Be  ye  holy,  for 

I  am 
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I  am  holy,  faith  the  Lord.  God  wills  that  Mankind 
fhould  be  holy  like  hnnfelf,  but  Satan  and  Men 
will  that  they  fhould  be  corrupted,  and  like  unto 
the  Evil  One,  Unholy,  Unrighteous,  and  Ungodly. 
But  we  mud  renounce  the  Will  of  Satan  and  the 
Flelh,  and  be  fubjected  to  the  Will  of  God,  at  all 
Times,  and  in  all  Things. 

But  then  too  many  are  apt  to  think  and  fay. 
If  I  pleafe  God  after  fo  flri<5t  a  Manner,  I  Ihall  be 
abridged  of  the  Liberties  of  Nature,  and  be  ftript 
of  abundance  of  Things  and  Pleafures  I  chiefly 
delight  in,  and  then  my  Life  here  would  be  only 
a  dull  and  heavy  Scene  of  Melancholy,  devoid  of 
all  Satisfaftion  -■,  but  then  confider,  that  the  great 
Author  of  the  Univerfe,  who  hath  all  Things  in 
his  Power,  abundantly  over-ballanceth  that  Ac- 
count •,  the  Reward  he  gives  is  incomparably  more 
valuable  than  any  Thing  we  have  to  part  with. 
"We  and  all  we  are,  or  have,  is  his  •,  he  demandeth 
but  his  own.  He  requires  us  to  deny  ourfelves, 
but  he  gives  us  hhnfelf'm  Exchange.  Matt,  x.  37. 
Mark  viii.   34. 

He  preacheth  Self- Denial  in  the  Mind  by  his 
Grace,-f  as  the  Beginning  of  our  Difcipleiliip.  We 
"have  been  ftrongly  attached  in  our  Defires  to  many 
vain  and  needlefs  Things,  which  were  not  good 
for  us,  nor  convenient,  but  hurtful,  tho' we  might 
think  them  good  in  Times  of  Ignorance  and  Dark- 
nefs,  in  an  Animal  State:  But  when  the /r*?^  Q'lft 
of  God  v/as  made  manifeu:  in  our  Underflandings, 
v/c  then  law  thefe  Things  were  not  according  to  the 
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JMind  and  Nature  of  God.  Shall  I  then  rather  pro- 
ceed to  indulge  myfelf  in  thofe  Things  which  are 
difpleafmg  to  God,  my  Creator,  and  great  Bene- 
fad:or,  and  hurtful,  prejudicial,  and  deftrudive  to 
my  own  Soul,  than  to  take  up  the  Crofs,  deny  my 
hurtful  Lulls,  and  follow  the  Lord  Chrift,  in  the 
Way  of  HoUnefs  and  Self- Denial,  to  the  Throne 
of  his  Glory  ? 

Now  Neighbours,  Country-men,  and  Friends, 
let  us  confidcr  this  Day,  how  tar  we  have  taken 
up  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  and  wherein?  How  far 
have  we  deny'd  ourfelves,  and  in  what  ?  What 
have  we  parted  with  for  the  Sake  of  Chriit?  Have 
we,  for  his  iSake,  and  at  his  Command,  or  Inftance, 
parted  with  fo  much  as  any  ufelefs,  or  needlefs,  or 
vain,  or  hurtful  Thing?  I  am  afraid  a  great  many 
cannot  juftly  anfwer  here  as  I  could  wifli  they  could, 
and  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  I  have  accounted  all 
Things  as  Lofs  and  Dung  that  I  might  win  Chrift, 
and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  on  fo  much  as 
my  own  Righteoufnefs,  but  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  God,  through  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  in  truth  called.  The  Lord  our  Righteouf- 
nefs, by  all  thofe  who  are  born  of  him  their  ever- 
lafting  Father. 

If  we  can  fay  thefe  Things  truly,  bleflfed  arc 
we,  and  happy  ftiall  we  be :  But  if  not,  let  us  be- 
gin -,  fome_  have  already,  and  long  ago,  begun, 
and  made  good  Progrefs ;  and  I  wifh  Profperity 
and  Perfeverance  to  all  fuch,  and  that  they  may 
finifti  well,  whoever  they  are.  But  they  who  never 
take  up  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  will  be  found  unworthy 
of  him.  They,  as  the  Lord  faith,  "  who  have 
*'  forfaken  Houfes,    or  Brethren,  or  Sifters,    or 

*'  Father, 
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*'  Father,  or  Mother,  or  Wife,  or  Children,  of 
"  Lands,  for  my  Name-fake  and  the  Gofpel,- 
"  fhall  receive  in  this  Life  an  hundred  Fold,  and 
"  fhall  inherit  Life  Everlafting/'  Matt.  xix.  29. 
Mark  X.  29. 

Thus  we  Mortals  mufl  be  ftripped,  even  of 
the  mod  lawful,  ufeful,  necefiary,  delightful  and 
comfortable  Things  in  Life,  tho*  Blefllngs  from 
God  in  a  State  of  Nature,  when  God,  the  great 
Author  of  our  Being,  and  of  all  we  enjoy,  and 
the  natural  Life  too,  is  pleafed  to  call  for  them ; 
but  not  otherwife  by  any  voluntary  Humility,  or 
blind  Zeal,  or  Self-  Adion  in  our  own  Wills  or 
Time,  but  as  the  Lord  requires  them,  to  his  own 
Glory,  in  Teftimony  of  Faith  in  him,  and  Love 
and  Obedience  to  his  Commands:  And  yet  the 
Gain  is  great,  and  ftill  on  our  Part,  we  have  un- 
fpeakably  more  than  an  Equivalent ;  in  this  Life 
an  hundred  Fold,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  Life 
Evelafting,  and  to  reign  with  God  and  the  Lamb 
in  the  Dominion  and  Kingdom  of  his  Glory  for 
ever  and  ever.     Rev.  in.  21. 

The  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Moral  Law  and  Co- 
venant, delivered  unto  Ifrael  by  Mofes  on  Tables 
of  Stone,  condemneth  every  Thing  that  is  evil  and 
nnrighteous,  and  teacheth  all  Moral  Duties  toward 
God  and  Man  j  and  the  Rewards  under  that  Co- 
venant were  Temporal;  they  had  a  Country  and  In- 
heritance by  Promife,  which  alfo  was  performed 
unto  them  •,  but  the  Son  of  God,  the  Mediator  of 
a  better  Covenant,  and  Difpenfer  of  a  more  ex- 
cellent Law,  goes  farther  i  That  was  written  on 
Tables  of  Stone,  This  on  the  deflily  Table  of  the 
Heart  •»  That  gave  the  Blefllngs  of  this  Life  com-^ 

mon 
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mon  to  every  Creature  after  their  Kinds,  but  no 
Promife  of  chat  which  is  to  come  (Life  and  Immor- 
tahty  is  brought  to  Light  through  the  Gofpel,  and 
that  with  Grace  and  Truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrifl: ) 
but  this  remands  them,  in  Teflimony  of  theTruth 
of  Faith  and  Love  to  the  Giver  of  them.  Yet,  by 
how  much  this  is  a  better  Law  and  Covenant,  that 
of  Works,  this  of  Light  and  Grace,  enabhng  the 
Mind  of  him  that  beheveth  therein  to  perform  all 
its  Requirings,  and  difpenfed  by  a  more  excellent 
Mediator,  and  the  Rev/ard  more  glorious,  being 
both  temporal  and  eternal,  by  io  much  we  have 
flill  the  Advantage-,  anid  the  rather,  feeing  tlx^ 
Temporals  required  of  us  remain  in  our  PofTelFion, 
and  are  our  own,  as  given  us  of  God,  until  he  is 
pleafed  to  demand  both  us  and  them,  to  his  own 
Glory  ;  for  all  are  his-,  by  him,  through  him, 
and  for  him  are  all  Things,  and  therefore  let 
me  ask  this  Queftion,  "What  have  we  done  of  this 
Kind? 

Now  I  think  I  hear  fome  happy  Soul  fay, 
BlefTed  be  the  holy  Name  of  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
my  Salvation,  he  hath  called  me  by  his  Grace  to 
this  Difciplefliip,  and  enabled  me  thereby  to  deny 
and  forfake  every  thing  in  this  World  he  hath 
hitherto  required  of  me,  and  made  known  as  my 
Duty  to  himfelf  and  Fellow-Mortals. 

This  cannot  be  but  through  the  free  Gift  of 
God  enabling  Mankind  thereunto,  through  Faith 
tlierein  at  the  Times  of  its  Influence,  and  then  co- 
working  with  it.  He  therefore  who  hath  thus  de- 
ny*d  himfelf,  let  him  (till  continue  to  take  up  his 
daily  Crofs,  and  defpife  the  Shame  yet  attending, 
in  fome  Degree,  as  well  as  in  that  Day,  not  in 
K  one 
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one  thing  only,  but  in  all  that  Chrift  the  Lord,  by 
i^tfree  Qij4  of  his  Grace,  requires  of  him,  whe- 
ther of  faying,  doin^j  orfufFering,  and  follow  the 
Son  of  God  freely  and  fully,  in  the  Way  of  Rege- 
neration i  for  this  is  the  Way  we  muft  all  follow 
him,  if  ever  we  arrive  at  the  Throne  of  his 
Glory. 

No  Mortal,  in  his  own  Will  and  Power,  is  able 
to  do  this  •,  we  did  not  give  ourfelves  our  firft  Being, 
neither  can  v/e  of  ourfelves  acquire  this  better  and 
mpre  excellent  State  of  Being  •,  it  is  attained  by  the 
Power  and  Efficacy  of  xhtfree  Gift  of  God :  That 
divine  and  powerful  Gift,  which  as  heavenly  Leaven 
works  the  Change,  inleavening  the  Mind  with  its 
own  holy,  righteous,  arid  divine  Nature  and  Pro- 
perties *,  and  therefore  I  preach  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
once  more  among  you,  for  he  will  fan6lify,  juftify, 
and  fave  you,  and  in  due  time  alfo  glorify  every 
Soul  of  you  who  believe  in  him,  and  follow  and 
obey  him,  and  he  himfelf  will  even  teach  you  fo 
to  do,  if  you  will  be  inftrufted  by  him. 

Again,  "  He  that  willfave  his  Life,  fiiall 
*'  lofe  it ',  but  wliofoever  will  lay  down  his  Life 
^^  for  my  Name's  Sake,  and  the  Gofpel,  tlie  lame 
^'  fhall  find  it.'*  The  natural  Lite  and  carnal 
Mind  of  Mankind  is  attached  and  fet  upon  many 
jow  and  mean  Things  in  this  prefent  World,  which 
are  of  no  Value  in  themfelves,  but  rather  vexatious 
Incumbrances.  All  that  is  in  the  World,  "  the 
"  Luft  of  the  Flefh,  Eye,  and  Pride  of  Life  i'* 
What  are  they,  and  where  do  they  tndl  They  all 
perifh  with  the  Ufing.  The  Riches  ofthis  World, 
the  right  Ufe  being  perverted,  are  fubfervient  only 
to  its  Pleafures,  which  war  againft  the  Soul,  and 
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deftroy  Its  real,  true,  and  lafting  Joys  in  the  Sal- 
vation of  God. 

And  the  Honour  «nd  Glory  of  the  World  is 
falfe ;  it  is  a  Lye,  and  unworthy  of  the  Defire 
and  Purfuit  of  him  who  knows  the  free  Gift  of 
God,  and  loves  it,  and  walketh  therein.  He 
hath  an  Eye  to  the  true  arid  greateft  Glbryj  that 
which  is  of  God  only,  and  cannot  mifs  it  in  the 
End.  The  fallen  Life  of  .the  Firft  Adam^  with  all 
its  Delights,  mull  be  denied  and  loft,  that  we 
may  find  and  obtain  Life  Everlafting  in  the  Se- 
cond Adam^  and  live  with  Him,  and  in  Him  for 
evel". 

Again  *,  (as  faith  the  Apoftle)  "  It  is  Given 
*'  unto  us,  not  only  to  believe,  but  alfo  to  fuffer 
"  for  his  Name's  Sake."  They  fuffered  Scoffing, 
Derillon,  cruel  Mockings,  fpoiling  of  Goods,  Iili- 
prifonments,  Buffetings,  Scourgings,  and  Death  ; 
and  all  this,-  and  much  more,  they  endured  for 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  and  the  GofpeJ, 
through  the  free  Gift  which  came  upon  them  by 
Himielf :  And  the  like  alfo  have  many  of  us 
fuffered,  through  Faith  in  his  Name,  and  by  the 
faQie  Gift  in  this  Age,  to  his  Glory,  and  not  our 
own,  to  whom  he  hath  given  the  bleffed  Experi- 
ence of  the  Truth  .of  his  Saying  of  old,  *'  He 
**  that  believeth  in  me,  tho*  he  were  dead,  yet , 
•■'  fliall  he  live  i  and  he  th^iveth  and  believeth, 
*'  Ihall  never  die. '*  As  it  ^ialfo  written,  "You 
*'  who  were  fometimes  dMB  in  Trefpafles  and 
*'  and  Sins,  you  hath  he  quickened  ;  and  as  in 
"  Adam  all  die^  even  fo  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be 
*'  made  alive." 

K  2  Now 
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Now  by  this  time  I  hope  it  may  appear,  tint 
all  the  Poilerity  of  Adam  might  be  laved  -,  for 
God,  willing  to  make  known  his  iiniverfal  Good- 
nefs,  Mercy,  and  Love,  in  his  beloved  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  commanded  the  Apoftle  to  make  this  De- 
claration unto  the  Believers  that  then  were,  unto 
whom  this  Epiftle  was  dire6led  j  which  being  pre- 
ferved  on  Record  unto  this  Day,  (and  1  hope  ever 
will  be )  it  is  alfo  for  our  learning,  that  every  one, 
having  received  the  fame  free  Gift  in  our  Time, 
may  feek  after  it  in  himfelf,  believe  in  it  as  they 
did,  and  be  faved  by  it  as  they  were  :  As  faith  the 
fame  Apoftle  on  another  Occafion  •,  "By  Grace 
*'  are  ye  Hived,  through  Faith  -,  it  is  not  of  your .. 
"  felves,  it  is  the  Gift  of  God.  "     Eph/ii.  8. 

Oh  !  that  all  would  believe,  learn  of  ChriiV, 
and  be  flived,  have  cverlafting  Life,  and  enter 
into  the  Reft  and  Glory  of  God  in  his  Kingdom 
for  ever.  Oh  1  that  we  may  all  confider  thefe 
things  with  due  Attention  and  Application  of 
Mind,  in  order  to  a  right  Ufe  of  them,  to  the 
Glory  of  God  and  our  own  Salvation. 

We  read  of  the  Martyrs  of  Jefus  Chrill,  and 
that  Abundance  of  them  were  dcilroyed  for  his 
Name's  fake,  by  many  cruel  and  tormenting  Ways, 
and  even  by  Flames  of  Fire,  and  by  thofe  too 
who  called  themfclvfs  by  his  Holy  Name,  pro- 
fefled  Him  in  Words,  but  denying  him  by  thefe 
and  other  their  unrighteous  and  wicked  Works, 
they  thereby  declared  and  proved  themfelves  to  be 
Antichriftians  :  But  when  at  any  time,  and  from 
time  to  time,  the  Notions  and  Doctrines  of  thofe 
Martyrs,  through  their  holy  and  innocent  Lives, 
Chriftian  Conftancy,  and  Fortitude  under  all  their 

Sufferings, 
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Sufferings,  became  Honourable,  and  in  Fafhion 
among  the  generality  of  Mankind  in  any  Country, 
and  in  Vogue  in  the  World,  in  the  next  and  fuc- 
ceeding  Generations  ;  then  the  fame  fubtile  Spirit 
of  Antichriil,  the  Old  Dragon,  which  in  another 
Profeffion  and  Likenefs  had  perfecuted  thofe  Mar- 
,tyrs  and  Confeflbrs  of  Jefus,  and  deftroyed  them, 
then  transforming  itfelf,  and  alTuming  the  Pro- 
feffion of  thofe  Martyrs  and  Chriftians,  boafVed  of 
their  Sufferings,  and  preached  the  fame  Do6lrines 
in  Words  -,  but  lived  the  Life  of  the  finful  World, 
profefling  the  Holy  Name  of  the  Son  of  God,  yet 
ferving  their  own  Lulls,  and  hating  every  Ap- 
pearance and  Difpenfition  of  God,  they  perse- 
cuted the  Light  and  Life  of  the  Son  of  God,  ia 
thofe  He  raifed  up  and  fent  in  this  Nation,  to 
teftify  againit  them,  and  reprove  them,  and  ad- 
monifh  the  People  to  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  to 
the  Word  of  his  Grace  in  themfelves,  as  a  free 
Teacher,  and  the  belt  of  all,  even  the  free  Gift 
come  upon  all  Men  to  the  Juftification  of  Life. 

But  this  crafty  Transformation  is  no  nev.' 
Thing,  for  even  in  the  Days  of  the  Apoftles  of 
Chrift,  that  Spirit  of  Antichrift  began  to  trans- 
form itfelf,  and  put  on  the  Profeffion  of  the  Name 
of  Chrift,  the  better  to  deceive  the  Simple  ;  as 
faith  the  Apoftle  Johfiy  who  attaining  a  great 
Age,  was  the  longeft  Liver  of  all  the  reft  :  "  As 
"  you  have   heard   that  Antichrift   fhall  come, 

"  even   now  are    there    many  Antichrifts. 

*'  They  went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of 
"  us."   I  Johnn.  i8,  19.  iv.  3. 

What  then  hath  the perfecuting Spirit  of  Anti* 
chrift   to    do  with  Chrift ;  or  thofe  who  deny 

Him 
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riim  in  Works,  and  rejeft  and  perfecute  Him  in 
his  Minifters  and  Servants,  Members  and  Chil- 
dren, to  do  with  the  Martyrs  of  Jefus,  or  boall 
of  Him  or  them,  of  of  his  or  their  Lives,  Doc- 
trines, Works,  or  Sufferings,  feeing  they  are  tlie 
SucceiTors  of  thofe  Antichrifts,  and  6f  the  fame 
Spirit,  as  their  immoral  Works  and  Perfecutibns 
declare  and  witnefs  againft  them  ? 

Many  of  thofe,  in  the  Days  of  the  Apoilles, 
who  took  upon  them  the  Name  of  Chrift,  foOn 
apoftatized  from  the  Divine  Life  of  Chrift,  as 
Adam  did,  and  yet  held  their  ProfeffiOn,  and  exer- 
cifed  all  the  Fruits  of  their  Apoftacy  under  his 
Sacred  Name,  which  is  Hill,  to  this  Day,  the 
moft  skilful  and  fuccefsful  Art  of  that  Spirit  in 
his  Minifters  and  Members.  Therefore,  dear 
Friends,  let  us  ourfelves  be  aware  of  it,  left  we 
alfo  be  deceived,  and  this  Generation  receive  the 
Form  and  Doftrines  of  Truth  in  the  Natural  and 
Carnal  Mind,  in  the  firit  and  fallen  Ada?n,  with- 
out the  Knowledge  of  the  free  Gift  of  God,  Or 
any  Change  wrought  in  our  Hearts  thereby,  or 
any  real  Reformation  or  Knowledge  of  God  •,  and 
if  fo,  the  moft  dangerous  Apoftacy  of  all  may 
yet  be  eftabliftied  :  For  what  can  any  People  prb- 
fefs  higher  than  the  Light  and  Life  of  the  Son  of 
God  ?  And  if  we  do  not  live  and  walk  therein, 
and  in  the  true  Fellowlhip  thereof,  we  fliall  be  as 
Stumbling-blocks  to  the  reft  of  Mankind,  and 
not  as  Way -marks  and  Lights  in  tlie  dark 
World  :  How  then  fliould  they  look  any  further 
than  they  fee  us  go  ?  I  hope  tlierefore  yoti  will 
bear  this  Caution,  and  rightly  ufe  it,. 


to 
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To  draw  toward  a  Conclufion  :  The  Know- 
ledge of  the  Life  and  Light  of  the  Divine  Word;, 
Wifdom,  and  Power  of  God,  muft  be  preached 
and  reftored  in  Mankind,  in  every  Age  of  the 
World,  as  we  fucceed  upon  the  Earth  j  or  elfe 
all  Religion  is  in  vain  as  to  a  future  State,  and 
fubfervient  only  to  a  Civil  and  Sqcial  Decorum 
here.  The  Mind  of  Man  therefore  muft  not  only 
be  reftpred  to  the  firfl  Rectitude  of  Human  Na- 
ture, but  improved  and  eftablifhed,  by  the  great 
and  necelTary  Work  of  Regeneration,  which  never 
can  be  by  any  other  Means  than  the  everlafting 
Power  and  Efficacy  of  the  free  Gift  that  is  come 
iipon  all  Mep  by  Jefus  Chrift  •,  and  it  is  this  alone 
that  can  repair  in  the  Children  of  Men  all  the 
Lofs  in  the  Firft  Adiun.  But  they,  who  are  igno- 
rant  of  the  Gift  of  God,  tho*  it  is  in  them,  and 
neglect  and  defpife  it,  and  never  believe  in  the 
Divine  Appearance  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but 
are  contented  with  the  Enjoyments  of  depraved 
Senfe,  their  low  Minds  afcend  not  above  the 
Earth  :  They  think  not  upon  Eternity,  or  Things 
pertaining  to  that  State,  or  on  any  Thing  above 
what  is  here  below,  or  of  Senfe.  It  is  not  then 
any  Form  of  Religion,  or  Syftems  thereof,  how 
well  foever  adapted  to  the  Senfes  of  Mankind,  or 
to  their  Sentiments  concerning  what  they  read  in 
the  holy  Scriptures,  or  elfewhere,  or  that  is  or 
can  be  contrived  by  the  Wit  or  Will  of  Man,  but 
a  real  Change  and  Renovation  of  the  Mind,  by 
tilt  free  Gift  of  God  only,  that  can  render  any  of 
our  Services,  or  Offers  of  them,  acceptable  to 
God. 

And   tho*  blind  Mortals  in  this  dark  World 
rna^  impofe  their  Sentiments  and  Inventions  one 

upon 
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upon  another  witli  Violence  ;  and  difpute,  envy, 
wrangle,  and  conteft,  even  unto  Blood  and  De- 
llru6tion,  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  the  holy 
Chriftian  Religion  they  profefs  and  pretend ;  yet 
at  laft  all  Nations,  Kindreds,  ProfefTions,  Opi- 
nions, People  and  Languages,  muft  ftand  before 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Great  and  "Powerful  Judge  of 
the  Living  and  of  the  Dead,  under  the  >Tame  of 
one  of  thefe  two,  either  Sheep  or  Goats,  who  has 
told  us  already  what  He  will  fay,  and  to  whom  : 
Unto  the  Sheep  on  his  Right  Hand ;  Come  ye 
blefled  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  Kingdom  pre- 
pared for  you  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World  *. 
And  the  moral  Caufe  of  that  BlefTing  there  af- 
iigned,  is  Love  to  the  Brethren,  Kindnefs  and 
Charity.  But  unto  the  Goats  on  his  Left  Hand 
He  will  fay,  Pepart  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into 
everl ailing  Fire,  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his 
Angels  "f  :  This  is  a  dreadful  Sentence  indeed  •, 
the  immoral  and  unnatural  Caufe  whereof  is, 
Hardnefs  of  Heart,  want  of  Compaflion  to  the 
diftreffed,  and  of  Charity,  and  of  Help  to  the 
Brediren  in  Time  of  Need  ;  and  by  Nature  all 
Mankind  ftand  in  that  Relation  one  toward  an- 
other. And  thefe  fliall  go  away  into  everlafting 
Punifhment  •,  but  the  Righteous  into  Life  Eter- 
nal II.  We  fee  therefore,  that  whatever  our  No- 
tions or  ProfefTions  of  Religion  are,  or  among 
whomfoever  we  afTociate  ourfelves  in  this  Life, 
ail  Mankind  will  be  thus  determined  at  laft, 


*  Matthew  XXV.  54. 
t  Ver.  41. 
II  Ver.  4<5- 
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Now  to  conclude  what  I  have  been  upon  ;  the 
Subftance  of  all  is  Charity,  it  is  Love :  All  our 
Faith,  Obedience,  Worfhip,  and  whole  Duty  to- 
ward God,  one  toward  another j  and  to  Mankind 
in  general,  fhould  be  done  in  Love :  Therefore 
let  every  Soul  endeavour,    by  Faith   and    Obe- 
dience, and  true  Humility,  to  come  to  a  Senfe  of 
'the  Love  of  God,  to  know  the  Eftuiion  and  Di- 
vine Influences  of  it  in  his  and  her  own  H-eart, 
and  to  be  thereby  fanftified  :  And  then  whatever 
Duty  we  oWe  unto  God  our  Creator  and  Father, 
will  naturally  arife  and  flow  from  that  pure  Foun- 
tain •,  and  whatever  is  Good   and  Right  among 
Mankind,  will  likewife  arife  and  flow  from  thence. 
And  that  we  may  all  fettle  upon  this  fure  Foun- 
dation, and  come  and  remain  under  the  Canopy 
of  this  Love,  and  live  and  die  under  the  Condud: 
thereof,  that  fo  we  may  arrive  at  lafl:  in  the  Ocean 
of  the  Fulnefs  thereof,  where  the  Spirits  of  the 
Juft:  are  made  perfe«5t,  is  my  earnefl:  Prayer  unto 
God  our  Heavenly  Father,  v/ho  with  the  Eternal 
Son,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  worthy  now  and 
for  evermore. 


%  TliE 


The  Me  r  c  i  f  u  l 

Invitation  of  GOD 

T  O 

ALL  Mankind, 

T  O 

Come  unto  Him 

FOR 

SALVATION. 

^DISCOURSE  delivered  at  the 
Meeting- Houfe  in  Gracechurch-ftreet  y 
London,  September  25-,  1737. 


S  I  was  waiting  upon  God  this 
Evening  with  you,  my  Friends,  I 
have  obferved  the  moft  kind,  the 
moft  merciful,  beneficent  Invitation 
of  the  Moft  High  unto  All  Man- 


kind,  to  return  from  the  Evil  of  their  Ways  to 

flirafelf,  and  be  faved  :  And,  as  I  have  confi- 

L  2  dered 
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dered  the  Invitation  and  the  Univerfal  Extent  of 
it,  I  have  reafoned  in  myfelf  from  hence,  and  I 
think,  with  very  great  Clearnefs,  'I'hat  God  hath 
not  precluded  Any  Soul  from  everlafting  Life,  by 
any  Aft  or  Decree  of  His,  fince  All  Mortals 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth  are  included  in  this 
Invitation,  which  I  have  occafionally  read  in  the 
Holy  Scripture  not  long  ago  ;  and  it  is  after  this 
rp^nner,  "  There  is  no  God  elfe  befide  me,  a 
"  juil  God,  and  a  Saviour,  there  is  none  befide 
"  me.  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved.  All  the 
''  Ends  of  the  Earth  •,  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is 
*'  none  elfeo"  Ifa.xXv,  21,  22.  The  Ends  of 
the  Earth  here  are  put  for  the  Whole  Inhabitants  of 
it,  and  not  reftrifted  to  Any  Age  or  Time  ;  and 
where  All  are  invited,  there  is  7iot  One 
excepted :  If  therefore  there  be  any  Soul  here  under 
Piltrefs,  with  Regard  to  Salvation,  or  any  man- 
ner of  Doubt  or  Queftion  about  it.  That  Soul  is 
certainly  included  in  the  Call  of  God,  in  this  mer- 
ciful Invitation  to  Salvation. 

I  s  there  any  one  here  at  a  Lofs,  how,  and 
■y/here,  and  after  what  Manner  to  look  unto  God  ? 
I  fhould  be  very  glad,  if,  through  the  Grace  of 
God,  I  might  be  enabled  this  Evening  to  help 
and  rightly  dired  any  one  in  this  Point :  I  lay 
then,  that  tho'  in  our  Natural  State  we  are  all 
ignorant  of  God,  yet  that  we  may  gradually  come 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Him,  and  live  with  Him 
for  ever,  He  hath  given  us  Natural  Senfes,  Fa- 
culties^ ^e^fon,  and  Underftanding,  that,  in  the 
Ufe  of  them,  cafting  pur  Eyes  upon  the  Great 
Book  of  the  Creation  of  God,  we  may,  with 
infallibly  Affurance,  determine,  that  it  hath  an 
Almighty,  ^ll"Wife  Author  and  Supporter  •,  and 

^ccprd- 
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accordingly  the  Apbftle  Paul,  in  his  Epiftle  to 
the  Romans,  [  i.  19,20.  ]  fpeaksvery  Rationally, 
as  well  as  Divinely,  on  that  Subjeci  ;  for  as  he 
was,  in  a  particular  manner,  a  Minifter  to  the 
Gentiles^  and  they  enured  to  the  Exercife  of  their 
Natural  Reafon  and  Underilanding,  he  took  them 
in  their  own  way  of  Thinking,  in  order  to  the 
Beginning  of  the  Knowledge  of  God,  faying* 
*'  Becaufe  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  is 
* '  manifeft  in  f  or  to )  Them ,  for  God  hath 
'•'■  lliewed  it  unto  Them.  For  the  Invifible 
'^  Things  of  Him  from  the  Creation  of  the 
"  World  are  clearly  Seen,  being  Underjlood  by 
"  the  'Things  that  are  made,  even  His  Eternal 
''  Power  and  Godhead  :  So  that  they  are  (or  may 
"  be)  without  Excufe." 

Here  the  Apoftle  reafons  from  the  Effe<5ls  to 
the  Caufe,  and  infers  an  undeniable  Conclufion  ; 
The  Things  that  are  made,  of  whole  Beings  we  are 
infallibly  aflured,  even  by  our  Senfes,  that  they 
are,  that  they  have  real  Exiftenccs :  The  Sun, 
Moon  and  Stars,  the  innumerable  Floft  of  Heaven, 
the  Earth,  and  ail  Things  therein,  and  our  own 
Being,  of  which  we  are  certain,  thefe  being  Rea- 
lities, and  not  fantallical  Appearances,  Beings 
noble  and  ftupendous,  declare  themfelves  in  their 
own  Still,  yet  Loud  and  Well-known  Language, 
even  by  their  own  Nature,  to  have  an  Eternal, 
Almighty,  All-wife,  Unlimited  Power  and  Be- 
ing for  their  Author ;  and  if  Mankind  be  not 
become  altogether  without  Thought,  irrational 
and  ftupid,  (if  any  one  can  be  fo)  they  muft  needs 
know,  that  an  Eternal,  Incomprehenfible  Power 
hath  produced  all  thefe  Things :  We  may  and 
9ught  therefore,  to  look  unto  God  in  the  Things 

which 
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which  He  hath  made,  and  thereby  underfland, 
that  He  Is,  and  is  Eternal,  without  Beginning  or 
End  in  his  Being  ;  that  He  is  Almighty  in  Power, 
All-wife,  Omniprefent ;  that  He  hath  given  Be- 
ing to  all  Things,  and  fupports  and  continues 
Them  :  That  He  is  infinite  in  Love,  Goodnefs, 
Juftice,  Mercy,  Beneficence  and  Truth:  That 
He  is  fo  likewife  in  Righteoufnefs,  and  the  Author 
of  all  thofe  Properties  manifeft  ( fo  far  as  they  are 
manifefted)  in  Mankind.  This  therefore  is  the 
firfl  and  moft  obvious  Way  we  can  look  unto  God^ 
as  Rational  Creatures,  by  the  ^ings  that  are 
made. 

We  have  been  fome  of  us  more,  and  others 
lefs  Time  in  the  World,  and  have  feen,  at  lead  in 
a  fuperficial  manner,  the  things  that  are  madei 
let  every  one  of  fuch  therefore  confider,  with 
refped  to  himfelf ;  Have  I  at  all  looked  unto  God 
according  to  this  Invitation  ?  Have  I  at  all  been 
able  to  perceive  Him  in  his  Works,  but  to  look 
upon  his  Works  only,  without  any  due  Regard 
to  Himfelf,  or  Confideration  of  the  Things 
that  are  made,  or  the  Greatnefs  and  Divine 
Properties  and  Attributes  of  the  Almighty 
Author  of  them  ? 

And,  as  we  all  grant,  that  God  is  invifible  in 
Himfelf  to  all  corporeal  Eyes,  the  next  way, 
whereby  we  may  look  unto  Him  with  further  Ad- 
miration, is,  in  the  conftant  Courfe  of  his  Pro- 
vidence, whereby  He  upholds  and  continues  all 
his  Works  in  Succeffion  from  Generation  to  Gene- 
ration, and  provides  for  them  all,  from  theHigheft 
•o  the  i^weft,  Greatell  to  the  Leaft,    without 

lofing 
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foring  or  negle<5ling  any  one  Species  or  Particular 
which  He  hath  made  -,  by  which  we  may  learn 
his  endlefs  Goodnefs,  and,  that  He  ftill  regards 
them  all,  and  ever  will. 

And  We,  and  all  the  Ends  of  the  Earth,  have 

yet  ftill  a  more  excellent  way  to  look  unto  God 

for  the  glorious  End  of  that  gracious  Invitation, 

the  Eternal  Salvation  of  our  Souls ;  that  is,    by 

the  Divine  Light  of  his  Son,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 

who  is  before  all  Works  and  Worlds,  and  was 

with  God  when  he  laid  the  Foundations  thereof, 

under  the  Char  after  of  Wifdom,  and  fo  declared 

to  be   in  the  Holy   Scriptures,   where  Wifdom 

fcith,  "  The  Lord  poffelfed  me  in  the  Beginning 

"  of  his  Way,  before  his  Works  of  old.     I  was 

*'  fet  up  from  Everlafling^  from  the  Beginning, 

"  or  ever  the  Earth  was.     When  there  were  no 

"  Depths  /  was  brought  forth  ;  when  there  were 

*'  no  Fountains  abounding  with  Water.     Before 

"  the    Mountains  were  fettled,  before  the  Hills 

"  was  I  brought  forth,  while  as  yet  he  had  not 

"  made   the   Earth,    nor  the  Fields,     nor    the 

"  higheft  Part  of  the  Dull  of  the  World.     When 

"  He  prepared  tho.  Heavens,  I  was  there  -,  when 

"  He  fet  a  Compafs  upon  the  Face  of  the  Depth ; 

*'  when  He  eftablilhed  the  Clouds  above  ;  when 

"  He  ftrengthened  the  Fountains  of  the  Deep  ; 

"  when  He  gave  to  the  Sea  his  Decree,  that  the 

"  Waters  fhould   not  pafs  his  Commandment  5 

"  when  He  appointed  the  Foundations  of  the 

*'  Earth  -,  then  I  was  by  Him,  as  One  brought  up 

"  with   Him  :    And  I   was   daily  his   Delight, 

"  rejoicing  always  before  Him ;  rejoicing  in  the 

*'  habitable  Part  of  his  Earth  ;  and  my  Delights 

"  were 
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"  were  with   the   Sons  of  Men."      Prcv;  vlii. 
22  to  31. 

Again  ;  "  Wifdom,  which  is  the  Worker  cf 
"  all  Things^  taught  me  •,  for  in  her  is  an  under- 
*'  ftanding  Spirit,  holy,  one  only,  manifold^ 
*'  fubtile,  lively,  clear,  undefiled,  plain,  not 
"  fubjed  to  Hurt,  loving  the  Thing  that  is  good, 
*'  quick,  which  cannot  be  letted,  ready  to  do 
"  Good,  kind  to  Man,  ftedfaft,  fure,  free  from^ 
"  Care,  having  all  Power  ^  over  feeing  all  'Things^ 
"  and  going  through  all  Underftanding,  pure 
"  and  moft  fubtile  Spirits  :  For  Wifdom  is  more 
"  moving  than  any  Motion  ;  fhe  paiTeth  and 
"  goeth  through  all  Things,  by  reafon  of  her 
"  Purenefs  ;  for  Ihe  is  the  Breath  of  the  Power 
"  of  God^  and  a  pure  Influence  flowing  from  the 
"  Glory  of  the  Almighty  •,  therefore  can  no 
*'  defiled  Thing  fall  into  her,  for  fhe  is  the 
*'  Brightnffs  of  the  Everlafiing  Lights  the  un- 
*'  fpotted  Mirror  of  the  Power  of  God^  and  the 
"  hnage  of  his  Goodnefs :  And  being  but  one, 
"  fhe  can  do  all  1'hings  ;  and  remaining  in  herfelf, 
"  Jhe  inaketh  all  'Things  new  •,  and  in  all  Ages 
"  entering  into  holy  Souls ^  fhe  maketh  them  Friends 
"  of  God  and  Prophets  -,  for  God  loveth  none,  but 
"  Him  that  dwelleth  with  IVifdom  -,  for  fhe  is 
*'  more  beautiful  than  the  Sun,  and  above  all  the 
**  Order  of  Stars  :  being  compared  v/ith  the 
"  Light y  fhe  w  found  i?f/i?r^  it." 

This  is  thus  written  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl, 
thtff^fdom  of  God,  the  Eternal,  EfTential  Light, 
the  Covenant  of  God  with  the  Gentiles,  the  Word 
of  God,  and  True  Light,  that  lighteth  every  Man 
chat  cometh  into  the  World, 

A-Niy 
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And  for  a  further  Inftrumental  Help  to  Man- 
kind, to  look  unto  God  for  Salvation^  He  hath  alfo 
given  US  the  Holy  Scriptures:  They  were  not 
all  written  at  one  Time,  but  occafionally,  at  fe- 
veral  different  Times  and  Ages,  by  the  Divine 
Infpiration,  and  cogent  Force  of  the  Influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrifi^  which  is  Eternal 
Wifdo7n,  and  is  before  all  fVorlds,  and  before  all 
Scriptures  :  The  oldell  Date  of  any  of  the  Scrip- 
tures is  in  the  Days  of  Mofes,  about  ygy  Years 
after  the  Flood,  and  about  2453  Years  after  the 
Creation,  according  to  what  he  hath  written. 

And  God  foreknowing  that  Mankind  would 
degenerate  further  and  further,  to  a  general  Apo- 
flacy  from  Him,  after  the  Flood,  as  well  as  be- 
fore, was  pleafed  to  inflrud;  Mankind  by  Man, 
from  time  to  time,  by  thofe  he  made  Choice  of 
to  that  End  ;  for  God  doth  much  Good  unto  Man 
by  Man,  as  fallen  Man  is  an  evil  Inflrument  for 
the  Hurt  of  Man  ;  as  faith  the  Scripture,  "  For 
"  fmce  by  Mdn  came  Death,  by  Man  came  alfo 
"  the  Reiurreftion  of  the  Dead.  As  in  J[dam  all 
"  die,  fo  in  Chrifb  fhall  all  be  made  alive/'  i  Cor, 
XV.  21,  22.  So  God  makes  ufe  of  Man,  feme 
for  the  Help  of  the  reft,  according  to  his  good 
Will  and  Pleafure  -,  and  qualifies  one  and  another, 
and  fo  many  as  He  pleafes,  from  Age  to  Age, 
and  Generation  to  Generation. 

The  Scriptures  then  were  thus  written  for  the 
Inflruclion  of  thofe  Ages  wherein  they  were  writ- 
ten, and  to  whom  they  were  delivered ;  and  be- 
ing prefer ved  by  the  fpccial  Providence  of  God, 
and  prefented  by  the  fame  unto  us  in  our  owh 
Language,  tfaey  are  for  our  Learning  alfo. 
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And   We  may  fee  what  a  high  Efleem  and 
Notion  the  Jews  had  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
Tettament,   the  Value  and  Ufe  whereof  was  like- 
wife  confirmed  by  Chrift  himfelf,  by  the  Evi- 
dence and  Manifeftation  of  whofe   Holy  Spirit 
t%y  had  been  wrote,  long  before  he  came  in  the 
Flefh,  according  to  the  Predidions  therein  con- 
tained :  Yet  they  carried  their  Efteem  too  high  ; 
they  conceived  an  Expedlation  from  the  Scrip- 
tures which  God  never  gave  them  ;  it  was  their 
own    Imaginations    and    Mifunderftanding     that 
carried  them  to  that  exorbitant  Expeclation  ;  yet 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil  made  a  right  Ufe  of  it,  in 
order  to  draw  or  dire6t  them  to  Himfelf,  faying, 
*'  Search  the  Scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
"  have  Eternal  Life,  and  they  are  they  which 
"  teftify  of  me  •,  and  ye  will  not  come  to  me, 
"  that  ye  might  have  Life."     (Juhn  v.  39,  40,) 
Certainly  no  People  could  have  a  higher  Efteem 
for  the  Scripture,  or  exped:  more  from  them  than 
Eternal  Life  ;  yet  their  Expeftations  were  wrong, 
fof  Eternal  Life  was  not,  neither  is  it,    in  the 
Scriptures,  but  in  Chrift  himfelf,  of  whom  they 
only   teftify.     He  owned   that   they  teftified  of 
Him  -,  but  then  here  x^as  the  Neglect,  Shortnefs, 
and  Lofs  of  that  People,  "  Ye  will  not  come  to 
"  me,  that  ye  might  have  Life."     They  would 
not  look  unto  God  in  Him  who  was  accompanied 
by  Almighty  Power,  by  which  he  commanded 
all  Dittempers,  healed  all  Manner  of  Difeafes  by 
his  Word,  and  raifed  the  Dead  in  his  Father's 
Power. 

Their  Error  was  not  in  fearching  the  Scrip- 
tures, for  they  were  written  for  their  Learning, 
and  that  thereby  they  might  have  Hope  of  a  Sa- 
viour, 
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viour,  by  the  Predidlions  and  Promifes  of  God 
contained  in  them,  and  they  are  ever  worthy  to 
be  fearched,  believed,  and  regarded  ;  for  they 
teftified  and  do  teftify  of  Him  ;  the  Power  of  the 
Father  teftified  of  Him,  in  all  the  miraculous 
Works  done  by  Him  in  their  Sight,  upon  which 
He  put  the  Teft  of  the  Truth  of  his  MifHon  as 
the  MefTiah,  faying,  "  If  I  do  not  the  Works 
"  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not  ;  but  if  I  do, 
"  though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the  Works." 
(Johnx.  37,  38.  xiv.  11.)  Yet  they  would  not 
believe  Him. 

And  He  likewife  told  them,  "  He  was  come 
"  that  they  might  have  Life,  and  that  they 
*'  might  have  it  more  abundantly.  "  John  x.  10. 
And  yet  they  would  not  come  unto  Him  for  it, 
they  would  not  look  unto  the  Father  in  Him,  they 
would  not  accept  the  Invitation^  and  therefore  they 
miffed  of  that  great  Salvation,  and  have  not  at- 
tained it  unto  this  Day,  becaufe  they  will  ?wt  come 
■unto  Him  that  they  might  have  Life,  but  are  ba- 
nifned  from  the  Land  of  Promife,  and  trodden 
under  foot  of  all  Nations. 

It  is  now  fcveral  Ages  fince  our  Progenitors 
had  the  holy  Scriptures  of  both  Teftaments  tran- 
flated  into  our  own  Language,  ftridly  and  ex- 
actly enough,  with  refpeft  to  all  Points  neceffary 
to  Salvation ;  and  they  had,  and  we  Hill  have, 
the  free  Ufe  of  them  i  a  great  BlelTing,  of  which 
fome  of  our  neighbouring  Nations  are  hitherto 
deprived.  Have  we  read  them  with  Diligence 
and  Attention  ?  Have  we  duly  confidered  them, 
and  made  a  right  Ufe  of  them  I  What  Advan- 
tage have  we  reaped  thereby  ?  Are  we  come 
M  2  unto 
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unto  God,  whofe  Invitation  is  recorded  therein, 
and  unto  Chrift,  of  whom  they  abundantly  teftify 
in  every  Difpenfation  ?  What  End  have  we  had 
in  reading  the  Scriptures  ?  Hath  it  been  only  to 
furnifh  ourfelves  with  certain  Texts  thereof,  where- 
by to  fight  one  againft  another,  to  aggravate  one 
another,  and  exercife  our  Paflions  upon  one  an- 
other, and  to  fupport  this,  that,  and  the  other 
Notion  and  Opinion,  true  or  falfe  ;  and  never  re- 
gard the  Moral  Precepts,  holy  Examples,  or 
great  and  neceflary  Gofpel  Truths  and  Doctrines 
they  contain,  fo  as  to  bring  them  into  Pradice  ? 
This  would  be  an  ill  and  perverfe  Ufe,  or  rather 
Abufe  of  them,  and  a  great  Negled. 

Have  we  indeed  looked  unto  the  only  True  and 
Living  God,  •  of  whom  we  read  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  with  Defire  and  Hope  of  Sahatwi  by 
Him  ?  Have  we  looked,  with  Sincerity,  to  the 
Tord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom  they  teftify  ?  The 
Creation  of  God  declares  that  He  is,  but  we  can- 
not find  Him  there  with  all  our  Search,  we  can- 
not KNOW  Him  thereby.  "  No  Man  by  fearch- 
"  ing  can  find  out  God  to  Perfedion. "  We  all 
know,  who  have  fo  fearched,  we  cannot  find 
Him  thereby,  we  cannot  fee  Him  fully  and  clear- 
ly there.  They  teftify  of  Chrift,  and  are  clear 
and  full  in  their  Teftimony  of  and  concerning 
Him  in  all  Points :  But  alas !  I  am  afraid  the- 
lame  Charge  is  too  true  at  this  Day,  againft  the 
generality  of  People  profefTing  the  Chriftian  Faith 
and  Religion,  which  was  juftly  uttered  againft 
the  Jews  in  that  Day;  "  You  will  not  come  unto 
*'  me: "  You  mighty  but  you  will  not  come  to 
the  Son  of  God,  that  you  may  have  Life,  and 
know  the  Aboundings  of  it  in  you,  by  Him, 
^_     ■■■"■/■    ■       "  even 
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"  even  as  a  Well  of  living  Water  fpring^ing  up 
'<  unto  Life  Eternal. " 

The  Scriptures  give  a  fare  Report  ofChrift: 
the  Son  of  God,  and  that  all  that  is  to  be  knovva 
of  the  Father,  is  revealed  and  nianifeft  in  Him. 
They  teilify  that  He  is  the  Eternal  IVord^  Wif- 
dom^  and  Pozver  of  God  •■>  that  He  was  born,  as 
to  his  Bodily  Appearance,  of  the  holy  Virgin 
]\^ry ;  that  the  Power  of  the  Higheft  over- 
lliadowed  her,  the  Holy  Divine  Influence  came 
upon  her,  by  which  flie  became  pregnant,  in 
order  to  that  wonderful  Production  conceived  in 
her  thereby,  that  Holy  Thing  called  the  Son  of 
God :  Of  which  fhe  being  premonifhed,  by  the 
MefTenger  of  the  Moft  High,  fhe  believed  the 
MelTage,  and  by  Faith  conceived  the  true  and 
promifed  Seed,  the  Redeemer  of  the  World  ; 
that  all  Men  might  believe  in  Him,  and  be  born 
of  the  Spirit  of  Him,  who  was  thus,  by  the  Spirit, 
conceived  in  the  Flefh  ;  that  even,  as  Eve^  falling 
by  Temptation  from  her  Faith  in-  the  JVord  of 
Cod^  conceived  that  evil  Seed  that  was  of  the 
Evil-One,  the  Murderer,  that  flew  his  Brother,  and 
by  whofe  Unbelief  and  Fall  Sin  entered  and  over- 
fpread  the  World  \  fo  might  all  Mankind,  by 
Faith^  look  unto  Him  born  of  the  Virgin,  and 
unto  the  Father^  m  and  by  Him,  for  Salvation, 
for  in  Him  alone  is  the  Promife  of  God  fulfilled  i 
"  The  Seed  of  the  Woman  fhall  bruife  the  Ser- 
"  pent's  Plead." 

And  what  do  the  Scriptures  further  teflify  con- 
cerning, the  Son  of  God  ?  They  bear  Teftimony 
of  Him  in  more  Points  abundance  than  I  have 
either  Time  or  Strength,  or  is  needful,  at  this 

Time 
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Time  to  go  through  ;  becaufe  moft  of  you  now 
in  my  Audience  (of  feveral  Perfuafions)  have 
read  tlie  holy  Scriptures,  I  do  not  doubt  ;  yet  I 
defire  and  exhort  you  young  Men  and  Women 
efpecially,  not  only  to  read  them,  but  confider 
them,  that  you  may  underftand  them,  and  be 
more  fully  informed  in  thofe  Points  and  others  by 
them  •,  waiting,  in  the  mean  time,  for  the  inbreath- 
ing of  the  Life  and  Light  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  by 
the  Influence  of  whofe  Spirit  they  were  firft  writ- 
ten, without  which  they  are  not  rightly  to  be 
underftood,  or  the  true  End  of  them  attained. 
Luke  xxiv.  45.  John  xx.  22.  Yet  the  Concern 
and  Influence  I  am  now'  under,  may  carry  me 
further  on  this  Subjeft,  for  your  fakes,  than  I  am 
now  aware. 

The  Lord  Jefus  was  concealed  from  the  People 
till  about  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  then  a 
Glimnfe  of  the  Wifdom  of  the  Father  beo;an  to 
Ihine  in  Him,  and  through  Him,  among  the 
Wife  and  Learned  in  that  Day  among  them  -,  yet 
was  not  made  manifefb  as  the  Mefllah,  until  the 
Divine  Influence  of  the  fame  Power  which  ope- 
rated in  his  Bodily  Production,  did  anoint  or  fit 
Him  to  preach  the  Gofpel  of  Salvation  unto  his 
People.  And  then  He  was  made  manifelf,  not 
only  by  wonderkil  Works,  but .  by  his  Doctrines 
which  He  publiflied  among  the  People  •,  yet  tho*' 
He  fpake  ;is  never  Man  fpake,  with  refped  to 
that  Wifdom  and  Power  in  which  He  did  fpeak, 
few  there  v/ere  who  underfl:ood  Him  ;  fo  that  they 
were  flill  fnort,  at  that  Time,  of  the  true  and  full 
End  of  his  Appearance  i  for  He  was  to  be  made 
m^anifeft,  not  only  to  the  Jews,  but  univerfally 
unto  all  Nations,  in  a  nearer  and  more  Divine 

and 
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and  excellent  way  than  his  outward  Appearance 
was,  tho*  that  was  indeed  glorious,  but  by  De- 
grees, from  one  Difpenfation  to  another,  according 
to  the  Prophecy  of  Ifaiah^  the  Evangelical  Pro- 
phet, where  he  fpeaketh  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  Man 
in  the  State  of  a  Servant  of  God,  and  even  in  a 
Manner  as  fuch  (a  Servant)  in  the  Sight  of  Men, 
and  in  which  he  did  indeed  firft  appear  in  the  Flefh ; 
that  is  to  fay,  "  Behold  my  Servant  whom  I 
uphold-,  mine  Elect,  in  whom  my  Soul  de- 
lighteth  •,  1  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  he. 
fhall  bring  forth  Judgment  to  the  Gentiles. 
Ifaiab.  xlii.  i.  Again,  Ver.  6,  7.  1  the 
Lord  have  called  thee  in  Righteoufnefs,  and 
will  hold  thine  Hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and 
ghe  thee  for  a  Covenant  of  the  Peoj)Ie^hvz  Light 
of  the  Gentiles ;  to  open  the  blind  Eyes,  to 
bring  out  the  Prifoners  from  the  Prifon,  and 
them  that  fit  in  Darknefs  out  of  the  Prifon- 
Houfe." 

This  Prophecy  was  uttered  and  recorded  feve- 
ral  Hundreds  f  of  Years  before  the  Lord  Chrift 
came  to  that  People.  We  may  fee  plainly  by 
this,  there  was  a  Fore-Promife  of  him  to  all  Na- 
tions, as  a  Light  to  inlighten  them.  The  Moft-high 
is  invifible,  he  dwelleth  in  divine  eternal  Light  inr- 
acceffible:  No  Creature  can  behold  him  as  he  is; 
there  is  therefore  a  Medium  and  Qualification 
needful  to  us,  whereby  we  may  approach  him, 
co?ne  unto  hifn,  and  be  faved  with  an  everlafting 
and  glorious  Salvation  •,  and  therefore-  he  h:ith  fent 
forth  bis  W  o  Pv  d  ,     cloathed   with   a   reafonable 
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Human  Mind,  and  Human  Body,  to  declare  him, 
according  to  diat  Saying,  "  Sacrifice  and  Offcr- 
*'  ing  thou  didft  not  defire,  mine  Ears  haft  thou 
"  opened  %  Burnt- Offering  and  Sin-OfFering  haft 
*'  thou  not  required  :  then  laid  I,  Lo!  I  come:  In 
'^  the  Volume  of  the  Book  it  is  written  of  me  ;  I 
"  delight  to  do  thy  Will,  O  my  God-,  yea,  thy 
*'  Law  is  within  my  Heart."  Ffal.  xl.  6^'^]. 
Ifaiah  \.  ii.  Ixvi.  3.  Heh.  x.  5.  This  Son  of 
the  Higheft,  thus  cloathed  with  Humanity,  is  the 
Mediator  between  God  and  all  other  Men,  by 
whofe  Holy  Spirit  and  Power  the  Mind  of  Man  is 
waflied,  fandlified,  and  qualified,  fo  as,  through 
this  Veil,  to  behold  the  inacceflible  Glory  of  the 
Father,  and  live. 

Now  the  Word  himfelf  is  the  Glory  of  the  Fa- 
ther thus  veiled,  and  is  Light  in  Men,  varioufly 
proportioned  in  Point  of  Manifeftation,  and  prb- 
poled  as  the  Objedt  of  the  Faith  of  all  Men,  as  he 
is  Divine  Light  i  the  true  Light,  which  lighteth 
every  Man  that  cometh  into  the  VV^orld :  And  it  is 
laid,  "  The  Gentiles  ftiall  come  to  this  Light, 
*'  and  Kings  to  the  Brightnefs  of  his  Arifing,  Ifaiah 
"  Ix.  2,  3.  And  in  his  Name  fhall  the  G<?;z/i/d'i 
"  truft."     Matt.  xii.  21.   iv.   16. 

The  Father  hath  fent  his  Son  Chrift,  that  all 
Mankind  may  believe  in  him,  and  look  unto  the 
Father^  in  and  by  him  ;  and  there  is  not  another 
Way.  Mankind  were  in  Darknefs,  in  Ignorance, 
they  had  loft  the  Knowledge  of  God  •■,  and  we 
likewife  by  Nature  are  all  ignorant  of  God,  and, 
can  never  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  him,  and 
look  to  b.im  lb  as  to  be  Hived  by  him,  till  we 
look  unto  him  in  his  own  Light. 

The 
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The  firft  Thing  therefore  that  we  Mortals 
muft  do,  in  order  to  this  Salvation,  is,  to  believe 
in  this  Light,  and  the  Power  that  dwelleth  therein  1 
"  t'or  without  Faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God, 
"  or  to  be  born  of  this  Light,  or  become  a  Child 
*'  of  God,  who  is  Light.  This  Faith  is  called 
the  Faith  of  the  Operation  of  God,  becaufe  it  is 
raifed  in  the  Heart  by  the  Manifeftation  of  the 
Light  and  Power  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  the 
Mind:  There  the  Scriptures  teftify  that  he  is: 
*'  The  Word  is  nigh  thee,  in  thy  Heart,  and  in 
"  thy  Mouth,  that  thou  may*ft  hear  it,  and  do  it  -,'* 
and  again,  iaith  Chrift  of  himfelf,  "  I  am  the 
*'  Light  of  the  World  ;  he  that  followeth  me  fhall  ^ 
''  not  abide  in  Darknefs,  but  lliall  have  the  Light 

Again;  we  muft  believe  in  him,  and  receive 
him,  as  he  is  the  Word  ot  God,  and  as  he  is  God  ; 
for  the  Scriptures  fo  teftify  of  him,  "  That  in  the 
"  Beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was 
"  v/ith  God,  and  the  Word  was  God:  In  him 
"  was  Life,  and  the  Life  was  the  Light  of  Men." 
So  then,  this  Evangelift  plainly  declares  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  to  be  the  true  God,  manifefted  in  the 
proper  Nature  of  Man.  Does  the  Evangelift  there- 
fore teach  that  the  Divine  Nature  was  changed 
into  the  Human.?  No:  or  that  the  Human  Nature 
was  become  the  Divine  Nature .?  No  truly  •,  but 
that  the  Human  Nature,  a  reafonable  Soul^ 
cloathed  with  a  Human  Body,  was  alfumed  by  the 
Divine  Word,  the  Wifdom  and  Power  of  God, 
in  a  fubftantial  Union,  the  Word  and  reafonable 
Soul,  or  Mind,  never  ftparable  any  more  to 
*-    N  all 
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all  Eternity,  though  the  Soul  and  Body  were  once 

fijiparated  after  their  firft  Union,  as  one  Man. 

And  Jcfus  Chrift  being  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
J  is  not  made,  but  begotten ;  neither  was  he  made, 
/^  'i  as  he  is  Man,  with  refpe6t  either  to  Body  or  Mind, 
but  begotten  by  Divine  Influence  •,  and  under  this 
Confideration,  and  by  Virtue  of  this  Union,  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  one  with  God,  is  properly 
and  truly  called  God,  being  denominated  accord- 
ing to  his  fuperior  Nature^  and,  in  that  Senfe,  is 
God.  And  he  is  alfo  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Spirit 
o^ 'Truths*  the  Comforter,  in  his  fpiritual  Nature 
cloathed  with  Humanity,  and  leadeth  into  all 
Truth ;  and  in  this  Union  he  is  alfo  the  Light 
of  the  World,  who  could  never  have  beheld  him 
in  his  unveiled  Deity. 

We  muft  therefore  not  remain  in  a  bare  Re- 
port of  God  and  Chrift,  though  we  find  it  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  that  Teftimony  is  for  ever 
true  j  but  we  muft  look  unto  God  through  Chrift 
the  Mediator,  near  unto  ourfelves,  as  Chrift  fiid 
of  his  own  Spirit, -f  "  He  dwelleth  with  you, 
"  and  fhall  be  in  you;  I  will  not  leave  you  com- 
"  fortlefs  j  1  will  come  to  you."  Again;  "  He 
"  came  unto  his  Own,  and  his  Own  received  him 
**  not  ;  but  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them 
**  gave  he  Power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God, 
"  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  Name,  "  as 
he  is  the  Word  of  God ;  and  not  only  as  Man. 


*  Jolm  xiv.  <J. 
t  John  xiv.  17< 
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The  Jews  were  his  Own  in  a  more  particular 
Manner  than  other  Men ,  by  a  Covenant  of 
Works,  made  with  their  Fathers  by  the  Media- 
tion of  Mofes^  the  Servant  at  Mount  5i;wf -,  but 
they  rejeded  Chrift  as  a  Deceiver,  though  he  is  the 
Son  of  God,  and  Mediator  of  a  more  excellent 
Law  and  Covenant,  which  fhall  endure  for  ever ; 
yet  there  was  a  Remnant  of  them  that  believed 
and  received  him  i  and  to  them,  but  not  unto  the 
Unbelievers,  he  gave  Power  to  become  the  Sons 
of  God  :  Not  by  Eternal  Generation,  as  the  Son 
himfelf  is,-f  but  by  Regeneration  in  Time,  where- 
by they  are  made  Partakers  of  the  Divine  Nature; 
as  it  is  written,  "  Forafmuch  then  as  the  Chil- 
'■  dren  are  Partakers  of  Flelli and  Blood,  he  (the 
"  Son)  himfelf  likewife  took  Part  of  the  fame  ;||'* 
fo  then  the  Son  took  Part  of  the  Human  Nature, 
that  we  might  be  made  Partakers  of  the  Divine 
Nature  in  him,  through  Faith  in  his  Power,  and 
thereby  become  the  Sons  of  God,  not  by  Creation 
only  in  the  Firft  Adam,  but  as  begotten  of  God, 
by  Chrift,  the  Word  of  his  Power,  who  is  the 
Second  Adam,  the  Lord  from  Heaven,  the  Lord 
and  Giver  of  Life,  and  quickning  Spirit,  cloathed 
with  Humanity,  like  unto  us  in  all  Things,  Sin 
excepted :  That  as  he  was  a  little  jower  than  the  An- 
gels, for  the  Suffering  of  Death  for  us,  fo  we,  by 
him  the  Son,  the  Firft-born,  might  be  prefented 
before  the  Throne  of  the  Father,  perfefl  in  Heaven, 
with  the  innumerable  Company  of  the  Holy  An- 
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gels  of  God,  and  Spirits  of  the  Juft,  who  on  Earth 
looked  unto  God,  from  all  the  Ends  of  the  fame^ 
through  the  Son,  and  by  him  obtained  this  great 
Salvation. 

Now  Friends,  to  you  in  particular  do  I  direct 
this,  who  are  the  Offspring  of  thofe  who  are  glo- 
rified in  Heaven,  through  Faith  in  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  Grace  by  which  they  did  believe, 
having  been  faithful  in  their  Day,  and  known  this 
glorious  Work  of  Regeneration :  It  is  not  by  Blood, 
as  their  Defcendants  in  Nature  ;    for  Flefh  and 
Blood  can  only  beget  Flefh  and  Blood  :  Nature 
can  only  beget  and  bring  forth  her  own  Likenefs. 
We  are  all  the  Defcendants  of  the  Firft  Adam,  by 
Procreation,  according  to  the  Ordinance  of  God 
in  Nature,    and  of  our  next  immediate  Parents 
after  the  Flelli ;    but  we  muft  all  believe  in  the 
Spirit  and  Power  of  Chrift,    in  his  immediate 
Operation  in  our  Hearts,  that  we  alfo  may  be  re- 
generated, and  brought  forth  in  the  Image  of  God, 
and  Divine  Nature  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in 
whom  we  have  likewife  believed  in  our  Day  •, 
for  if  we  fliould  receive  all  the  Dodrines  of  Truth 
which  they  received,  and  be  in  the  Pradice  of  all 
the   Eftablilhments  fettled  among  them    by  the 
Wifdom  of  Truth,    by  way  of  Tradition  only, 
without  the  Life  and  Light  of  Truth  revealed  in 
ourfelves,  we  fhould  fall  lliort  of  Salvation  in  the 
pnd,  notwithftanding. 

But  as  we  are  all  likewife  called  of  God,  by 
bis  Univerfal  Grace,  and  none  excluded,  we  muft 
comply  with  the  Means  which  God  hath  appointed, 
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in  order  to  obtain  this  Salvation  ;  that  is,  to  believe, 
follow,  and  obey  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Word 
of  Life,  as  He  is  Divinely  revealed  and  mani-  ' 
felled  in   us  •,    and  I  triift  many  of  you  of  this 
Age  have  already  fo  believed. 

And  as  He  is  God,  He  is  Omniprefent,  and 
therefore  very  near  unto  all  Mankind, .  and  in  us, 
tho'  we  cannot  perceive  Llim  in  our  Natural 
State,  becaufe  of  our  want  of  proper  Qualifica- 
tions •,  we  are  blind  by  Nature,  us  to  the  Things 
of  God,  and  want  Eye-falve  from  Him,  Saul^ 
through  a  furious  blind  Zeal,  was  perfecuting  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  till  *'  Light  from  the  Son  of 
*'  God  from  Heaven  fliined  around  him,  and 
"  with  a  Voice  from  above  confounded  him  ; 
*'  faying,  Saul !  Saul !  why  perfecuteft  thou  me?" 
For  which  unreafonable  Work  he  could  offer  no 
Reafon,  but  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  juft  Judg- 
ment exercifed  upon  him  from  Above. 

We  may  fee  then  how  this  great  Perfecutor 
was  convinced  of  the  Error  of  his  Ways,  by  a 
Light  from  Heaven,  and  the  Voice  of  the  Son  of 
God.  Oh !  the  blind  Zeal  and  Wickednefs  of 
foolifh  and  furious  Man,  in  perfecuting  the  Chil- 
dren of  God,  as  faith  the  Scripture,  "  They  that 
"  are  born  after  the  Flefh,  always  perfecute  them 
"  that  are  born  after  the  Spirit,"  until  God  in 
Goodnefs  and  Mercy  unto  his  own  Seed,  con- 
founds and  rebukes  their  Enemies,  by  his  Voice 
from  Heaven,  by  his  divine  and  powerful  Word, 
and  puts  a  Stop  to  their  Fury  and  Rage.  There 
is  a  cogent  Energy  in  the  Voice  of  God  above 
any  other  Power ;  this  Perfecutor  was  overcome 
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thereby,  and,  of  a  furious  Perfccutor  of  Chrift 
in  his  Members  upon  Earth,  in  the  Spirit  and 
Power  of  the  Priejls  and  Rulers  of  that  Day,  be- 
came a  noble  Inftrument  for  Chriii:  and  the  Glory 
of  God,  through  thofe  Qualifications  wrought  in 
him  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  alfo  attended 
him  in  his  Miniftry,  whether  in  publjfl;ing  the 
Truths  of  the  Gofpel  revealed  unto  him  given 
him  in  Charge,  or  working  of  Miracles,  accord- 
ing to  the  Difpenfation  of  God  in  that  Age  of  the 
"World.  We  may  fee  therefore  in  this  great  In- 
ftance,  how  foon  the  Lord  can  work  fo  great  a 
Change  in  the  Hearts  and  Underftandings  of 
Mankind  :  But  to  witnefs  a  real  Change  in  our- 
felves,  and  thq  Completion  of  it  by  t|ie  fime 
Power,  is  what  all  ought  to  wait  for,  and  not 
reft  contented  in  hearing  what  the  Lord  hath 
done  for  others,  tho'  we  may  firmly  believe  it. 

*'  Who  art  thou.  Lord,  that  I  perfecute  ? " 
I  obferve  further  upon  this,  that  at  that  Time  the 
Son  of  God  was  exalted  at  the  Right  Hand  of 
the  Eternal  Majefty  on  high  •,  p^l'-rified  with  the 
fame  Glory  that  he  had  with  the  Father  before  all 
Worlds,  tar  above  all  Principalities  and  Powers, 
out  of  the  reach  of  all  Perfecution  in  Himfelf;  yet 
we  may  fee  He  takes  the  Perfecutions  exercifed 
upon  thofe  who  believe  in  his  Name  on  Earth, 
and  are  born  of  the  fame  Immortal  Power  and 
and  Word  of  Life,  as  done  unto  Himfelf  -,  for 
He  is  not  afhamed  to  call  them  Brethren.  What 
great  and  glorious  Privileges  then  have  they  who 
believe  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  ftand  for  the 
Glory  of  his  Name,  in  doing  and  fufferins;  ac- 
cording to  his  Holy  Will !  Thofe  ft  ill  look  unto 
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Qod  for  Salvation  at  laft,  through  and  out  of  all 
Perfecudon  and  Sufferings  for. his  Name's  Sake  and 
Gofpel,  and  they  are  not  diHippointed. 

And  we  may  alfo  fee,  with  Thankfulnefs  to 
the  Lord,  how  by  his  Wifdom  and  Power  He 
hath  cut  down  the  Spirit  of  Bioodfhed  and  Perfe- 
cution  in  this  Nation,  in  a  good  Degree,  in  this 
laft  Age :  And  I  do  believe,  nay  1  am  alTured 
of  it,  that  the  Lord  will  cut  off  that  evil  Spirit 
by  the  Root,  and  leave  neither  Root  nor  Branch 
of  it,  in  his  own  due  Time. 

The  Name  of  Saul  being  changed  into  Patil^ 
and  his  Heart  greatly  changed  and  turned  unto 
the  Lord,  he  was  fent  on  a  better  Errand  ;  for 
his  Million  was,  "  to  bear  the  Name  of  the 
*'  Lord  before  the  Gejitiles^  and  Kings,  and  the 
*'  Children  of  Ifrael :  He  was  filled  with  th<: 
*'  Holy  Ghoft,  made  a  MiniHer  thereby,  and 
*'  fent  unto  tho  Gentiles,  to  open  their  Eyes,  and 
"  turn  them  from  Darknefs  to  Li^ht,  and  from 
*'  the  Power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  might 
*'  receive  Forgivenefs  of  Sins,  and  Inheritance 
**  among  them  who  are  Hmftified  by  Faith  in  the 
*'  Son  of  God."     Jofs  IX.  15,  17,  20.    xxvi.  i6. 

Now  v/hat  Light  is  this  the  Gentiles  were  and 
are  to  be  turned  unto,  in  order  to  the  Forgive- 
nefs of  their  Sins,  Sandification  of  their  Hearts, 
and  Inheritance  among  the  Sanflified  ?  He  is  even 
the  fame  I  have  mentioned  unto  you  already, 
where  the  Father  faid  unto  the  Son,  "  I  will 
"  give.  Thee  a  Light  of  the.  Gentiles,  and  a  Cove* 
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"  nant  of  the  People  : "  Unto  Him  who  faith 
of  HImfelf,  "  I  am  the  Light  of  the  ^<?r/(i ;"" 
unto  Him '  who  is  the  Word  of  6W,  the  True 
Light  which  lighteth  every  Man  that  cometh  into 
the  World  :  To  the  True  and  Eternal  God,  who 
is  that  Light.  This  is  the  Sum  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  of  the  Mifllon  of  this  Apofble,  and  of  all  the 
Apoftles  of  Chrift  in  that  Day,  and  of  every 
Gofpel  Minifter  now,  and  throughout  all  Gene- 
rations -,  that  All  Mankind  believing  in  this  Light, 
and  being  turned  unto  Him,  may  have  Remif- 
fjon  of  Sins,  and  Inheritance  among  them  who 
are  fan6tified  through  Faith  in  Him  -,  without 
which  Faith,  Turning,  and  SandVification,  there 
is  not,  ever  was,  or  fhall  be,  any  fuch  Inhe- 
ritance, by  any  Soul  who  hath  known  the  Vifi- 
tation  and  Manif citation  of  it,  in  any  Meafure, 
and  reje6ted  it. 

This  Light  hath  fliined  in  Darknefs  from  the 
firft  Lapfe  of  Mankind,  and  doth  ftill  fhine 
there,  and  ever  will,  throughout  all  Ages.  Man^ 
in  his  Natural  State  is,  in  Comparifon  of  this 
Light,  but  Darknefs :  This  is  that  Darknefs  of 
which  the  Son  of  God  gives  this  Caution,  "  Take 
*'  heed  therefore  that  the  Light  which  is  in  thee 
*'  be  not  Darknefs.  If  the  Light  that  is  in 
"  thee  be  Darknefs,  how  great  is  that  Darknefs  !  '* 
it  is  even  total  Darknefs.  The  Natural  Mind, 
with  all  its  Reafon  and  Faculties,  is  but  Dark- 
nefs, with  refpedl  to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  or 
the  Things  of  God  pertaining  to  his  Kingdom, 
according  to  the  Apoftle  to  the  Believers  in  that 
Day,  "  Te  were  fometimes  Darknefs,  but  now 
*'  are  ye  Light  in  thcL.ord  :  {Eph.  v.  8.)  walk 
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"  as  Children  of  Light.  "  Again,  faid  the  Lord 
Chrift  unto  his  Believers  and  Followers  in  that 
Day,  "  Ye  are  the  Light  of  the  World.  '*  Mat. 
V.  14.  And  this  is  ftill  the  fame  in  all  that  dwell 
in  the  Light  and  Life  of  the  Son  of  God ^  in  every 
Age  of  the  World. 


■■tj^ 


We  may  fee  the  great  Change  then  that  is 
made  in  Mankind,  by  turning  from  Satan^  thd 
Prince  of  the  Power  of  Darknefs,  and  from 
Mankind  themfelves,  who  are  by  Nature  that 
Darknefs,  unto  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  that 
true  Light,  which  lighteth  every  Man  that 
Cometh  into  the  World.  He  is  always  in  the 
World,  a  Witnefs  for  the  Father  againft  the 
World,  and  the  Sins  and  Corruptions  of  it :  A 
Reprover  and  Condemner  of  the  World,  until 
they  believe  in  Him,  turn  unto  Him,  and  re- 
pent, and  forfake  the  Evil  of  their  Ways,  them- 
felves, and  the  Evil-One  :  And  then  that  Di- 
vine Light  (hineth  out  of  that  Darknefs,  the 
blind  Eye  is  opened,  the  deaf  Ear  is  unftopped, 
and  Mankind  behold  the  Beauty  of  the  Lord 
in  Holinefs,  and  in  Truth,  and  hear  the  fure 
Voic^  of  Salvation  by  Him, 

To  open  the  blind  Eye,  ^c.  This  is  thd 
-Work  of  the  Miniftry  \^hich  God  Himfelf  is 
the  Author  of,  who  are  raifed  up  and  qualified, 
by  the  Word  of  Truth  working  in  them  to 
that  End,  and  by  no  other  Way  :  And  tho* 
they  preach  Chrift  ..the  Light  of  the  Worlds  in 
the  Demonftration  of  his  Spirit  and  Power,  and 
thofe  Truths  and  Doflrines  which  tend  to  the 
opening  of  the  Eyes  of  the  Underftandings  of 
O  Mankind, 
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Mankind,  yet  ftill  it  is  God  Himfelf  who 
worketh  this  great  Work,  where  it  is  wrought  ^ 
his  Minifters  are  only  Co-workers  with  his  Holy 
Spirit  therein,  or  as  feeble  Inftruments  in  his 
Hand,  by  whom  He  himfelf  bringeth  to  pafs 
fo  great  Works  and  Salvation  -,  as  the  Apo- 
Itle  faith  of  the  Redeemed  in  that  Day,  "  We 
"  are  his  Workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus 
"  unto  good  Works. '*    Eph.n.  lo. 

"  The  Scripture,  faith  the  Apofble  *,  hath 
^^  concluded  all  under  Sin."  Was  it  that  Man- 
kind fhoLlld  be  fettled  in  Sin  for  Life  in  this 
World,  as  Fools  have  taught  ?  No,  by  no 
Means,  he  fpeaketh  more  excellent  Things  ||  j 
*'  That  the  Promife  by  Faith  of  Jefus  Chriji 
"  might  be  given  to  them  that  believe  •,"  fo 
that  it  is  only  declaratory  of  the  State  of  the 
Natural  Man  until  he  believe  in  Chrift.  How 
then  muft  Mankind  believe  in  Chrift  ?  Accord- 
ing to  the  Promife,  I  will  give  thee  a  Light 
of  the  Gentiles  -,  that  all  Mankind  might  be- 
lieve in  the  Son  of  God,  the  Light  of  the 
World,  according  to  this  Promife,  and  come 
unto  the  Father,  by  Him  who  is  Light,  ■  and 
be  faved  from  Darknefs,  and  from  him  who 
hath  Power  in  the  Darknefs,  which  is  the  De- 
vil. Chrift  is  the  Wifdom  and  Power  of  God, 
and,  as  fuch,  is  God  ;  his  Wifdom  and  Power 
is  one,  and  is  Himfelf;  He  is  that  Wifdom 
j(X    and  Power,   and  the  fame  is  the  Word  ;  God 
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IS  one.     The  Human  Mind  is  not  God,  nor  is 
the  Human  Body  -,  the  Human  Mind  and  Body 
a^-e  Effe6ts  of  that  Divine  Wifdom  and  Power : 
The  Caufe  is  before  the  Effefts,  they  are  fub- 
fequent :    Yet   becaufe  the   Humanity   is    taken 
unto  the  Divine  Nature,  abforbed  therein,    and 
infeparably  united  therewith,  Jefus  Chrift,    who 
is  that  Holy  and  Divine  Man,    is  called  God 
in    the  holy   Scripture,   becaufe    of  the   Super- 
excellency  and  Pre-eminence  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture with  which  the  Human  Nature  is  annexed 
infeparably  for  ever  -,   fo  that  the  Wifdom  and 
Power    of  the   Father,   in    this  Humanity   and 
Union,  are  one  Chrift,  the  Mefllah,   the   Savi- 
our of  the  World,  under  the  Charafter  of  Jefu§ 
thrift  ;    and    therefore   let    all   the  World   look 
unto  the  Father,  hy  Him,  for  Salvation,   for  there 
is  no  other  Name  given  under  Heaven,  or  ever 
Ihall    be,    but  the   Name   of  Jefus,   by  which 
Mankind    ever  were,   are,   or  ftiall  be   faved  ; 
"  He    had    a  Vefture    dipped  in   Blood,    His 
"  Name  is  called  The  Word  of  God. "     And 
at  the  Name   of  Jefus,  whenever,  or  in  whom- 
foever,  the  Father  nameth  this  wonderful  power- 
ful  Name,    then  fhall  every    Knee   bow,    and 
every  Tongue  confefs  unto  Him,  the  Judge  of 
the  World,    either   in  a   Day   of  Vifitation   in 
Mercy  to  Life  Eternal,  or  Condemnation  untq 
JPunilhment. 

Now  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having  a  real 
Human  Body,  fubject  unto  Death,  as  ours  are. 
He  was  crucified  therein,  according  to  the 
Scriptures,  as  a  Propitiation  for  the  Sin,s  of  the 
whole   World,    declaratory    of   the   Love    and 
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Mercy  of  the  Father  to  Mankind  univerfally, 
who  fent  his  Son  into  the  World,  not  to  Hi- 
tisfy  a  vindidlive  Juftice,  as  that  which  is  of 
Man,  which  exadeth  the  utmolt  Farthing,  or 
elfe  no  Satisfaction  or  Forgivenefs,  but  in  the 
Will  of- the  Father,  who  fent  Him  in  Love, 
to  declare  his  Love,  Goodnefs,  and  Mercy, 
and  Forgivenefs  of  Sins  unto  all  Mankind,  up- 
on Condition  of  Faith  in  this  MelTenger,  and 
Repentance  from  dead  Works ;  "  I  will  have 
^'  Mercy  and  not  Sacrifice  -f ." 

But  tho'  the  Human  Mind  of  Chrift  was 
feparated  from  his  Body  upon  the  Crofs,  and 
fo  remained  for  a  Time,  which  is  the  common 
Peath ;  yet  the  Word  and  Mind  were  never 
feparated  from  the  Time  of  their  firft  Union, 
nor  ever  can  be,  (for  then  the  whole  Chrift 
muft  have  been  diflblved  and  ceafed  •,)  and  the 
fame  Word,  in  the  fame  Human  Mind,  re- 
fumed  the  fame  Body ;  as  faith  the  Lord  Jefus, 
*'  No  Man  taketh  my  Life  from  me,  but  I  lay 
•'  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have  Power  to  lay  it 
*'  down,  and  I  have  Power  to  take  it  again. 
*'  This  Commandment  I  have  received  of  my 
**  Father  |I."  Seeing  the  Body  and  Mind,  whilft 
in  a  State  of  vital  Union,  make  one  Man,  was 
the  Humanity  of  Chrift  then  difiblved,  when  the 
Mind  and  Body  were  feparated  ?  No  ;  for  tho* 
Body  and  Mind  make  one  Man  while  ip  Union, 


I  Matthew  ix.  15.  xii  7.    Hofea  vi.  6. 
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|:hey  are  feparable,  which  Separation  is  the  com- 
mon Death  -,  yet  the  Soul,  or  Mind,  being  of 
an  immortal  Nature,  remains  to  be  the  Man, 
in  a  more  Spiritual  State,  when  the  Body  is  put 
off  and  dilTolved,  and  when  that  Separation 
comes,  the  Mind  returns  the  Body  to  the  Earth 
as  her  Due,  having  been  borrowed  therefrom  for 
a  Time,  and  the  Soul  returns  to  God,  who  placed 
her  there  for  a  Seafon, 

Anp  as  the  Separation  of  the  Mind  and 
Body  is  the  natural  Death,  even  fo  is  the  Sepa- 
ration between  the  Soul  and  the  Divine  Life 
of  the  Son  of  God  the  Death  of  the  Squl,  by 
which  fhe  becomes  totally  corrupted,  tho'  not 
mortal  in  the  manner  that  the  Body  is,  but 
remaineth  in  this  Death,  and  yet  liveth  a  fenfual 
Life  in  this  Corruption,  until  this  Corruptible 
put  on  Incorruptipn,  and  this  Mortal  put  on 
Immortality  -,  until  the  Breath  of  Life  from 
God,  in  infinite  Mercy,  return  into  her,  and 
reftore  her  unto  Life,  through  Faith  in  his  Al- 
mighty Word  ;  for  in  Him  ftill  is  Life,  and 
that  Life  is  the  Light  of  Men  •,  as  it  is  alfo 
written,  "  Awake  thou  that  fleepeft,  arife  from 
"  the  dead,  and  Chrifl  fhall  give  thee  Light  *.'* 
By  this  it  appears,  that  tho'  this  Light  is  in 
all  Mankind,  as  a  faving  Gift  from  God  in 
the  Nature  of  it,  yet  we  are  not  fenfible  of 
it,  as  fuch,  until  we  are  quickened,  in  fome 
Degree,  by  the  powerful  Voice  of  the  Son  of 
God;   according  to  that  Saying,  "  The  Hour 
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'^  Cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  fhall 
''  hear  the  Voice  of  the  Son  of  God  -,  and  they 
'^  that  hear  fhall  live."     Jolm  v.  25. 

It  ois  remarkable,  that  the  Son  of  God  yielded 
up  his  Life  upon  the  Crofs,  and  was  dead, 
before  his  Blood  was  fhed  f  ;  ere  the  Spear, 
in  die  Hand  of  the  Soldier,  made  that  large 
Incifion  in  his  Holy  Side,  fufficient  for  the  re- 
ception of  a  Man's  whole  Hand,  piercing  Him 
to  the  Heart,  whence  ifilied  both  Blood  and 
Water  ;  as  an  infallible  Proof,  that  he  was  really 
dead,  and  of  the  Eternal  and  Almighty  Power, 
which,  under  that  natural  Irnpoffibility,  raifed 
Him  from  the  Dead. 

But  before  he  departed,  and  as  he  was  up- 
on the  Crofs,  between  the  two  Thieves,  he  faid 
to  the  believing  and  penitent  one,  "  This  Day 
"  thou  fhalt  be  with  me  in  Paradifej"  from 
which  we  may  receive  great  Inftrudion, 

Firfi,  That  at  what  Time  foever  Man  be- 
lieveth  in  the  Son  of  God,  confeffes  his  Sins 
before  Him,  and  repents,  he  fhall  have  Mercy 
and  Forgivenefs  ;  and,  if  not  in  a  dying  Hour, 
if  he  perfeveres  in  Paith  and  Obedience,  fhall 
have  a  Place  of  Refb  and  Divine  Pleaiure  with 
the  Lord  for  ever.  And  feeing  that  Chrifl  was 
that  fame  Day  in  Paradife,  and  the  Thief  there 
with  Him  -,    when  the  Body  of  Chrift  lay   in 
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tlie  Sepulchre  till  the  third  Day  after,  and  the 
Body  of  the  Thief  was  broken  upon  the  Crofs, 
after  the  Manner  of  Criminals  in  that  Part  of 
the  World  in  thofe  Days  ;  What  was  that  Me 
in  Chrift,  and  that  l^hou  in  the  Thief,  which 
were  in  Paradife  that  fame  Day  they  were  cru- 
cified ?  It  could  not  be  in  the  Bodies,  and  it 
is  impofTible  that  Saying  could  fail:  We  may 
-therefore  learn  thereby. 

Secondly,  That  the  Union  of  the  Godhead, 
and  Manhood  of  Chrift,  was  not  diflblved  or  fe- 
parated,  by  the  Death  of  his  Body,  but  remained 
perfeft  notwithftanding. 

Seeing  then,  that  the  Union  of  the  Divine 
and  Human  Natures  conftitute  one  Chrift  and 
Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  remained  to  be  that  Sa- 
viour, after  the  Death  of  his  Body,  and  whilft 
it  remained  in  that  State,  as  well  as  before,  and 
fince,  and  fo  will  remain  to  all  Eternity. 

^irdly.  That  though  the  Body  of  the  Thief 
was  dead,  yet  the  Mind  was  at  the  fame  Time 
with  Chrift  in  a  State  of  Salvation,  divine  Pleafure 
and  Glory  ;  and  fo  he  will  remain  for  ever.  Ac- 
cording to  that  Saying  of  the  Lord,  "  I  am  the 
*'  Refurredion,  and  the  Life: t  He  that  believeth 
*'  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live. 
*'  And  whofoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me. 
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*'  fhall  never  die."  From  hence  we  may  clearly 
infer,  that  though  the  natural  Man  be  ignorant  of 
the  Life  of  Chrift,  and  dead  to  all  Senfe  of  the 
Knowledge  of  God,  in  TrefpafTes  and  Siiis,  yet  by 
Faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  Refurre6lion 
and  Life  Eternal,  he  fhall  be  raifed  in  this  World, 
into  the  Senfe  and  Enjoyment  of  that  Life,  be 
united  with  it,  and  continuing  to  believe  therein, 
Hiall  never  die  with  Refped  to  that  Life ;  he  fhall 
not  be  feparated  from  it  any  more,  but  fliall  live 
with  God  and  the  Lamb  therein  for  ever,  though 
his  Body  fhall  die:  For  this  Saying  of  Chrifl  can- 
not be  underftood  to  rjelate  to  the  temporal  Life 
or  Death  of  the  Body :  Firft,  becaufe  a  Man  who 
is  naturally  dead,  cannot  in  that  State  begin  to 
believe,  and  thereby  attain  to  a  bodily  Life:  Se- 
condly, becaufe  if  it  related  to  a  bodily  Life  or 
Death,  then  fuch  as  believed  in  him  fhould  never 
die  in  that  Senfe,  but  live  in  the  fame  Bodies  for 
ever.  And  in  that  Cafe  all  the  Apoflles  of  Chrifl, 
and  Primitives  in  that  Age,  and  all  in  every  Ge- 
neration fmce,  unto  this  prefent  Age,  who  have 
believed  in  Chrifb,  would  have  been  novi  alive  in 
their  Bodies,  here  upon  the  Earth  j  or  be  what 
fome  call  tranflated,  of  which  we  have  no  Ac- 
count; or  otherwife  none  of  them,  or  any  others, 
ever  believed,  and  therefore  following  the  common 
Courfe  of  Unbelievers,  they  are  dead  •,  both  which 
would  be  inconfiftent  with  that  Saying  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  admitted  : 
Bu*-  the  Dodlrine  of  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  Life,  by 
Chrifl  who  is  that  Life,  thereby  eflablifhed,  is 
further  illuitrated  by  what  Chrifl  laid  to  the  Thief 
upon  the  Crofs  as  above  -,  and  that  the  Minds  of 
Men    are   united  unto  Chrifl,    by  the   invifible 

Work 


To   ALL    Mankind.  113 

Work  of  Regeneration,  and  by  him  unto  the  Fa* 
ther,  as  Mediator  of  the  new  and  everiaiting  Cove- 
nant of  Light  and  Life,  die  no  more  for  ever, 
t|iough  the  earthly  Houfes  and  Tabernacles,  their 
Bodies,,  be  diffolved  and  be  no  more. 

Bu  T  as  the  Body  of  Chrift  was  raifcd  again,  by 
the  fame  divine  Power,  by  whofe  holy  Influence 
it  was  formed  or  begotten  in  the  Womb  of  the 
Vir^n,  and  the  fame  Human  Mind  thereunto  re- 
united, as  the  Scriptures  teflify,  and  afcended  as 
they  likewife  declare  •,  fome  in  this  laft  Age,  apofta- 
tizing  from  the  Truth  and  Light  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  themfelves,  after  they  had  been  once  inlighten'd 
thereby,  and  being  ignorant  of  his  Humanityj 
with  refpecl  to  his  Human  Mind,  have  oppofed  his 
Bodily  Appearance  to  his  Spiritual ;  faying,  "his 
"  Light  within  (or  in  Man)  is  not  fufficient  for 
*'  Salvation,  without  fomething  elfe;"  meaning 
the  Body  of  Chrift  only,  as  if  that  were  the  whole 
Humanity  of  Chrift,  not  regarding  his  Soul  j 
raifirrg  alfo  other  curious  and  prefumptuous  Que- 
itions,  and  Difputations,  about  the  Body  of  Jefus, 
as  Satan  of  old  about  the  Body  of  Mofes,  not  for 
Promotion  of  Religion  and  Edification,  but  for 
Strife,  Debate,  Envy  and  Mifchief:  Asking  us  if 
we  believed,  "  That  Chrift  is  now  in  Heaven, 
■^'  glorified  in  the  fame  Body  that  he  had  on  Earth, 
"^'  and  therein  fitting  on  the  Right  Hand  of  the 
^"  Father?"  This  they  intended  as  a  Teft  of  their 
own  forming,  concerning  the  Truth  of  our  Faith 
in  Chrift.  To  fome  of  whom  I  have  anfwered. 
That  though  we  believe  whatfoever  is  written  of 
Chrift  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  yet  we  do  not  ^r<?- 
P  fume 
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fume  to  take  upon  us  to  determine  concerning  the 
Mode  of  the  Being  of  that  Body  in  Heaven,  it  not 
being  declared  in  the  Scriptures ;  only  that  it  af- 
cended  out  of  the  Sight  of  thofe  who  faw  it  afcend, 
and  much  more  is  it  out  of  the  Sight  of  them  who 
did  never  fee  it.     Neither  could  thofe  Bufy -Bodies, 
and  untaught  Querifts,  conceive  any  Idea  of  it, 
much  lefs  transfer  any  adequate  Notion  of  it  to  any 
other  i  but  thus  much  the  Scripture  faith,i"  *'  Now 
*'  that  he  afcended,  what  is  it  but  that  he  alfo  de- 
*'  fcended  firft  into  the  lower  Parts  of  the  Earth  ? 
"  He   that  defcended,     is   the  fame   alfo    that 
*'  afcended  up  far  above  all  Heavens,   that  he 
**  might  fill  all  Things."     Seeing  Chrift  afcended 
in  his  bodily  Appearance  (of  which  the  Apoftle 
here  writeth)    and  filleth  all  Things,   how  can  he 
remain  in  the  fame  Ma/iner  of  Exiflence  ?  A  cir- 
cumfcribed  and  material  Body,   as  that  of  Chrift 
was,  cannot  fill  all  Things,  and  retain  a  corporeal 
Mode.  And  Chrift,  as  the  Word  of  God,  filled  all 
Things  ever  fince  they  were  created  *,  and  being 
prefent  every  where,  at  all  Times,  there  is  no 
Place  whereunto  he  can  afcend  or  defcend,  fo  that 
this  Saying  of  the  Apoflle  is  applicable  to  his  Hu- 
man Afcenfion  only.     This  put  all  fuch  as  I  met 
with  in  thofe  Days,  on  this  Subjeft,  to  Silence ; 
and  our  Dodrine  was  by  many  Brethren  main- 
tained. That  Chrifl  being  God,  and  the  Word  of 
God,  and  the  true  Light  which  lighteth  every  one 
that  cometh  into  the  World,    and  cloathed  with 
his  true  Humianity,  and  infeparable  from  it,  he  is 


Ephefiansiv.  q,  ic. 


altogether 


To    ALL   Mankind.  iif 

altogether  fufficient  for  the  Salvation  of  All  Man- 
kind, without  any  Thing  elfe,  or  further  Know- 
ledge of  his  holy  Body  than  what  the  Scriptures  de- 
clare ;  he  having  done  and  fuffered  therein  what- 
ever was  appointed  him  of  the  Father,  and  fo  far 
anfwered  the  End  of  its  Being  and  Preparation. 
And  that  he  is  the  fame  Saviour,  and  altogether 
fufficient,  in  his  Inward  Appearance,  without  that 
Body  ( where  and  in  what  Manner  foever  the  fame 
now  exifts)  is  clear,  where  it  is  faid,  *'  Wherefore  lay 
"  apart  all  Fikhinefs,  and  Superfluity  of  Naugh- 
"  tinefs,  and  receive  with  Meeknefs  the  engrafted 
"  Word,  which  is  able  to  fave  your  Souls,  "-j* 
Then,  as  the  Evangelijl  faid,  fuch  of  the  Sons  of 
Men,  who  believed  in  Chrift,  as  he  is  the  Word  of 
God,  and  is  God,  became  to  be  the  Sons  of  God ; 
not  by  Generation,  nor  the  Traditions,  Impofi- 
tions,  and  Inventions  of  the  Wifdom  and  Wills 
of  Men,    by  which  they  make  the  Command- 
ments and  Eftablifhments  of  God  of  none  Effedl 
to  themfelves  and  to  others ;  but  as  they  believed 
in  the  Word  of  God,     the  true  Light  which 
lighteth  every  Man  that  cometh  into  the  World, 
by  the   elFedtual  Operation   of  the  Meafure  of 
Grace  received,    by   Faith  therein,  even  in  him, 
out  of  his  Fulnefs,    in  whom  it  pleafed  the  Father 
that  all  Fulnefs  fliould  dwell.     So  that  it  was  not 
«ny  Thing  of  their  own  acquiring,  by  any  Abi- 
lities ot  theirs,  that  they  believed  in  him ;   but 
they  were  made  fenfible  of  the  Word  of  Reproof, 
by  its  own  Adlions  and  Motions  in  their  Hearts, 
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sianifefted  there,  as  the  immediate  Objed  of  their 
Faith,  wherein  believing,  and  being  thereby 
iandified,  they  then  became  fenfible,  by  bleffed 
Experience,  of  the  Flowings  of  his  Divine  Love, 
Virtue,  and  Power.  As  he  faid  in  die  Cafe  of 
the  diftempered  Perfon  who  fecretly  believed  in 
him  ( yet  durft  not  own  it,  as  if  Ihe  meant  to  Ileal 
a  Cure  from  him)  and  that  if  fhe  could  but  touch 
the  Hem  of  his  Garment,  (he  fhould  be  whole  : 
lli^^^^'here   is  Virtue  gon^  cut  of  Me. 

Again;  We  may  obferve  further  upon  this 
Paffiige  with  the  penitent  Thief  upon  the  Crofs, 
that  ihisThou  of  which  Chritl  fpake,  that  the  fame 
Day  fliould  be  with  the  Soul  of  Chrift  in  Paradile, 
in  a  State  of  Salvation  and  Divine  Eternal  Pleafure,, 
was  the  Mind,  the  Soul  of  the  Man,  and  not  the 
Body  5  from  which  it  foliowcth,  that  the  Mind  is 
the  Man,  without  his  earthly  Tabernacle,  and  that 
himfelf  is  a  Ipiritual  Body,  into  which  is  breathed 
Divine  Eternal  Life,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Second 
Adam^  as  he  is  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  Lord 
and  Giver  of  Lite  Eternal,  to  all  that  believe, 
and  follow  him,  in  the  yy^ay-of  Regeneration. 

;  The  Heart  and  Miodpf  Mankind,  even  in 
this  Life,  is  capable  of  a  good  Degree  of  Divine 
Coiilolation  and  Pleafuic,  in  a  State  of  Reconci- 
liation with  God,  through  Chrift,  and  Faithfulnefs 
to  known  Duties  ;  as  many  in  this  Age,  by  happy 
Experience  through  the  Grace  of  God,  do  know, 
and  fo  remaining  unto  the  End,  are  fure  of  .the 
Ocean  of  the  Fulnefs  thereof,  as  foon  as  they  de- 
part out  of  their  Earthly  Bodies  -,  nor  do  fuch    at 
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all  need  or  receive  any  other  Bodies,  their  Minds 
themfelves  remaining  Spiritual  Bodies,  alive  by 
the  Life  of  Chrift  for  ever. 


And  that  it  may  be  fo  with  this  whole 
Audience,  now  and  to  all  Eternity,  is  my 
fincere  Defire  and  Prayer  to  the  Lord  God, 
who  hath  thus  mercifully  invited  all  Mankind 
to  look  unto  Himfelf,  and  be  faved.  Amen. 


F    I    N    I 
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